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RELIGION AND MORALS. 


SERMON ON REFLECTION. 
PsawuM cix. 59. 


I called mine own ways to remembrance, 
and turned my feet unto thy testimonies. 


WE have in these words a short de- 
scription of the two component parts 
of true religion; serious reflection 
upon our own duties and proceed- 
ings, and a life of obedience to the 
law of God, as laid down in the 
Scriptures, which David calls ‘‘ the 
testimonies of the Lord,”—testimo- 
niesof his goodness, and of man’s du- 
ties and necessities. The second of 
these parts is a natural consequence 
of the first. Seldom, indeed, does it 
happen, that he who calls his own 
ways to remembrance, fails to turn 
unto the testimonies of God’s law. 
We are placed in this world for 
the purpose of glorifying God, and 
of securing, by the same means, our 
admission hereafter into a better 
state. For the guidance and regu- 
lation of our conduct, He has given 
two rules or laws, that of conscience, 
and that of the Scriptures; the 
former implanted in our breasts, a 
quick and powerful monitor, but 
liable to be deceived or corrupted ; 
the latter laid open for the inspec- 
tion and information of those who 
choose to take it for their guide, 
fixed, certain, and unerring. It is 
by the standard of the Scriptures 
that we must examine the decisions 
of conscience, and see whether we 
may safely abide by them. Indeed, 
the great use of conscience, is that 
REMEMBRANCER, No. 38, 


which the prophet speaks of in the 
text, of turning our attention to the 
written word of God. And this it 
would never fail to do with every 
reasonable man, were it not that its 
voice is stifled by a multitude of 
calls upon his attention, far less im- 
portant indeed, but louder and more 
immediately urgent. It very rarely 
happens that conscience has fair 
play. It is, however, a great part 
of our duty, as reasonable creatures, 
to cherish and encourage it, and to 
be on the watch for its suggestions, 
that we may not incur the aggravated 
sin of failing in the performance of 
our duty, for want of listening to 
the advice of a monitor, who speaks 
to us from within our own breasts. 

It is a very common saying, 
“* That every man himself 
best, and thinks most of himself :” 
but if we consider that every man’s 
self, properly speaking, is his 
soul, we shall find that the saying 
no longer holds good; and that most 
men think about any thing rather 
than themselves. Their thoughts 
are wholly occupied about the com- 
forts and enjoyments of their perish- 
able part, while the eternal welfare 
of the soul, which will never die, is 
seldom an object of concern. It 
is the great business of religion to 
remedy this weakness an perverse- 
ness of our nature, and to bring 
back mankind to proper notions of 


des. 


loves 


their present state and future 
tindtion—-to teach them the hurtt 
or the transitory nature of the object 
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of this world, which is intended 
only to be a passage and introduc- 
tion to a better state, and the infi- 
nitely greater value of those rewards 
which are more certain, though 
seen at a greater distance. And 
the great difficulty which the minis- 
ters of religion encounter, in their 
endeavours to recall mankind to a 
sense of the relation in which they 
stand towards God, is the reluct- 
ance which most men feel to enter 
upon a serious examination of them- 
selves. When once we can persuade 
a man to look to his own condition, 
and to reflect upon what he has 
done, compared with what he ought 
to have done, there is every reason 
to hope that he will go on, and 
become a good Christian. He is 
able, perhaps, to quiet for a time the 
whisperings of conscience; or they 
are overpowered by the business or 
amusements of life; but when once 


he steps aside from the bustle of 


the world to the privacy and silence 
of his chamber, and sets himself to 
consider his ways—when he “ com- 
munes with his own heart, and his 
spirit makes diligent search *,’? it is 
scarcely possible that he should re. 
main ignorant of his dangerous con- 
dition. He cannot bat be alarmed 
at the fearful array of sins com- 
mitted, and of duties neglected, 
which pass in review before him. 
He sees his own miserable and sin- 
ful state, and calls to mind the 
threats of anger and punishment 
which God has denounced against 
offenders like himself. He begins 
to be sensible that religion is a 
much more serious concern than he 
had believed it to be, and feels that 
it will be well for him to take more 
thought about it for the future: 
And thus the first step is taken 
towards conversion, which by the 
assistance of God’s grace will pro- 
bably be improved to the purposes 
of a hearty repentance and true 
turning unto God. “I called mine 
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own ways to remembrance, and 
turned my feet unto thy testimonies,” 
There is no duty, therefore, which 

a minister who has the spiritual 

welfare of his brethren at heart, 

will more earnestly recommend, than 

this of self-communion and medita- 

tion; and surely there is none which is 
rendered more necessary by the in- 

tirmities of our nature, and the dan- 
gers with which we are surrounded, 
than the habit of occasionally re- 
tiring within ourselves, and taking 
a review of our conduct. As we 
are placed here in a state of trial, 
and are born to troubles and tempta- 
tions of every sort, while at the 
same time our final happiness de- 
pends upon our uprightness and di- 
ligence, it is plain that we should 
be often, if not always, looking 
around us, and casting our eyes 
alternately apon the paths we have 
already trodden, and upon the steps 
we are about to take. A Christian, 
who would live according to the 
Christian rule of life, striving to be 
perfect, even as his Father which is 
in heaven is perfect, has so much to 
repent of in the past, and so much 
to provide against in the future, 
that he can never afford to neglect 
an opportunity of laying both to 
heart. Prudence and foresight are 
much better than repentance—it is 
a much sater and more satisfactory 
thing, to avoid a fault, than to be 
sorry afterwards for having com- 
mitted it. But dur weakness is such, 
and we have so little knowledge of 
future trials and dangers, that the 
business of repentance must neces- 
sarily occupy most of our thoughts, 
in the hours of retirement and medi- 
tation. 

The first thing which a man 
will naturally do, upon discharging 
from his mind all concerns but those 
of the soul, and giving his conscieuce 
an opportunity of making itself heard, 
will be, to revert to the weak or 
wicked actions of his life; and these 
will naturally appear a more se- 
rious and pressing concern, than the 
making provision for his future be- 
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does not say, I considered the way 
in which I ought to walk, and turned 
my footsteps to it; but “I called 
mine own ways to remembrance, aud 
turned my fect unto thy testimonies.” 

Repentance is the first step to- 
wards a conversion and turning 
to God; it is the first and earliest 
doctrine of the Gospel: Jesus said, 
** lam come to call sinners to repent- 
ance *.” ‘1 showed,’ says St. Paul, 
** first to the Jews and then to the 
Gentiles that they should repent and 
turn to God +.’—We must all be 
washed in the waters of this Jordan, 
before we can be cleansed from the 
leprosy of sin—our spirit must come 
again like the spirit of a young child, 
before we can enter into the kingdom 
ofheaven. And how can this be ef- 
fected without the help of self-exa- 
mination? If we do not withdraw 
ourselves from all other thoughts, 
descend into our own souls, and 
see what are the sins by which they 
have been defiled, how cau we know 
them or be sorry for them as we 
ought? This is a duty which no 
man can do for us, nor materially 
assist us in, except by exhorting us 
to the performance of it. ‘* Every 
man knoweth the plague of his own 
heart { :” every man knows best, if he 
will let his conscience tell the truth, 
what his offences are. But he knows 
them not, while he is_ hurried 
along by the business of the world, 
or intoxicated with its pleasures.— 
He knows them not, until he makes 
inquiry into their nature and amount; 
and this he cannot do, except lie 
looks back in quiet and seriousness 
upou his former life and calls to “ re- 
membrance the days that are past.’’ 
While every thing goes on well with 
us, and the prosperous state of our 
worldly affairs seems to be the re- 
ward of our diligence or contrivance, 
we are more apt to look with com- 
placency upon our flourishing con- 
dition in this world, than to inquire 





* Mat, ix, 13. +t Acts xxvi, 20). 
{ 1 Kings viii, 38. 


haviour: and therefore the Psalmist 
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into the dangerous state of the soul, 
But if we remember that the good 
things of this life are talents en- 
trusted to our keeping, and its evil 
things trials or warnings intended 
for our improvement, we shall see 
the necessity of pausing from time 
to time, to consider the use which we 
have made of both, and what reason 
we have to look forward towards 
that heavenly state which is pro- 
mised only to the penitent and the 
faithful. 

There are two objects upon which 
the Christian’s meditations ought 
principally to dwell; the remem- 
brance of past sins, and the pros- 
pects of the life to come. A serious 
review of his past conduct, compared 
with the law of the Gospel, will show 
him the danger of persevering in the 
same thoughtless or ungodly ways 
in which he has hitherto walked; 
and the prospect of beavenly re- 
wards will confirm his better reso- 
lutions, and show him the folly of 
sacrificing his chance of imperish- 
able treasures for the short-lived en- 
joyments of sin, This self commu- 
nion is the proper exercise of the 
soul, which is requisite to keep it in 
health, compared with which, ‘ bo- 
dily exercise,” as the Apostle says, 
* profiteth little §.” It is the struggle 
by which it gradually disengages itself 
from the incumbrances of this life, 
and prepares itself for its flight to a 
better. It awakens our reason and 
our conscience, and breaks through 
the delusions of the flesh; we see 
before us in their true and lively 
colours the sinfuluess of our own 
conduct, and the holiness of th: 
true Christian; the deceitfulness of 
this world, and the glories of that 
which is to come. It furnishes us 
with remedies for past transgressions, 
and preservatives against them for 
the time to come, and with abun- 
dance of comfort under distress— 
* In the multitude of my troubled 
thoughts within me,” said David, 
“* thy comforts delight my soul |j.” 

$1 Tin, iy, 8, 
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One of the greatest recommen- 
dations of the duty of calling our 
own ways to remembrance, is, that 
it is the surest, if not the only 
method of avoiding, for the future, 
the sins and the follies of which we 
have been heretofore guilty ; and in 
this respect, it is beneficial, even in 
a worldly point of view. If men 
could always pause before the com- 
mission of an action, and calmly 
consider its probable consequences, 
what a safeguard would it be against 
sin? But it generally happens, that 
experience must be bought; and 
therefore the next best thing, is to 
look back upon our past conduct, 
and consider the consequences which 
it has produced; and if in these 
consequences we number not only 
the actual inconvenience and suffer- 
ing, the uneasiness and dissatisfac- 
tion which our bad actions have 
produced, but also the danger in 
which they have placed us of losing 
our eternal salvation, we shall 
have the strongest possible motives 
for avoiding a repetition of them, 
whether we consider ourselves merely 
as the children of this world, or as 
creatures intended for a better. 

Since there is no method so likely 
to make us amend our conduct, as 
that of reflecting upon our past ways, 
it follows, that the oftener we have 
recourse to it, the better we shall be, 
and the more agreeable will be the 
performance of the duty itself. How 
t asatisfaction is it to the pious 
Christian, when he retires for the 
purpose of self-examination, to dis- 
cover that the sins, which he had 
occasion to lament, when he hast in- 
quired into his own condition, have 
not been committed since; that he is 
able to wipe out one offence from 
the catalogue of those which then 
made him tremble for his salvation. 
Phe last time that he called his 
own ways to remembrance, he found 
perhaps, that he had been remiss in 
his devotions, careless in his per- 
formance of public worship, negli- 
gent in relieving the distress of his 
poorer brethren, The concern, 
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which he felt at these omissions, 
awakened him to vigilance, and he 
now finds, that his faith has been 
stronger, his piety warmer, his at- 
tention to the offices of religion more 
conscientious, his charity more ready 
and «active: and the satisfaction, 
which he feels at his own improve- 
ment, both rewards him for his past 
endeavours, and encourages him to 
goon, and “ let patience have her 
perfect work ; that he may be per- 
fect and entire, wanting nothing *.” 
In short, it may be truly said, that 
every time we retire within ourselves 
for the purpose of calling our own 
ways to remembrance, we draw one 
step nearer to God, None of us are 
so far advanced toward perfection as 
not to require an occasional survey 
and remembrance of our own ways. 
The noblest and most profitable use 
which we ean make of memory, is 
to recall whatever we have done 
amiss; and if we do not take ad- 
vantage of a faculty, which God kas 
given us for the purpose of self- 
amendment, our sin will be very great. 

The state of our soul is a mat- 
ter of the most fearful import- 
ance; let us not perish eternally for 
want of laying it to heart. Let us 
judge ourselves, that we be not 
judged of the Lord. Let us look 
back upon our past lives with strict- 
ness and repentance, and then we 
may look forward to the future with 
hope. If not, let us remember that 
time wears away, and the number of 
sins uprepented of is increasing, and 
the night cometh, in which no work, 
not even that of repentance, can be 
done. And think with yourselves, 
how fearful the condition of that 
man will be, who calls his own ways 
to remembrance for the first time 
when he stands before the judgment 
seat of Christ! May we, before 
it be too late, take heed to the ex- 
hortation of the prophet. ‘ Let us 
search, and try our ways, and turn 
again to the Lord +.” 

B. 





* James i. 4, + Lam. iii. 40, 


















On the Heavenly Witnesses. 


SCRIPTURE CRITICISM. 


THE HEAVENLY WITNESSES NOT AUTHENTIC, 


To the Editor of the Remembrancer, 
Sir, 

Ir is with infinite and sincere regret, 
that I see made, as well by your- 
self, as by the learned and inde- 
fatigable bishop of St. David’s, such 
strenuous exertions to support the 
authenticity of the too celebrated 
passage of the heavenly witnesses ; 
a passage which, notwithstanding 
what has been now further urged in 
its favour, I venture to pronounce, 
not only a foul and scandalous in- 
terpolation of the epistle itself, but 
asad reproach to the whole Chris- 
tian episcopate, in that they have 
tranquilly suffered it to be imposed 
on the Christian world, without 
using their best endeavours to give 
publicity to the fraud, and to arrest 
its progress. 

For what, I pray, is the result of 
all the laborious enquiries which 
have been made in tracing its ex- 
istence before the invention of print- 
ing? It is proved not to have been 
cited by any of the numerous and 
voluminous fathers of the Greek 
Church; nor to have been extant 
in any Greek manuscript whatever, 
saving a very Suspicious and modern 
one, into which the verse had doubt- 
less been translated, and copied from 
the text of the Vulgate. It was to 
be found neither in the Syriac, nor 
in the Coptic, nor in the Athiopic, 
nor in the Armenian version; ver- 
sions which must have been seve- 
rally made from Greek manuscripts 
of the very first ages of the Chris- 
tian Church ; an argument with me 
of such preponderance and force, 
that had the passage been found 
in twenty of the existing Greek 
manuscripts instead of one, I should 
still have condemned it as an inter- 
polation of the text. 

That the Dublin manuscript 
should have been thought by Dr. 
Adam Clarke to be of the thirteenth 


rather than of the fifteenth century, 

can scarcely weigh a feather in the 

scale of evidence; for, supposing 

the conjecture to be true, the argu- 

ment to be balanced from the dis- 

crepancy of the manuscripts, is not 
whether one particular manuscript 
were of the thirteenth or fifteenth 

century; but whether it be not much 
more probable, that the verse should 
have been fraudulently thrust into 

one solitary Greek manuscript, than 
that it should have been negligently 
or purposely omitted in all the 
Greek manuscripts besides, which 
have been hitherto consulted; and, 
especially, when with this trium- 
phant majority of the manuscripts 
agree, likewise, all the ancient ver- 
sions that were ever made from the 
Greek tongue in the early ages of 
the Church. 

That it was originally no part of 
the Syriac version, is known to all. 
Gutbir, indeed, in his very labori- 
ous and useful edition, has inserted 
it; but since the antithesis of, 
in earth, is not likewise inserted 
in the eighth, the deformity of the 
patchwork is most glaring; and the 
whole of the praise due to the 
learned editor is, that he has left 
now buta very little to do for those 
that may come after him. He pro- 
bably felt ashamed to interpolate 
too much at once; and, indeed, to 
an ingenuous mind like his, I can 
easily conceive, that the insertion 
of the seventh verse even, would 
be attended with some little mis- 
giving of conscience at the guilt 
which he was contracting. 

For the whole of the New Testa- 
ment in Coptic, corrected from the 
authority of the best manuscripts, 
we have to thank the industry of the 
learned David Wilkins. In this ver- 
sion the passage does not appear. 
The editor, however, has very oblig- 
ingly left a space; so that in the 
event of there ever being a call for 


70 On the Heavenly Witnesses. [ Fes. 


another impression of the Coptic 
New Testament, it is highly proba- 
ble, that the verse will be thrust in. 

That it is not in the ZAthiopic 
version, the reader may convince 
himself by referring to the London 
Polvyglott, which contains the Athi- 
opic version of the New Testament ; 
being, with the exception of typo- 
graphical blunders, an exact reprint 
of that published at Rome by Petrus 
in 1548, the only Athiopic New 
Testament that was ever printed in 
Europe. 

In respect of the Armenian ver- 
sion, there is now lying before me 
a very splendid copy, edited at Ve- 
nice, in 1789, by Lucas, an Arme- 
nian prelate ; and that seemingly 
under circumstances highly favour- 
able to the obtaining of a more 
corrected text than any which had 
appeared since the time of Uscan. 
In this impression the seventh and 
eighth verses are both included 
within a parenthesis, accompanied 
with a notice in the margin, that thus 
much is foreign to the original ; in 
plain terms, that these two verses are 
both spurious. In his advertisement 


to the reader, placed at the end of 


the volume, the editor further de- 
clares, that upwards of ten Arme- 
nian manuscripts, ancient as well as 
modern, which he had then in his 

ossession; besides an old Greek 
manuscript, together with the Sy- 
rrac and the Arabic versions, all 
agreed in giving the text thus: For 
the spirit, indeed, is truth. These 
three there are, which bear testi- 
mony, the spirit, and the water, 
and the blood; and the three are 
one. If, &c. That even those 
words of the eighth verse were at 
one time wanted in most of the 
manuscripts ; and that it was only 
in one or two manuscripts, that so 
much could be found. That he had, 
therefore, included these verses 
within a parenthesis, as adding no- 
thing to the illustration, but evi- 
dently obstructing the sense of St. 
John. 

The Latin Vulgate, then, is the 


only ancient version in Cliristendom 
in which this verse is contained on 
the authority of its manuscripts; 
and yet in some of the best and 
oldest of the Latin manuscripts it 
is not to be found. Nor is it cited 
by any of the Latin fathers down to 
the close of the fifth century: cer- 
tainly not by Tertullian, as hath 
been rashly asserted; nor yet by St. 
Cyprian, if the matter be but duly 
and impartially considered. To me 
it is fully apparent, that his serip- 
tural] citation of, Tres unum sunt, is 
nothing else than the concluding 
part of what is now become the 
eighth verse of the chapter. If in 
his copy there had been any such 
words of the text as, There are three 
that bear record in Heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the Word, and the Spirit ; as 
it would have been much to his 
purpose to have made them a di- 
rect part of his edition, so we may 
be sure, that he would have done 


so; and not have contented himself 


with citing the words, tres unum sunt, 
as so many words of Scripture only ; 
and then applying them, on his own 


authority, to the three persons of 


the Godhead. Whereas, on the 
supposition, that the seventh verse 
was not at all in his copy, we easily 
discover the reason, why the words, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, form, di- 
rectly, no part of his quotation; 
and can readily divine, how with 
Facundus, he would have insisted 
on the propriety of applying the 
words of the eighth verse to the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, had he been 
required to explain himself. 

To reduce this argument to ifs 
smallest shape. If the advocates 
of the verse can adduce from any 
genuine voucher of the first four 
hundred years of the Christian 
Church, the words: There are three 
that bear record in heaven, &c. Or, 
if they can point out to me, any one 
authentic and important passage 
of the New Testament, which has 
been equally passed over in silence 
by all the Greek and Latin fathers ; 
I will acquiesce in the reasonable- 
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ness of admitting the whole verse 
into the sacred canon. But if they 
cau do neither of these things ; nor 
yet deny, that the words, Tres 
unum sunt, are as much a part of 
the eighth as they are of their se. 
venth verse; why do not they feel 
and acknowledge the force of the 
arguments against its authenticity, 
but still persist in maintaining it on 
erounds on which the Marcionite 
night have defended his canon of 
Scripture, at least as well as, if not 
better even than the orthodox Chris- 
llan, 

To me the extraordinary explica- 
tion of the eighth verse by Facundus 
is a full and adequate proof, that 
in the middle of the sixth century, 
the passage of the heavenly wit- 
nesses was as much unknown to the 
African Church as it was to the 
rest of Christendom. To this ar- 
gument the common reply is, that 
Facundus had a copy in which the 
seventh verse happened not to be 
extant; and, therefore, that he has 
endeavoured to accommodate the 
terms of the eighth to the sense of 
the seventh. But what kind of 
trifling is this, I pray, in so serious 
a matter? Shall we suppose the 
celebrated Facundus to have been 
so illiterate and unfortunate a pre- 
late as never to have seen any other 
copy of the first Epistle of St. John, 
except the one in his own posses- 
sion? It is not possible, that a 
man of his learning and eloquence 
should have thus committed himself 
in a solution of the eighth verse ; 
from which, on the supposition of 
the seventh being still extant in 
other copies, any fellow bishop of 
a neighbouring diocese must have 
been compelled to deride his igno- 
rance and stupidity. God forbid, 
then, that we should be thus in- 
duced to disparage the testimony of 
the venerable Facundus; or to har- 
bour the suspicion, that his copy of 
the New Testament was not as cor- 
rect and as entire as that of any 
other of his African brethren. Be- 
sides, admitting the fact, that of 
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the African canon of the New Tes- 
tament, some copies had the seventh 


verse, and some not; what right 
have its espousers to assume in its 
behalf, that the absence of it in 
any copy must needs have been a 
defect; and not rather, that its ex- 
istence was a flagrant corruption of 
the sacred text, at once condemned 
by every version in Christendom ? 

I am not certain, whether what 
I am going to cite from Beaunier 
may not have been already noticed 
by others; but, since it bears on 
the question at issue, I shall present 
it to the reader in his own words. 
He is speaking of the library of the 
cathedral of Rheims. La _Biblio- 
theque de la Cathedrale a conservé 
plus d’ anciens monumens; on y 
voit encore plusieurs manuscrits 
tres anciens; entre autres un Texte 
des Evangiles ecrit sur du velin 
pourpré ; et une Bible de l’Arche- 
véque Hincmar, dans la quelle il y 
aces paroles de l'Epitre de Saint 
Jean, Tres sunt qui testimonium 
dant in celo, pater, verbum, et 
spiritus; on ajoite; Et hi tres 
unum sunt ; paroles qui n’y etoient 
point du temps d’ Hincmar; c’est 
pour quoi lors qu'il cite ce passage, 
il je cite tofijours sans cette addi- 
tion. Recueil General, &c. Tom. II. 
p.550. Hence it appears, that in 
the very Bible of Archbishop Hinc- 
mar, who filled the see of Rheims 
in 866, and was confessedly one of 
the most learned of the Gallican 
prelates, the passage of the heavenly 
witnesses was extant; but with the 
clause, Et hi tres unum sunt, added 
by a later hand; soas never to have 
been adduced by Hincmar in his 
citations of that passage. I could 
have wished, however, that our au- 
thor had been a little more ex- 
plicit as to the places in which the 
archbishop has cited the passage at 
all; as in the Hincmari Opuscula 
which I have, I can find no refer- 
ence whatever, either to the seventh 
or the eighth verse, but only to the 
ninth ; nor, indeed, considering the 
subject matter of these treatises, 1s 
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it probable, that it should be found. 
There is one thing remarkable, 
certainly, to be collected from the 
Bible of Hincmar; and which well 
agrees with what I have constantly 
observed of the history of this pas- 
that the words Tres unum 
occurred but once in the 


sage, 
sunt, 


Epistle of St. John, and that their 
proper place was at the close of the 
eighth, and not of the seventh verse. 

But, perhaps, it will next be 
asked, if the passage be really spu- 
rious, how it has happened to be 
cited by Vigilius, Tapsensis, Ful- 


Biblical [lustrations. 


[Fes 


gentius, Pseudo-Jerome, and many 
others after them; as well as ac- 
tually inserted into so many of the 
Latin manuscripts? To this I pur- 
pose to reply in a future paper; as 
also to what is termed the internal 
evidence of its authenticity, and it 
there be any thing else which may 
require to be answered. 
In the interim, 
I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
RECTOR OF SCAWTON. 
Stonegrove Parsonage, 


Dec. 15th, 1821. 


BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATIONS *. 
(Continued. ) 


Matt. xxvii. 9, 10. 

“ And they took the thirty pieces of 
silver, the price of Him that was valued,... 
and gave them for the potter’s field.” 

Earthen pots are very common 
through all Asia, and by what we 
read concerning the ‘* potter’s 
field,” they seem to have been in 
use in India, where grounds were 
allotted for their manufacture. In 
India, the ground is furnished by 
the proprietor, and for this reason 
he is supplied at an inferior price. 
— Description of a Village in Be- 
nares, see Tennant’s India. 

Why a potter’s field should be 
preferred to any other as a burial 
place, may be conjectured from the 
following extract from Parson’s Tra- 
vels in Asia and Africa, p. 113, as 
in all probability the same causes, 
which prevented its being convertible 
to arable or pasture ground, must 
have existed in ay equal degree in 
Palestine, a burial ground was one 
of the few purposes to which an 
open space of ground could have 
been applied. 

“ We travelled eleven hours this 
day, and the last six without once 


halting. The ground over which 
we travelled, seemed strewed over 
with small pieces of green earthen- 
ware, which were so plenty that 
many bushels could be gathered in 
the space ofa mile. I inquired into 
the occasion of it. The information 
which we received from our Sheik 
and others in the caravan, was, that 
in former ages, the greatest part of 
this plain was inhabited by potters, 
as the soil abounded then, as it does 
at present, with clay fit for their 
use ; that they moved their works 
from place to place, as they con- 
sumed the clay, or it suited their 
conveniency, They make now at 
Bagdad such kind of earthenware, 
with a green glazing upon it: when 
the sun shines it appears like green 
glass. They cannot plow this ground, 
as it would cut the feet of both men 
and oxen.” 
Matt. xxvii. 6. 

“ And the chief priests took the silver 
pieces, and said, It is not lawful for us to 
put them into the treasury, because it is 
the price of blood,” (Tan ainaTose) 

The hatred which the mountainous 
nations of Caucasus evince against 


* It is obvious that many of these illustrations bear a great resemblance to Harmer’s 
observations, but none, it is hoped, are identically the same, great care having been 
taken to omit any which lave previously appeared in that work. 
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the Russians, in a great measure 
arises from the same source (re- 
venge.) If the thirst of vengeance 
is quenche ‘d by a price paid to the 
family of the dece ased, this tribute 
is called Thlil-Vusa, or the price of 
blood.” — Clarke’s Travels, vol. i. 
p. 405. 
Exodus x. 4. 


‘¢ Else if thou refuse to let my people 
go, behold to-morrow will I bring the 
locusts into thy coast, and they shall cover 
the face of the earth, that one cannot be 
able to see the earth, and they shall eat 
the residue of that which is escaped, which 
remaineth unto you from the hail, and 
shall eat every tree which groweth for 
you out of the field.” 

Leviticus xi. 22. 

“ Even these of them ye may eat; the 
locust after his kind, and the bald locust 
after his kind, and the beetle after his 


kind, and the grasshopper after his kind,” 
Matt. iii. 4. 

“‘ And his meat was locusts and wild 

honey. 

The plains (steppes) were en- 

tirely covered by the bodies of lo- 


” 


custs, and their numbers falling re- 
sembled flakes of snow carried 
obliquely by the wind, and spread- 
ing a thick mist over the sun. The 
stories of these animals told us by 
the Tartars were more marvellous 
than we had before heard. They 
said that instances had occurred of 
persons being suffocated by a fall of 
locusts in the steppes. When they 
first make their appearance, a thick 
dark cloud is seen, very high in the 
air, which, as it passes, obscures 
the sun. I had always supposed the 
stories of the locusts to exaggerate 
their real appearance, but found 
their swarms so astonishing in all 
the steppes over which we passed 
in this part of our journey, that the 
whole face of nature might have 
been described as concealed by a 
living veil. It was now the season 
the Tartars added (middle of July) 
in which their numbers began to 
diminish. There are three kinds, 
Gryllus Tartaricus, Gryllus migra- 
torius, and Gryllus viridissimus ; 
this latter, however, is not produc. 
REMEMBRANCER, No. 38. 
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tive of much mischief.”—Clarke’s 
Travels in Russia, p. 437. 

Gryllus migratorius is an occa- 
sional visitor in this country; the 
Gryllus viridissimus is by no means 
uncommon. The former is figured 
in Donovan’s British Insects, plate 

270, the latter, plate 130. 

Amongst other particulars relative 
to this destructive insect, Jonas 
Hanway, in his Travels into Persia, 
vol. i. p. 84, says, that when Capt. 
Woodroofe was sailing up the Volga 
to Astrachan, he observed a prodi- 
gious cloud of them coming from 
W.N.W. which is across the river. 
The wind at that time blew very 
fresh, and nearly from the same 
point; when the locusts falling 
down, the water was covered with 
such prodigious swarms of them, 
that in some places they greatly ob- 
structed the motion of the boat for 
ten or twelve fathoms together. He 
says also, that they live for some 
time under water; for as they 
mounted on each other’s backs, they 
formed a cluster near three feet in 
diameter, which rolled along by the 
force of the wind, and rapidity 
of the current. In this manner 
they were driven ashore ; their wings 
being dried, they got upon the pas- 
ture, and very few were drowned. 
They lay so thick upon the plain 
for three days to the extent of as 
many miles, that it was impossible 
to walk without treading on them. 
When they began to fly, they dis. 
appeared in less than half an hour, 
leaving the plain without a blade of 
grass. 

In the Crimea, they are often 
eaten by the inhabitants. Some 
French emigrants who had been 
directed in this manner, assured me 
that when fried, they were very 
palatable and very wholesome.— 
Clarke's Travels in the Crimea, p. 
438, note. 

Red and green locusts at certain 
seasons fly about in great numbers, 
and do much mischief to the vege- 
table productions. In the interior, 
the damage they commit is very 
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great to the farmers; whole fields 
are destroyed and eaten up in a few 
hours. The south-east wind is a 
great enemy to them, dispersing and 
driving them in vast numbers out to 
sea. I have, whilst at anchor, seen 
many come aboard, tired and ex- 
hausted. They are of a very beau- 
tiful colour. ‘The Caffres and Hot- 
tentots, like the natives of Egypt, 
eat them for food at the season 
when they lose their wings, and are 
found in heaps on the ground.— 


[Fes 


Percival’s Cape of Good Hope, p. 
172. 

The inhabitants of New Holland 
are also partial to certain insects as 
food; the larva perforates trees, 
hence it is in all probability of the 
cerambyx genus, a species of beetle 
which, though of a different class, in 
some respects resembles the locust. 

Further references to the practice 
of eating locusts may be found in 
Parke’s Africa, p. 76, and Salt's 
Abyssinia, p. 172. 


ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Sketches of the Ecclesiastical His- 
tory of England. 


No, 2. FROM THE FIRST INTRO- 
DUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY 
INTO BRITAIN TO THE DE- 
PARTURE OF THE ROMANS. 

Tue Ecclesiastical History of this 
island before the Saxon wra, may 
be told in few words. And it is 
not without some apprehension of 
appearing tedious, that a chapter 
is devoted to the subject. But 
the slightest and earliest traces of 
great events are not to be neglected 
by the inquisitive, and there are 
circumstances in the conversion of 
the Britons which render it peculiar- 
ly interesting at the present day. 

It is impossible to give a detailed 
description of British manners be- 
fore the introduction of Christianity. 
The accounts which have come down 
to us are short, and incomplete, and 
the best of them is disfigured by 
inconsistencies, and blunders. It 
is certain, however, that our ances- 
tors were savages and idolators, and 
this is sufficient for practical pur- 
poses. There is no reason to sup- 


pose that the aboriginal Britons dif- 
fered in any material degree from 
other barbarians, or other heathens. 
Their resistance to the invading Ro- 
mans was brave, and persevering ; 
but from first to last it was the re- 


sistance of savage courage, not of 
skill and civilization: and from first 
to last it was rendered fruitless by the 
petty intrigues of kings, and chief. 
tains,—by the mutual jealousy and 
mutual insincerity of men who pre- 
ferred a foreign to a domestic mas- 
ter; and could not act in concert 
for a single campaign. Cesar tri- 
umphed over Cassibelaunus in con- 
sequence of the defection of the Tri- 
nobantes, and Caractacus was deli- 
vered up to Ostorius the general of 
Claudius, by Cartismandua, queen 
of the Brijantes, beneath whose 
roof he had sought refuge after his 
defeat. The history of the subju- 
gation of Britain by the Romans is 
the often repeated tale of the tri- 
umph of discipline and system over 
irregular and desultory valour. The 
ambush and the sally were the prin- 
cipal parts of British tactics, and 
the forest, the morass, and the 
mountain, their only entrenchments. 
It would argue a great want of na- 
tional pride to forget that the long 
period of 140 years elapsed between 
the invasion, (not to say the re- 
pulse) of Julius Cesar, and the 
conquest of Agricola. Even after 
Claudius landed on our island, the 
best generals and bravest armies of 
Rome, were resisted during forty 
years by half armed and naked 
sritons, But the entire course of 
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so long a war, does not furnish a 
single instance of civilization—mi- 


litary, civil, or domestic; and if 
history had not told us that our 
forefathers were savages, the fact 
might have been confidently inferred 
from the nature and duration of 
their resistance. Their valour would 
have ensured success had it been 
aided by discipline. Their defeats 
would have been fatal to any sol- 
diers but barbarians. 

There is no circumstance in their 
government, their religion, or their 
families, to efface the impression 
which is made by their military sys- 
tem. The country was possessed 
by small independent tribes; and 
the division was so minute that 
there were five kings in the county 
of Kent. Nothing can be certainly 
known respecting the extent of the 
king’s jurisdiction ; but he probably 
resembled a North American chief- 
tain, and was the head of a large 
family, rather than the monarch of 
a realm. His subjects, if such 
they can be called, were devoted to 
war and hunting ; were ignorant of 
letters, laws, commerce, and navi- 
gation; and their religion fostered 
natural courage and cruelty, aad 
aspired to no farther influence. 

The power of the Jewish and 
Christian priesthood has been the 
subject of much complaint, and 
is described as unparalleled and 
intolerable. Yet, in truth, the Druid, 
in the forests of Gaul and Britain, 
exercised an authority which has 
never been possessed by Christians, 
and inflicted a punishment not less 
severe than excommunication itself. 
The possessors and employers of 
this heavy weapon were ministers of 
idols, as horrid and as numerous as 
those of Egypt, aud endeavoured 
to appease their anger by the sa. 
crifice of human victims, burned 
alive at the altar. Such priests and 
such deities were not likely to in- 
culcate pure morality. The very 
foundations of domestic virtue and 
happiness were overthrown by the 
community of which 


wives, was 
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generally established: and in the 
dearth of other particulars we must 
form our estimate of the private 
manners of the Britons from this 
disgusting but unquestionable fact. 
It tells us that Christianity, when 
first preached in our island, was 
preached to an ignorant, an ill- 
governed, an idolatrous, and an im- 
moral people; and the next subject 
of enquiry is the success which it 
experienced. 

If credit be given even to the more 
sober and cautious ecclesiastical 
historians, the British nation was 
converted to Christianity at a very 
early period, and, for the most part, 
continued stedfast in the profession 
of the true faith until the invasion 
of the Saxons. The gross tales and 
inventions of the monks have long 
ceased to obtain credit. But in the 
majority of our writers there is still a 
strong disposition to antedate the 
general conversion of their country 
men. Accordingly they assure us 
that St. Paul preached in Britain be- 
fore the year of our Lord 60; that 
Christianity continued to flourish un. 
til the Diocletian persecution in 285; 
revived and was re-established in 
320, under the patronage of Con- 
stantine ; and continued the univer- 
sal religion of the country until the 
arrival of the Saxons in 449, The 
kingdom is also supposed to have 
been regularly divided into three 
archiepiscopal provinces, London, 
York, and Caer-Leon, and each pro- 
vince subdivided into dioceses and 
parishes. Schools of learning are 
said to have been established in the 
principal Roman towns, and the 
University of Cambridge has laid 
claim to many thousand students as 
early as the reign of Diocletian. 
The regular service, and disciplin: 
of the Church, the maintenance of 
the clergy, and various other par- 
ticulars have been described with 
an appearance of accuracy; and 
nothing is wanted but the original 
authorities upon which such flatter 
descriptions rest. Parts oi 
correct, Clemens 


ing 
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Romanus declares that the Apostles 
advanced to the extreme parts of 
the west; and Britain may be in- 
cluded under these expressions. It 
is affirmed by Tertullian, that the 
Gospel had reached and conquered 
countries which were inaccessible to 
the Roman legions; and many simi- 
lar expressions have been pointed out 
by the historians. They establish 
the possibility of the events which 
they are brought to prove ; but as 
proofs they are evidently insufficient. 
The western country alluded to 
might have been Spain, rather than 
Britain: and the Gospel may have 
been received in the unconquered 
parts of our island from meaner lisp 
than an Apostles’ *. 

And where positive evidence is 
wanting, are we justified in presum- 
ing that an Apostle really preached, 
and that miracles were really wrought 
in a country, which made little or no 
subsequent progress in Christianity ; 
and which can shew no reliques of an 
apostolic congregation, or an un- 
interrupted episcopal succession ¢ 
Is it not taking very unwarrantable 
liberties with the Apostles, to re- 
present them as going about break- 
ing up much ground and thoroughly 
cultivating nene? Is it credible 
that a nation which had been visited 
by St. Paul, should be redueed in 
less than a century to so low an ebb 
as to be compelled to send to Rome 
for instructors, as king Lucius is 
reported to have done, about the 
year of our Lord 160? The whole 
story of Lucius, is probably a for- 
gery, designed to strengthen the 
claims of Rome; pope Elutherius 
being reported to have consecrated 
two bishops and despatched them 
to the king with instructions how 





* Papists have contended that Britain 
was converted by St. Peter, witha view 
of establishing the Pope’s authority in the 
island, Protestants have clearly shewn 
that no such event took place: but in order 
to make assurance double sure, they have 
transferred the taskto St. Paul, a less im- 
probable, but still a very doubtful circum. 
stance 


to proceed in the work of con- 
version. But this strange tale is be- 
lieved by the persons who contend 
for the Apostle’s journey into Eng. 
land, and much pains and ingenuity 
have been thrown away in endeavour- 
ing to reconcile its numerous con- 
tradictions. But the strongest point 
of all is, that the earliest British 
historians knew nothing of these 
important and interesting circum- 
stances. Gildas, a Briton, who 
flourished at least two centuries be- 
fore any other of our native writers, 
enters into no details respecting the 
conversion of the island. He ad- 
mits that in the fifth century he was 
not in possession of any national 
documents (Scripta patria, scripte- 
rumve monumenta) but that if any 
such things had ever existed they had 
either been destroyed by enemies, 
or taken away by exiles ; and that 
consequently he is obliged to have 
recourse to foreign and mutilated 
narrations. Of these narrations he 
has not given a very lucid abridg- 
ment. But he seems to mean that 
Christianity was introduced into 
Britain about the same time as the 
Roman authority, that is from seven- 
ty to eighty years after Christ. And 
he asserts that it was coldly received 
by the natives, and preserved by 
some persons with more or less care 
until the ninth year of the persecu- 
tion of Diocletian. He names the 
three martyrs, Albanus of Verulam, 
and Aaron and Julius of Caer Leon, 
who suffered at that period; dis- 
figures his history by the introduc- 
tion of the legendary miracles of 
the former (almost the only passage 
in his work which can be fairly ex- 
cepted against) and adds that others 
of both sexes underwent a similar 
fate in various places. After the 
persecution ceased, he describes 
the Christians as repairing their 
churches, and celebrating pious fes- 
tivals, and continuing in unity until 
the Arian heresy introduced bitter 
strife, and opened a way for no- 
velty, instability, and every deadly 
poison, , ; i 
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The account of the venerable 
Bede differs in several respects from 
that of Gildas. He gives the story 
of king Lucius, and considers that 
prince’s conversion as the first 
planting of Christianity in Britain. 
The martyrdoms of Albanus, &c. 
he recites pretty much in the same 
manner as Gildas: adding that Al- 
banus was not converted to Chris- 
tianity until the day before his mar- 
tyrdom; and describing the peace 
that ensued upon the close of the 
persecution in the very words of the 
elder historian; and the terrible ef- 
fects of the Arian heresy in language 
evidently borrowed from him. There 
is nothing more upon the subject in 
Bede, until the departure of the 
Romans; and it is contrary to every 
just rule of evidence or inference to 
believe that these two writers were 
ignorant of facts that have been 
discovered by their successors, or 
that the British Church had arrived 
at a degree of solidity and extent, 
of which they entertained no con- 
ception. 

Supposing Gildas, the elder and 
the more unbiassed author, to be 
correct, nothing can be simpler 
than the introduction of Christianity 
into Britain. It was brought by the 
Romans who settled here in the time 
of Claudius, and made but little 
progress before the reign of Con- 
stantine. Albanus is universally con- 
sidered the first British martyr, and 
he died towards the end of Diocle- 
tian’s tyranny. The Church would 
not have been suffered to remain 
so long unpersecuted, if its numbers 
or fame had attracted much obser- 
vation. And the names of the suf- 
ferers and the detailed circum- 
stances of their fate, render it pro- 
bable that they were not Britons 
but Roman soldiers. Few years had 
elapsed after Diocletian’s persecu- 
tion, when Constantine, a native of 
Britain, prohibited idolatrous wor- 
ship, and gave encouragement, if 
not establishment to the Christian 
faith ; and accordingly Gildas tells 
us that jhe Church flourished and 
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encreased from this period to the in- 
troduction of Arianism, An ac- 
count in itself highly probable, and 
which confines the prosperity of the 
British Christians to a short period 
of time. It has been usual to lay 
much stress upon the support and 
patronage of Constantine, upon the 
schools which he founded, and the 
churches which he built and endow- 
ed. Every thing, however, of this 
sort is mere supposition. He acted 
thus in other parts of the Roman 
empire, and it is inferred that Bri- 
tain, his native country, was not 
neglected. But unfortunately we 
know, that Britain and Gaul, and 
the whole of his western dominions 
were neglected by Constantine, more 
especially towards the end of his 
life. And if Christian schools had 
been founded, and had flourished, 
it seems absolutely impossible that 
every vestige of them should have 
perished. The following age was 
distracted by controversy, and the 
writings of the different parties 
would naturally be numerous, yet 
Gildas doubted whether any eccle- 
siastical documents had ever existed 
in Britain, and was confident that 
none remained. The power, num- 
bers, wealth, and civilization of the 
inhabitants had arrived at a very 
respectable height, and yet there 
are no civil or philosophical writers. 
Under all these circumstances, it is 
more probable that Constantine 
gave a few short years of peace and 
unity to the British Christians, than 
that he adorned religion by an es- 
tablished church, or strengthened it 
by a learned priesthood. 

The existence of episcopal go- 
vernment, however, cannot be ques- 
tioned. The signatures of three 
British bishops are affixed to the 
council of Arles; there is reason to 
believe that they were present at 
Nice; and at Ariminum among the 
bishops assembled by Constantius 
to support his favourite Arianism, 
three British bishops were too poor 
to defray their own expenses, and 
lived at the charge of the Emperor, 








: 


te 


78 Sketches of the Ecclesiastical History of England. [Fes, 


rather than encumber their richer 
brethren, This is ample evidence 
of the existence and the government 
of the British church. To explain 
away the obvious inference from the 
circumstance of there having been 
but three bishops at Arles, it has 
been conjectured that they were the 
three archbishops of the provinces 


formerly mentioned. The poverty of 


the bishops at Ariminum is attributed 
to their being only suffragans, who 
would have been supported, if they 
had not declined it, by their weal- 
thier metropolitans*. But these 
are weak excuses; and it is best at 
once to confess the truth, viz. that 
the bishops of those days were few 
and poor, and presided over a 
church whieh was neither numerous, 
powerful, or learned. In fact, the 
Romans conferred few benefits upon 
this portion of their empire. They 
drained the country of its men to 
recruit their armies, and of its 
wealth to feed them. They never 
effectually relieved it from the in- 
cursions of the barbarians. They 
involved it in all the wars which 
were occasioned by disputed suc- 
cessions. And more than one 
usurper of the supreme command 
rested his whole chance of success 
upon the valour of the British 
troops. The history of Britain, 
during its subjugation by the Ro- 
nians, is a continual series of rebel- 
lions, expeditions, and calamities ; 
and if the civil and religious im- 
provements were able to break the 
force of the old idolatry, and thus 
prepare the way for the general re- 


* Milton, who in spite of his Preshy- 
terian principles, entertained the most so- 


vereign contempt for the Assembly of 


Divines by whom it was established, ob- 
serves upon this circumstance in the fol- 
lowing terms: “ The bishops esteemed it 
more honourable to live on the public than 
to be obnoxious to any private purse. 
Doubtless an ingenuous mind, and far 
above the Presbyters of our age, who like 
well to sit in Assembly on the public sti- 
pend, but like not the poverty that caused 
these to do so.” 


ception of the Gospel, it was as 
much as there was reason to ex- 
pect, and as much as can be proved 
to have taken place. 

No notice will be taken, in the 
present sketch, of the lessons which 
were communicated to the people, 
under the style and title of Chris- 
tianity, because all the statements 
which are put forth upon this sub- 
ject, are of doubtful authority. 
They are taken from the Greek and 
Roman Fathers; and it is fair to 
suppose, thai the doctrines of those 
Fathers were preached in Britain, 
while it was under the dominion of 
Rome. But there is no certainty 
that this was actually the case ; the 
continental writers afford no precise 
information on the subject of British 


Christianity ; and the statements of 


Gildas, which are at once full, satis- 
factory, and authentic, will be pro- 
duced in their most appropriate 
place, if they are reserved until the 
departure of the Romans. 

The convulsions by which that 
event was preceded and followed, 
left our affranchised country in a 
state of the greatest distress *. It 
had no acknowledged head, no con- 
stitution, no army, and no established 
or effective church. The people had 
given up one set of civil habits, and 
religious opinions and practices, and 
had not yet adopted another. Bri- 
tain became the prey of every one 
that chose to invade it. The Picts, 
and Scots, the Irish, the Saxons, and 
many other savage tribes, took ad- 
vantage of its wretched condition, and 
harassed the inhabitants in the most 
cruel manner. The Arian heresy was 
followed by Pelagianism in all its 





* Gibbon has amused himself, (Decline 
and Fall, ch. xxxi.) by giving a very poeti- 
cal description of the wealth, power, and 
happiness of the Britons, after what he is 
pleased to term the expulsion of the Ro- 
mans. It is not easy to discover the mo- 
tive for this gross falsification of history. 
It does not tend to injure but to exalt 
Christianity ; and the historian informs his 
readers, in a note, that they need not be- 
lieve him unless they like it. 
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shapes; and the bishops and clergy, 
as will be seen hereafter were com- 
pelled to seek assistance from Gaul. 
In short it is impossible that the 
review of any future portion of our 
Ecclesiastical History can close in 
less satisfactory language than that 
which truth dictates upon the pre. 
sent occasion, The country was 
weakened and ruined by civilization ; 
and Christianity, which had been 
known here for three hundred and 
fifty years, and had been the public 
religion of the nation for upwards 
of a century, was too much en- 
feebled by the ignorance and vices 
of its professors, to restore private 
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virtue or public strength. A useful 
lesson to those who are engaged 
in the conversion of heathen na- 
tions ;—encouraging them never to 
despair of ultimate success, how- 
ever trifling and dilatory their pro- 
gress May appear ;—warning them 
never to expect that where mira- 
culous powers are withheld, a sin- 
cere and genuine national conver- 
sion can be effected in a single age, 
or that when effected, it can be 
preserved without the help of regu- 
lar government, established forms 
of worship, and a well educated and 
pious priesthood. 
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WARWICKSHIRE BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tue following letter has been re- 
ceived from the Rev. T. S. Grim- 
shawe, disavowing the Report of 
his Speech, which was published in 
the Sketch of the Proceedings in the 
Court House at Warwick, &c. and 
quoted in the Christian Remembran- 
cer, Vol. III. p. 750. We said at 
the time that we doubted the ac- 
curacy of the Report; and we ex- 
horted Mr. Grimshawe, and likewise 
Mr, Spooner, and Mr. Dudley, to dis- 
own the speeches that had been im- 
puted to them. We trust that the ex- 
ample of the former will be speedily 
followed up by his colleagues ; 
and have only to add, with respect 
to his hesitation on the authenticity 
of the Sketch, that an application 
to the Warwick Committee would 
be the shortest mode of obtaining 
the information of which he is in 
want. 


To the Editor of the Remembrancer. 
Sir, 
Having just perused the stric- 


tures in the Christian Remembran- 
cer for December, on the subject of 


LANIES. 


the formation of the Warwickshire 
Bible Society, I trust I shall stand 
excused in offering a few remarks on 
that portion of them which personally 
relates to myself. An observation is 
there attributed to me, and alleged to 
be founded on a published account, 
or “ Sketch of the proceedings,” 
circulated by the authority of the 
committee. The passage is as fol- 
lows. 

‘* Mr. Grimshawe, in refutation 
of Mr. Boudier’s statement, that 
the Bible Society was not generally 
sanctioned by the ministers of the 
Established Church, read over the 
names of the vice-presidents of the 
Bible Society, among whom were 
many of the first dignitaries of the 
Church,”” 

Having never seen the publication 
of the proceedings here alluded to, 
I ain willing to presume the passage 
to be justly quoted, but I lose no 
time in most explicitly stating that 
this was not the language uttered 
by me on that occasion, I should, 
indeed, think that I was consulting 
neither the obligations of private 
character, nor what is due to the 
dignity of a public institution, 
could I, in pleading its merits, adopt 
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any other language than what is 
consistent with the most scrupulous 
regard to truth. I might add that 
such -a deviation, knowingly com- 
mitted, would appear to me doubly 
reprehensible, in proportion as the 
object of the institution is of so 
sacred a nature, and so many ob- 
vious topics present themselves, in 
strict alliance with truth, on which 
to ground an appeal to public pa- 
tronage and support. The part of 
the Rev. Mr. Boudier’s speech to 
which I exclusively confined my 
comments, was, where that gentle- 
man asserted, that however a con- 
siderable proportion of distinguish- 
ed characters, and dignitaries of 
our Church might originally have 
given to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, the sanction of their 
name and support, that sanction 
had for the most part been subse- 
quently withdrawn. I have often 
had occasion to observe how unac. 
quainted the opponents of the So- 
ciety are with the existing state of 
its history and operations, and as 
often cherished the persuasion, that 
a candid examination of both must 
necessarily lead toa renunciation of 
the prejudices entertained against 
it. The assertion of Mr. Boudier 
was so opposed to fact, as to ex- 
cite, I believe, general astonish- 
ment; and without wishing to im- 
pute to him any thing beyond an 
unintentional error, yet it was an 
error of such magnitude, and so 
calculated to prejudice the subject, 
that I availed myself of the first 
opportunity to correct so palpable 
a misrepresentation. In refutation 
of it 1 enumerated the distinguished 
names that are to be found on the 
list of the parent Society’s vice- 
presidents, containing no Jess than 
eleven prelates; and in proof that 
this was not a mere nominal sanc- 
tion, I further submitted to the meet- 
ing some recorded and well authenti- 
cated testimonies of their cordial and 
avowed approbation. Such is the 
real statement of the case. To this 


act of defence I solely restricted 
myself; my object was simply to 
prove that the desertion so confi- 
dently asserted, was a gratuitous 
supposition, and in opposition to 
decided fact; but that the clergy of 
the Established Church generally 
supported the institution, I never 
maintained, It is not for me to 
undertake the vindication of others, 
who are so competent to plead for 
themselves; but I must confess, 
though I listened with the utmost 
degree of attention to the several 
principal addresses, I cannot recall 
to my memory the language attri- 
buted to Mr. Spooner. Mr. Dudley 
and myself saw no published ac- 
count of the proceedings, but what 
was contained in the provincial 
paper, which abounded with so 
many inaccuracies, and was alto- 
gether so loose and imperfect a de- 
lineation of what we delivered, that 
we both expressed our formal pro- 
test against it. With respect to 
the “‘ Sketch of the Proceedings,” 
I must beg not to be considered re- 
sponsible for what I never saw, and 
did not revise. But I trust I may 
be allowed to add that I never wit- 
nessed a public meeting, where an 
avowed opponent (for so Mr, Bou- 
dier proclaimed himself to be), was 
treated with more decorum and re- 
spect; where his remarks were lis- 
tened to with more patience; or 
answered with more forbearance ; 
and every objection more candidly 
and dispassionately considered. In 
one of his arguments, as will ap- 
pear by a reference to his speech, 
he strenuously urged, that there 
was no necessity for the proposed 
Society, because Warwick was ade- 
quately supplied with the Scrip- 
tures ; whereas the specific object 
of the meeting was the establish- 
ment of a County Society ; at the 
same time its applicability to War- 
wick itself, may be inferred from the 
following fact, that though Mr. 
Boudier assumed only 200 Bibles 


were wanted, in a population of 
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8000 souls, (a circumstance which 
I do not believe can be asserted with 
truth, of any town throughout the 
kingdom) it was officially stated at 
the public meeting, as the result of 
a survey, and that only a limited 
one, that 270 families were found 
to be wholly destitute of the sacred 
Scriptures. Without entering upon 
further topics, allow me to express 
an earnest hope, with a candour 
which I trust will neither be misin- 
terpreted nor resented, that if the 
Bible Society is doomed to continue 
the fruitful source of controversy, 
it may be suffered, so far as that 
controversy may be admitted within 
the pages of a “ Christian Remem- 
brancer,” to be conducted accord- 
ing to the rules of manly and legi- 
tiinate argument; and that no mo- 
tives be attributed, or imputations 
cast, which the friends of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society can 
consider to be a violation of per- 
sonal militating 
against the still more sacred require- 
ments of truth. I would respectfully 
allude to passages such as these, 
in the number for December last, 
as infringing upon this principle. 
‘* Among the former were the whole 
body of the Dissenters, and of the 
Churchmen who admire and resemble 
the Dissenters.” P.743. ‘* Was not 
the Bible Society instituted for the 
purpose of uniting them (the Dis- 
senters) gradually to the Church.” 
P.749. * Besides it may be fairly 
questioned whether the rapid strides 
of Sociniauism be so ungenial to the 
sentiments of the Bible Society, as 
your correspondent seems to ima- 
gine.” P. 724. 

The weapons of controversy are 
of themselves sufficiently keen and 
pointed; and when we add to them 
the accompaniments of passion or 
of uujust surmise, we resemble 
those tribes who are reported to 
have tinged with poison the extre- 
mity of their darts, that the breast, 
which might possibly escape th 
effects of the weapon itself, might 
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courtesy, Or as 


Societies for P. C. K. & Building and Enlarging Churches. 


experience its projected destruction 
by the sure and more efficacious 
operation of the poison. 

T. S. GRIMSHAW., 
Burton Latimer, Jan. 19, 1822. 


Re 
To the Editor of the Remembrancer. 
SIR, 


HAVING understood that the So- 
ciety for the Building and Enlarg- 
ing of Churches, did not interfer 
in the management of any building 
to which they made a donation, it 
was not without surprize, that I 
learnt a prejudice existed in some 
parts of the kingdom against th: 
Society upon this very ground. Thi 
complaint which I have heard mad 
against the Society is this, that 
when the Committee of manage- 
ment voted a sum of money towards 
the erection of a Church, togethe: 
with their money, they sent an ar- 
chitect, who took the whole ma 
nageiment of the proposed building 
upon himself, and in some cases 
had involved the parties concerned 
in so much additional expence, that 
instead of being benefited, they were 
in fact injured by their application 
to the Society. 

I have also heard dissatisfaction 
expressed, and an objection raised 
against a proceeding of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 
The objection is founded on an 
idea, that the funds of the So- 
ciety are misapplied, in being made 
subservient to the circulation of 
improper books. Such, for instance, 
as Robinson Crusoe, and others, 
upon the Supplemental Catalogue, 
which do not seem to be immedi- 
ately connected with religion. 

I must confess to you that I sus- 
pect both these reports to be the 
inventious of those who are labour- 
ing to raise prejudices against all 
genume Church institutions ; how- 
ever this be, they are getting into 


extensive circulation, and ought 


to be authoritatively refuted; aud 


M 
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therefore if any of your corres- 
poudents, who are well acquainted 
with the proceedings of the above 
mentioned Societies, will have the 
voodness to state whether there is 
any real ground for them or not, he 
will confer an obligation upon many 
of your country readers, and parti- 
cularly upon your hu ible servant, 
c. B. 

We are oblige d to ee N. for ask- 
ing these questions ; and beg leave 
to return the following answers. 

The Society for Building and En- 
larging Churches and Chapels, has 
not interfered, either directly or in- 
directly, in the appointment of any 
architect, builder, or surveyor; and 
its grants are laid out under the 
sole direction of the local autho- 
rilies, at whose request they are 
voted. 

The Society for promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge has not expended 
one single farthing in the circula- 
tion of Robinson Crusoe, or of the 
other books of entertainment and 
instruction, to be found on its Sup- 
plemental Catalogue. The pur- 
chasers of such books pay for them 
at prime cost. The funds of the 
Society are exclusively devoted to 
the distribution of religious publi- 
cations. 


i Pe 


To the Editor of the Remembrancer. 
Sir, 

KNOWING your readiness to admit 

any thing into your very useful Mis- 

cellany, that is of essential interest 

to the Clergy, I beg leave most ear- 


1 


vesthy te your attention to the 

present upe ration ol the act 57 

Geo. Ill. “* For consolidati: and 

amending the Laws relating to spi- 
5 i 


ritual Persons,” &c. 
Owing, Sir, to the very extra- 


ordinary change s which have taken 


place, particularly in thi prices of 
all articles of agricultural produce, 
the Curates are in general better 


provided for, throughout the kine- 
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dom, than those Incumbents who 
have received their preferment since 
the year 1813. Iam myself a Rec- 
tor, and was obliged to allow my 
Curate a stipend of £150 per an- 
num, with the parsonage-house, and 
other advantages. I was induced, 
also, conscientiously to make to the 
Bishop a return of £1200 a year, as 
the gross value of my living; but, 
owing to the extreme distress of the 
farmers, the utmost that 1 could 
possibly collect, about a fortnight 
since, for tithes due at Michaelmas 
last, was £139 15s. 9d. and yet I 
am compelled to pay rates, taxes, 
&e. in addition to my Curate’s 
salary. 

1 am, indeed, truly thankful, that 
I possess other sources of income ; 
but many of my reverend brethren, 
“ who have laboured long in the 
vineyard, and borne the heat and 
burden of the day,” will speedily 
be ruined, unless my Lords the 
Bishops, take this matter into im- 
mediate consideration, and do some- 


thing effectual on the opening of 


Parliament. 

I wish not to excite any interest or 
compassion for certain individuals, 
who leave others, without any plea 
of necessity, to perform their sacred 
functions, while they themselves are 
spending the income of their re- 
spective livings in idleness and dissi- 
pation, or in wandering about from 
place to place. I wish to call the 
attention of the Legislature to the 
very severe case of the aged and 
infirm; of those; also, who have 
families to provide for, and who 
have obtained Jicences for non-resi- 
dence, on account of chronic dis- 
eases, unhealthy situations, and 
other sutticient cau es. 

Viv case, | wish you to under- 
ud, is by no means singular, with 
respect to the smallness of the sum 


collected for tithes. The ( lergy 


in general, it may be said, will not 
this year, receive one-eighth of the 
sums compounded for. A Rector in 
Kent, who is resident, and whose 
living was estimated at £1200 per 
innum, did not last year receive 
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sorted to for enforcing payment, 
the landlord then immediately dis- 
trains for arrears of rent, and the 
Clergyman is left without any re- 


legal measures are re- 


source whatever. 

In giving this communication a 
place in the Christian 
brancer, you will represent the de- 


Remem- 
plorable case of hundreds of re- 
spectable clergymen, and, perhaps, 
may be the means of procuring tot 
them some speedy alleviation and 
edress. 

[ am, Sir 


humble servant, 


' 
; most obedient 


youl 
CLERICUS, 
a 
To the Editor of the Remembranccr. 


Sit 


As your valuable publication 1 
loubt meets the eyes of some of the 
earned judges of the land, if you 
will give place to the following re- 
narks in your next, you will much 
‘blige your constant reader, 
Bla. 
When a has perpetrated 
such crimes as have 
ife a forfeit to the laws of his coun- 
try, it is the custom of the Judge, 
ifter passing sentence of death upon 


sinner 


rendered his 


him, strongly to exhort bim to pass 
he few remaining hours of his life 
n prayer, and such other offices of 
religion, as may be most likely to 
make his peace with God. This IS 
undoubtedly charitable and humane, 


und done with the best intention, 
but does it not tend to confirm 
the notion of the value and eth- 
cacy of a death-bed repentance ? 


ind that, not only in the mind of 


he unhappy criminal himself, but 


n the minds also of the numerous 


persons, of all ages and descrip- 
tions, who are usually collected to- 


‘ 


court of justice, and 


gether in a 
who, perhaps, are more likely to 
be affected by the short, but solemn, 
address and manner of the Judge, 
than by the best discourse delivered 
from the pulpit, 
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not this 
account 


Does 


measure, 


practice, im some 
for the confident 
assertions that we so repeatedly hear 
the atrocious 
criminals, of their hopes of salva- 
tion? It would then, in 
our Judges to be more guarded in 


expressed by most 


be wise 


their exhortations, because by en 
couraging 


a late repe 
the 


hopes of salvation upon 
ntance, they necessarily 
virtuous prac 


lessen value of 


Lice, 


Dec. 11, 1821 
a 


v7 , 
To th Editor of the Be membrancer. 


“ri 
Si, 


the 
merits of the Bible Society, but as 


I HAVE no wish te discuss 
it Is impossible to judge of the pro 
priety of its Committee’s acts, un- 
less they are stated correctly, I, as 
i friend and member of that So- 
ciety, request your insertion of a few 
observations upon such versions of 
the Holy Scriptures as have been 
condemned as erroneous by some of 
your correspondents, ; 

A person who forms his opinion 
of their proceedings from Alpha’s 
letter, must consider them either as 
purposely betraying their trust, or 
from ignorance in ompetent to dis- 
charge their duty; neither conclu- 
sion, I feel confident, will be adopted 
by any candid person, who is really 
acquainted with the sabject, whe- 
ther he be friendly or hostile to the 
constitution of the Society. Its sole 
is the circulation, to the 

possible extent, of the 
Word of God; and it is well known, 
that it has pursued its object with 
unexampled zeal and activity, in 
every quarter of the globe. Con 
sequently, in many languages, it has 


design 


greatest 


been under the necessity of adopt- 
but in 
Christian countries, approved ver- 
have been in use before the 
Society's existence, and these it has 
printed verbatim, judging that if the 
version recommended was, upon the 
M » 


ing new translations, most 


sions 





o4 


whole, a faithful copy of the ori- 
ginal text, it would be inexpedient 


to sanction any private correction of 


it, though aware that the very best 
is capable of improvement. Thus, 
at home, it has pledged itself to 
distribute no other in the English 
language, than the version of our 
own Church; and abroad, it has 
printed for Roman Catholics, ap- 
proved translations from the Vul- 
: De . 

Italy, Martini’s; and in Spain, that 
of Father Scio, who was the tutor 
of the present Sovereign. The 
Society’s Protestant Spanish Testa- 
ment is an exact reprint from that 
of Sebastian de la Enzina, published 
at Amsterdam, in 1708. It is said 
to be only the revision of a much 
earlier one by Cassiodore de Reyna, 
printed at Basil in 1569, described 
by some as following that of Eras- 
mus, but by Father Simon as in- 
fluenced by that of Geneva. The 
same critic speaks in more favour- 
able terms than is usual with him, 
of the Italian Bible of Diodati, 
which, notwithstanding his residence 
there, and his connection with Beza, 
has been less affected by that Re- 
former’s Latin Testament, than our 
own authorized version. 

There are two Bibles in use 
among the French Prostestants; in 
Paris that of Ostervald, and Mar- 
tini’s in the southern and western 
provinces. Your Caen correspon- 
dent is surprised at the Society’s 
preference of the former, but it has 
in fact shown no partiality; for it 
has printed both, It probably is 
not known by him, that whatever 
variation there may be between 
them, neither is an independent 
original work. The only Protes- 
tant translation is that of Olivetan, 
as early as 1535, which was used, 
and afterwards corrected by Calvin ; 
it has been revised several times, 
and was modernized and altered 
both by Martin and Ostervald, in the 
last century; but I am not aware 
that either has strained any passage 
to favour, more than the original 


gate,—in France, Sacy’s; in 
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text does, the doctrines of the Re- 
formed Church. I learn from your 
note to my former communication, 
that I am mistaken in supposing 
that the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge had printed 
Ostervald’s version. The reason of 
this 1 presume to be, because Mar- 
tini’s is used in Guernsey and Jersey, 
and not disapprobation of the trans- 
lation, for Ostervald was much con- 
nected with the Society, and his 
Reflections upon the Bible, in two 
large volumes, which were originally 
published by the Society, are still 
upon its list. Of course, such a 
work will much more fully convey 
his sentiments than his Bible, I ap- 
prehend that upon enquiry, it would 
be found, that he was not a Cal- 
vinist, though a minister of the Re- 
formed Church. 

Alpha describes the Icelanders as 
heart-broken by the alterations made 
in the version published by the 
Bible Society. This is a strong 
expression ; but he does not state 
upon what authority the information 
rests, and he does not intimate that 
he hus himself visited the island. 
Mr. Hendeyson, who went there for 
the purpose of distributing the 
Scriptures, uses very different lan- 
guage. He allows, indeed, that in 
the edition of 1807, a number of 
orthographical alterations were in- 
troduced, together with several new 
words and phrases, which appeared 
better to the corrector of the press, 
Justiciary Thorkelin, than those 
found in the former edition. Had 
Mr. Henderson stopt here, we might 
have drawn Alpha’s conclusion; but 
he continues in the next sentence, 
‘© it must be allowed, at the same 
time, that the alterations are of no 
great importance, and would not 
have been mentioned here, had it 
not been that they are disapproved 
of by the generality of the Ice- 
landers, who are, nevertheless, 
thankful for the gift, and peruse it 
with assiduity and profit.”” This 
observation applies to the first edi- 
tion. 1n1813, the Bible was printed 
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for the Society at Copenhagen, 
under Mr. Henderson’s own super- 
intendance, and it is fair to suppose, 
that those emendations which he 
and the natives disapproved, were 
rejected. We know, at least, that 
they manifested the utmost desire 
of obtaining copies of it, and a 
poet of their own, who may be 
pronounced a more competent judge 
of the merits of the edition, than 
any foreigner, has conveyed the 
thanks of his country for “ the 
healing balm of sacred Jove,” in a 
poem, in which he thus addresses 
the Society. 


Society of Christ ! most dear 

To heaven, to virtue, and to me! 

For ever lives thy memory here: 

While Iceland is; thy fame shall be. 
Thus Thule, and her sons employ 
Their harps, to pour the grateful song ; 
And long thy gifts may we enjoy, 

And pour this grateful tribute long. 


Mr. Henderson informs us, in 
another aon Bible Society Report, 
i816, p. 212, that this translation, 
though the best they have, is al- 
lowed, on all hands, to labour un- 
der very considerable imperfection. 
Those, therefore, who take an in- 
terest in the spiritual welfare of 
that remote island, will be glad to 
hear that it is likely to be super- 
seded by a more accurate one, as 
the Bishop had, in 1817, advanced 
pretty far, in union with other 
learned men, in the preparation of 
the New Testament. 

I an, Sir, 
Your humble servant, 
M. 
Oxford, Dec. 12, 1821. 


I 


WE REPRINT THE FOLLOWING 
LETTERS FROM THE “ NEW 
TIMES.” 


To the Editor of the New Times. 
Fulham, Dec. 27, 1821. 
Sir, 
I sHALL feel obliged to you, if you will 
give insertion to the following letter. It 
was addressed, as you will perceive, to 
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one of the Episcopal Patrons of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and was in- 
tended for the private satisfaction of his 
Lordship, and of those to whom he might 
think proper to communicate it: but as 
the charge which it was meant to refute 


(and which has since been revived, with 


additional matter of accusation equally 
unfounded) is said to be producing an 
impression unfavourable to the charac- 
ter of the Society, I have found myself 
compelled most reluctantly to adopt the 
only expedient by which it appeared to 
me that the injurious consequences of such 
an impression could be generally and ef- 
fectually counteracted. 
Iam, Sir, your bumble servant, 
Joun Owen. 


“ To the Lord Bishop of ——. 
“ Fulham, Nev. 29, 1821. 
** My Lord, 


“ Your Lordship having obligingly drawn 
my attention to an article in the Christian 
Remembrancer for October last, in which 
the conduct of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, in a particular instance, has 
been gravely impugned, I lose no time 
in laying before your Lordship such ob- 
servations as will, [ trust, make it appear, 
that the Society has been wrongfully ac- 
cused, and that the reproach attempted to 
be fastened upon it is altogether unde- 
served, 

“« In the article referred to by your 
Lordship, a writer, who signs himself 
C, L,, and dates his letter from Caen, dis- 
tinctly charges the British and Foreign 
Bible Society with having sent forth to 
the world, under its authority, ‘ a cor- 
rupted translation of the Bible,’ into 
French, and in no very covert way insi- 
nuates, that this has been done to favour 
the cause of ‘ Socinianism.’ ‘The circum- 
stance on which the writer professes to 
found both the accusation and the infer- 
ence, is, that having been led to consult 
the French translation published by the 
Bible Society, ‘ for the purpose of quoting 
texts in proof of the Divine nature of 
Jesus Christ,’ he was greatly surprised, on 
meeting with a passage of the utmost im- 
portance to his purpose, to find it rendered 
in a way which corresponded neither with 
the original, nor with the English autho- 
rised version. The passage referred to is 
contained in the 18th and 19th verses of 
2 Cor. chap. v.; and it appeared, that the 
words which in the original are, ‘ Q¢ ors 
Orog ny ey Xeiotw xocpoy xatTarracowy 
tavrw, and in the authorised E english ver- 
sion are translated, ‘ that God was in Christ 
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reconciling the world unto himself, are ren- 
dered in the Bible Society’s French trans 
lation, thus: ‘Car Dieu a réconeilié le 
monde avec sui-méme, par ¢ Avist.’ Now, 
observes the writer, ‘ the Bible Society’s 
translation is said to be printed from the 
Paris edition of 1805, and was doubtless 
selected by the Society in preference to 
other editions, ‘ notwithstanding it is well 
known that the French Protestants con- 
sider the best French version of the Bible 
to be that of Martin, iw which the words, 
© Q4— ors Oeos ny ey Xeicrw,’ &c. To wit, 
‘That God was in Christ, &c. are literally 
translated—‘* Car Dieu étoit en Christ 
réconciliant le monde avee lui-meme.’ 


‘ 


“ Such, my Lord, is the substance of 


the charge itself. The writer who brings 
it forward, describes it as a * circumstance 
which appears to him to demand explana- 
tion on the part of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society; and that explanation, not 
as their official organ, but as their volun- 
tary advocate, I shall now make it my 
endeavour to give.’ 

“T. In the first place, the ground of th 
accusation against the Bible Soeiety, is 
laid in an assumption, that the French 
translation printed by them is either a 
version originally vicious, or that they have 
so corrupted it by their ‘ revision and cor- 
rection,’ as to have made it substantially 
and responsibly their own; whereas, it is, 
in fact, the version of Ostervald, and the 
rendering complained of is to be found in 
every edition of Ostervald’s Bible which | 
have seen, from the year 1816, when the 
first edition of that Bible appeared, down 
to the year 1818, when the latest was 
printed at Basle, The words ‘ carefully 
revised and corrected according to the 
Hebrew and Greek texts’ (revue et cor- 
rigée avec soin d’apres les textes Hebreu 
et Grec,) which are placed on the title- 
page, and by which it seems probable the 
writer was misled, were adopted on the 
principle of general usage, and meant to be 
understood in the sense in which they are 
known to be customarily employed. The 
Editors of the Basle impression above- 
mentioned have in their title-page * revue 
et corrigée sur le texte originel,’ though 
they did not profess to alter, but simply to 
correct the version which they printed : 
and the same was the case in the editions 
of the French Bible printed by the Bible 
Society. The revision and correction so 


described were made by a collation of 


the edition printed at Paris in 1805, with 
the original, and with several former edi- 
tions; not with the design or the profes- 
sion, of making alterations in the version 
itself, but of rectifying the errors, and re- 


moving the blemishes by which it had 
been rendered, in not a few places, embar- 
rassed or obscure. 

“ IJ. The accusation further assumes, 
that the Society were intluenced by a feel- 
of unjustifiable partiality in selecting 
version printed in 1805; they are re- 
presented by the writer, as giving it the 
preference, * notwithstanding it is well 
known that the French Protestants con- 
sider the best French version of the Bible 
to be that of Martin.’ How little ground 
there is for the insinuation conveyed 
through the first part of this assumption, 
will be made sufficiently to appear from 
the following brief and uncommented state- 
ment of facts. 

** At the close of the year 1805, the at- 
tention of the Bible Society having been 
seriously turned to the state of religious 
destitution of the numerous prisoners of 
war at that time in this country, it was 
determined to employ the most prompt 
and effectual measures for supplying them 
with the Holy Scriptures in the languages 
of their respective nations, In proceeding 
to take the necessary steps to print an 
edition of the Bible for the use of the 
French prisoners, amounting to 20,000, 
the Society experienced considerable em- 
barrassment in fixing upon a copy from 
which their edition should be printed, 
Opinions on this subject were greatly di- 
vided, both abroad and at home. The war 
having prohibited all direct intercourse 
with France, the only means which the 
Society possessed, of obtaining information 
from that country, were those which were 
furnished through the medium of their cor- 
respondents in Switzerland, For this pur- 
pose, many letters were addressed to their 
friends at Basle; and similar applications 
were made to such individuals resident in 
London, as were thought competent to 
give an opinion on the subject. After a 
delay of nearly twelve months, during 
which these inquiries were incessantly pur- 
suing, it was at length determined, on the 
recommendation of the late Rev. Mr, 
Mercier, (Minister of the French Church 
in London,) and Mr. Des Carriéres (Au- 
thor of the French Dictionary, &c.) that 
the version of Ostervald should be adopt- 
ed ; and accordingly a copy of the Paris 
reprint of it in 1805, was, after a collation 
of it by the Rev. Dr. Adai: Clarke, with 
the edition printed at Bienne, in 1774, se- 
lected as that which should be used in 
executing the Society’s impression, ‘The 
very inaccurate manner in which it after- 
wards appeared the Paris edition of 1805 
had been printed, added greatly to the 
labour of revision and correction requisit« 

6 


ing 
ic 


























1822.] 


to prepare it for the press ; and this cir- 
cumstance may be considered to have had 
some influence in occasioning the employ- 
ment of that strong language in which, on 
the title-page of the work, the revision 
und correction are represented to have 
been mace e 

“ To the unqualified assertion, that ‘ the 
Protestants consider the best 
French version of the Bible, to be that of 
Martin,’ I must beg leave to oppose both 
he judgment and the practice of the 
French Protestants in Switzerland. Among 
them the version of Martin has been very 
partially, if at all received, Certain it is, 
that that of Ostervald is in general use ; and 
when in the year 1816, the Bible Society 
made an offer of a very liberal grant to the 
three 


French 


sible Societies of Lausanne, Geneva, 
ind Nenfehatel, on condition of their print- 
ing an edition of 10,000 Bibles, according 
to the version of either Ostervald or Mar- 
tin, leaving it to them to adopt whichever 
of the two they might prefer, they ac- 
ce pted the grant with the greatest thank- 
fulness, and unanimously decided in favour 
f Ostervald. It is true that the Protes- 
tants in the South of France, of which 
Martin was a native, and those of Holland, 
n which he exercised his ministry, during 
the latter years of his life, use by prefer- 
the version which bears his name; 
and accordingly, on ascertaining the pre- 
dominancy of this attachment in the former 
of those countries, the Bible Society will 
be found to have shown no backwardness 
to consult it, and no parsimony in provid- 
ing for it the means of gratification. By 
their aid and encouragement, four editions 
of this version have already been executed 
at Tonlouse, Montauban, and Paris, three 
of which consist of 26,000 copies, and the 
fourth is on stereotype, and therefore ca- 
pable of being carried to an indefinite 
mount. It should at the same time be 
stated, that the Paris Bible Society (whose 


ence 


competency to judge of the disposition of 


the Protestants in France will not be dis- 
puted) are by no means inclined to sacri- 
fice the version of Ostervald to that of 
Martin; they possess both, circulate both, 
ind in the Catalogue of Bibles and Testa- 
ments on sale at their depository, editions 
of both in various forins are equally to be 





id. 
“ III, Though I am far from approving 
the terms in which the passage under con 
leration is translated, yet from the own 
iracter of the eminent theologian from 


whom the tr I 


inslation of which they form 





part, proceeded, and on whose authority 
they were adopted by the Bible ty, 
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I cannot but think they have been con. 
strued in a lower and less orthodox sense 
than that in which he employed them, and 
intended them to be understood. The 
name of Ostervald has long been held in 
high and deserved estimation; and his 
writings on the Holy Scriptures have been, 
for nearly a century past, and continue still 
to be,recommended and circulated by that 
venerable body, the Society ‘or promoting 
Christian Knowledge, which would cer- 
tainly be among the Jast to sanction the 
opinions of a writer who could be capable 
of perverting any passage of the Bible, in 
order to favour the tenets of Socinianism. 
The fact, however, is that, in rendering 
the important passage in the manner com- 
plained of, Ostervald has gone little, if at 
all, beyond many of the most orthodox 
translators and interpreters of Scripture, 
in the paraphrastic liberty which he has 
allowed himself to use, Diodati, who has 
never been suspected of a leaning towards 
Socinianism, translates the passage thus 

° Conei osiacosuche Iiddio habbia riconci- 
liato il mondo a sein Christo, &c. Arch- 
bishop Martini has—* Dappoiché Iddio 
era, che riconciliava con seco il mondo in 
Christo;’ and Maitre de Sacy, of whose 
translation the Archbishop made consi- 
derable use in preparing his own, renders 
it as follows—-‘ Car e’est Dicu, qui a re- 
concilié le monde avec soi, en Christ.’ It 
is true, the two latter were Catholics, 
though of a very enlightened class in that 
communion; but whatever may be thought 
of their opinions on certain dogmas of our 
holy faith, they will not be suspected of 
disaffection to that of the Divine nature 
of Christ,’ nor, consequently, of an inten- 
tion to weaken ‘ the scriptural proofs’ by 
which it is supported. There is in Poole’s 
Synopsis a criticism so fully to the purpose 
of my present remarks, that I hope to be 
excused if I add it to the foregoing quota- 
tions. 

*“«¢ Deus erat reconcilians sibi mundum, 
in Christo; h. e. per Christum. Hic com- 
mentarius congruit tum phrasi Pauline, 
tum preecedentibus et sequentibus.—Pol, 
Syn. in Loco. 

** Having thus, my Lord, considered the 
different particulars of which the charge 
against the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety is composed, and done my best to 
furnish, in reference to each, the required 
explanation. I will not detain your Lord- 

p, after having already drawn so largely 
upon you r 


in) istic 


patience, by animadverting, as 
I might do, on the tone in which 
> which has occasioned these re- 
s, is written, and in which more espe- 
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cially it concludes, If, as the writer 
affirms, ‘ the boast of the Bible Society 
has been, that they circulate the autho- 
rized translation of the Bible,’ I may ven 
ture to assure him, if he has not by this time 
discovered it, that this is a boast of which 
they cannot be deprived. He bids them 
* look well to the revision and correction 
of their foreign versions;’ on this point 
also I can give him the amplest satisfac- 
tion. No body of men can take more 
pains than they do, to procure suitable 
editors for such foreign versions as they 
have occasion to print, or look more 
closely into the principles and qualifications 
of those to whom the editing of them is 
entrusted, But, in fact, the Bible Suciety 
have outlived the state in which it was 
necessary for them to do that for foreign- 
ers, which foreigners are capable of doing 
so much better for themselves. Wherever 
kindred institutions have been established 
(and where have they not?) the clergy, 
as it became them, have undertaken the 
responsibility of directing the printing of 
the Scriptures for the members of those 
communions, and subjects of those coun- 
tries to which they respectively belong. 
The revision and correction of the So- 
ciety’s foreign versions have thus in a great 
measure, happily changed hands; and 
what was formerly attempted on a narrow 
scale, and with scanty means, in the capi- 
tal of Great Britain, is now performing on 
a scale of suitable grandeur, and with 
every advantage of local knowledge, and 
local. superintendance in most of the capi- 
tals, and not a few of the principal cities, 
throughout the largest portion of the 
world. 

« And now, my Lord, I have only, in 
conclusion to state, that nothing will be 
more acceptable to the officers of the 
Bible Society, and I am sure I may add, to 
all concerned in its management, than to 
be made acquainted with the circum- 
stances in which it may be thought that 
their proceedings are liable to any just 
animadversion. We have, my Lord, no 
religious partialities to gratify; and if we 
had, the composition of our body would 
render the gratification of them impracti- 
cable, It is our wish and our endeavour to 
do right ; but we are too conscious of the 
infirmity of our nature, and of the magni- 
tude and difficulty of our work, to flatter 
ourselves that we shall always be success- 
ful.. To those, therefore, who admonish 
us of our errors, whether real or ima- 
ginary, we shallever be ready to pay a 
becoming attention ; and if, from the tone 
in which they reprove us, we may uot be 


[Fex, 


able to thank them as friends, we will at 
least take care, by profiting from their re. 
proof, to use them as benefactors, 
““ T have the honour to be, 
“ My Lord, 
* Your Lordship’s faithful servan+. 
* Joun Owen.” ‘ 


To the Editor of the New Times. 
Sir, 


As you have published the Rev. John 
Oweu’s defence of the Bible Society's 
French Translation of the Bible, and also 
have inserted a subsequent attack upon 
the Journal with which I am cennected, | 
have to request that you will give a place 
tu the folowing reply :— 

A letter appeared in The Christian Re- 
membrancer for October last, dated Caen, 
and signed “ L.” (not “ C. L.” as Mr 
Owen has inadvertently stated). Tix 
writer, a well-known and respected cler 
gyman, whose continuance on the Conti 
nent puts it out of his power to address 
you on the subject, pointed out a gross 
error in the Bible Society’s translation of 
the 2 Corinthians, v.19, a text, whicli 
in the original, and in the authorised 
English version, expressly asserts the Di- 
vinity of our Lord—but has no such sens¢ 
in the Bible Society’s French Edition, 
He added, that the translation, thus pal- 
pably faulty, purported to have been 
** carefully revised and corrected from th¢ 
Hebrew and Greek texts,” and that, with- 
out referring to those original sources, the 
true meaning of the verse might have been 
found in Martin’s Bible, which the Frencli 
Protestants were known to consider the 
best. He adverts also to the danger of 
such an alteration in these Socinian days, 
and recommends the Church Members of 
the Bible Society to look well to the revi- 
sion of their forcign translations. 

Mr. Owen has answered this letter ; but 
he has taken no notice of the defence ot 
the Bible Society’s translation, which was 
inserted in The Christian Remembrance 
for December, although he had evidently 
seen it before he sent his letters to the 
newspapers, and it is as good and as short 
as hisown. In the next place, Mr. 0 
admits that the notice in the title page of 
the Society’s French Bible, “ revised and 
corrected from the Hebrew and Greek 
texts,” is a mere PUrF—the only revision 
really made beitig that of the errors of the 
press, and the only standard consulted fo 
that purpose being a former edition of the 
same French version, 
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He also informs us, that after incessant 
enquiries for nearly twelve months, “ it 
was determined on the recommendation of 
the late M. Mercier, Minister of the French 
Church in London, and Mr, Des Carriéres, 
author of the French Dictionary, &c. that 
the version of Ostervaid should be adopted 
—aud accordingly a copy of the Paris re- 
print of it in 1805, was, after a collation 
of it by the Rev. Dr. A, Clarke, with the 
edition printed at Rienne in 1774—select- 
ed as that which should be used in execut- 
ing the Society’simpression.” Afterwards 
it appeared that the Paris edition was very 
inaccurately printed (Dr, Clarke not hav- 
ing discovered this in the course of his col- 
lation), and the great trouble of correcting 
the press, “ had some influence in occa 
sioning ” the Society to say, that the work 
was carefully revised ‘rom the Hebrew and 
Greek !! 

But to return to M. Mercier. He was 
Pasteur of l’ Eglise de Londres, in Thread- 
needle-street, in which Church Martin’s 
Bible always has been, and still is used, 
And the only mode of accounting for his 
recommendation of a version which his 
Church does not sanction, is, by the well- 
known fact—that M. Mercier was a Soci- 
NIAN, 

M. Des Carriéres abridged Chambaud’s 
French and English Dictionary, and had 
the skill to make his abridgment almost 
as large as the original. He was a clever 
and respectable French teacher—but nei- 
ther a clergyman nor a scholar; and of 
course not fit for the office of selecting a 
translation of the Bible. Mr. Owen pro- 
ceeds to prove that Ostervald’s Bible is 
the one generally preferred by French 
Protestants; apd he establishes the fact 
by showing that Geneva, Neufchatel, aud 
Lausanne, are of that way of thinking, 
He admits that the Protestants of the 
South of France prefer Martin's — but 
Martin was their countryman, and there- 
fore they are partial judges. The Dutch 
also have the same preference, and they 
are among the most orthodox of foreign 
Protestants. Yet because Geneva, whose 
Secinianism is openly professed, recom- 
mends the Bible Society's Version—and 
because the Paris Bible Society, from 
which no one will believe that Socinianism 
is excluded, prints both Martin and Oster- 
vald, the correspondent of The Christian 
Remembrancer is condemned for suppos- 
ing thata preference exists in favour of 
Martin, althougl he has learnt the circum- 
staree from his own experience. 

Mr. Owen says that the Society's trans- 
lations are now entrusted to the Clergy of 
the various communions for which the re- 
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spective versions are designed. But the 
learned writer who defends the Society 
in The Christian Remembrancer for De- 
cember assures us, that they refused to 
print the Geneva French Bible of 1805, 
because it was suspected of heresy; and 
yet this Bible is published “ by the Pas- 
tors and Professors of the Church and 
Academy of Geneva.” On Mr. Owen’s 
principles, the version should have been 
adopted for the use of the Genevese ; and 
we may remark by the way, that although 
it translates the 2 Cor. v, 19. incorrectly, 
it gives the true meaning in a note, and 
says that it is the literal version of the 
Greek. 

3ut the circumstances principally relied 
ou by Mr. Owen are, that the translation 
in dispnte is Ostervald’s, that Ostervald 
was a sound divine, and that his works are 
distributed by the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. In reply to this it 
must be observed, that Ostervald’s Argnu- 
ments were published for the first time at 
Neufchatel, in the year 1720, and that 
Ostervald’s Bible was published for the 
first time at Amsterdam, in 1724. The 
title of the latter work is this—“ La sainte 
Bible, qui contient le vieux et le nouveau 
Testament, revue et corrigée sur le texte 
Hebreu et Grec, par les Pasteurs et bes 
Professeurs de l'Eglise de Geneve, avec les 
Argumens et les Reflexions sur les Chapi- 
tres de l’Ecriture Sainte, et des Notes, 
par J. F. Ostervald, Pasteur de |’ Eglise de 
Neufchatel.”” —The version therefore in 
this edition was the received Geneva ver- 
sion of 1720; in which the words of 2 Cor. 
v. 19. are correctiy rendered, “* Car Dieu 
etoit en Christ,” and another edition re- 
tains the same reading. Mr. Owen is 
made to say, that the earliest edition which 
he had seen is that of 1816, but this is 
evidently a false print, and it is uncertain 
what date he intended to give. The life 
of Ostervaid by Durand mentions an edi- 
tion at Neufchatel in 1744, enriched with 
short notes and observations on the text, a 
copy of which it has not been in my power 
to consult. But I have seen the Neuf- 
chatel edition of 1764, the title-page of 
which corresponds exactly with that of 
Amsterdam in 1724, while the disputed 
text is translated after a different manner. 

The facts therefore are these. Oster- 
vald did not make a new version of the 
Bible, he merely republished the old one, 
The two first editions of his work gave 
the passage accurately—tle rendering of 
the third is not ascertained ; the fourth 
adopts the error complained of, but was 
published nineteen years after Ostervald’s 
death, and may or may not correspond 
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with his authentic work. If the edition 
of 1744 contains the erroneous version, 
Mr. Owen may refer to Ostervald’s autho- 
rity in its defence, If that edition, which 
is not to be found in the principal libraries 
in London, agrees with the earlier texts of 
Geneva and Amsterdam, Ostervald decid- 
edly sanctions the opposite side. Hitherto 
therefore nothing has been positively 
proved, The modern text of Ostervald’s 
Bible is in favour of Mr. Owen, the earlier 
is against him; and it is not only possible, 
but probable, that the aiteration intro- 
duced into the former, may have been 
made since the death of Ostervald, for in 
a London edition of Martin’s Bible, by 
Durand, the biograpber of Ostervald, the 
very passage under consideration has been 
wantonly altered, without the slightest 
notice or explanation. 

Should it turn out that Ostervald, pro- 
fessing to reprint the old version, * revised 
and corrected by the original,” he is guilty 
of the converse of the Bible Society’s er- 
ror, who professed ‘* to revise and cor- 
rect,” and then contented themselves with 
superintending the Press, But there will 
be this to say in his defence, that he was 
eighty years old, and within a few months 
of his death, and that his Bible was pub- 
lished with a very excusable degree of 
haste. Whether as good an excuse exists 
on the part of Mr. Owen and the Society, 
itis for the Prelate whom he addresses and 
for the Public to decide. 


Tue Epitor or tHe CHRISTIAN 
REMEMBRANCER, 
Jan, 2, 1822, 


To the Editor of the New Times. 
Fulham, Jan. 21, 1822. 
Sir, 
I RELY upon your candour for permitting 
me to offer, through the medium of your 
Journal, a few remarks on a letter signed 
* The Editor of the Christian Remem- 
brancer,” which appeared in your Paper of 
the Sth instant, and to which I have been 
hitherto prevented, by a variety of inter- 
vening occupations, from paying the re- 
quisite attention, 

In defending the British and Foreign 
Bible Society against the charge of having 
printed a French Bible, which, from the 
translation given of a particular passage, 
was suspected to have been corrupted in 
order to favour the tenets of Socinianism, 
I asserted, that the version thus printed 
was not the Bible Society's, but Oster- 
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vald’s version; and that the translation of 
the passage complained of was to be found 
in every edition of Ostervald’s Bible which 
I had seen, from the year 1716 (misprinted 
in my letter, 1816), when the first edition 
of that Bible was published, down to the 
year 1818, when the last edition of it was 
printed at Basle. In making this assertion 
I was substantially correct; for the version 
adopted by the Bible Society in this case 
was that which is currently ascribed to 
Ostervald; of which, as such, repeated 
editions have been printed during the last 
half century; and in all of them (so far as 
my knowledge extends) the translation of 
the passage objected to is invariably found, 
The uniformity with which I had been 
accnstomed to hear this version spoken of 
in Switzerland, in France, and in England, 
as Ostervald’s version, left not a suspicion 
on my mind, that there could be any error 
in making Ostervald accountable for what 
was attributed to him by common consent. 
In the confidence of this persuasion, and 
with little means of historical research, 
and still less time to bestow upon it, I 
was inadvertently betrayed into some in- 
accuracies in point of fact, which, though 
they do not affect the credit of the main 
position on which the justification of the 
Bible Society rests, I consider it my duty, 
after this account of the origin of them, to 
acknowledge and correct. 

From a knowledge of Ostervald’s argu- 
ments, &c, to the Bible having been printed 
in London in 1716, I was led to mistake 
this for the date of the first edition of 
what is generally called Ostervald’s Bible ; 
the editor of the C. R. has, however, con- 
vinced me of my error: that Bible, as he 
truly says, was pot printed till 1724. Hav- 
ing had an opportunity of consulting it, 
since it was thus pointed out to my notice, 
I have verified the,statement of that gen- 
tleman, that the text employed in this first 
edition was the received Geneva version, 
in which the passage under consideration 
is (to use his own language) ‘* correctly 
rendered.” But it appears, that in the 
year 1726, the Pastors and Professors of 
Geneva published a revised edition of this 
version, (which, in the preface to their 
Bible of 1805, is said to have been réim- 
primée pour la derniére fois, avec quel- 
ques corrections, en 1712) and among 
the alterations introduced on that occasion 
into the text, is that which has given rise 
to the present discussion. Now the only 
qnestion that remains is, whether in the 
editions of Ostervald’s Bible, posterior to 
the year 1726, and antecedent to that of 
his death, (which, if the Biographical 
Dictionary is to be credited, did not hap- 
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pen till 1747), this alteration of the passage 
was adopted. To me, I confess, it seems 
probable at least, that such was the case: 
for as in the first edition of his Bible, Os- 
tervald used the received version of Ge- 
neva, it is fair to presume that he would 
continue to do so in subsequent impres- 
sions, and that he would accordingly avail 
himself of the improvement which this 
version must have been considered to have 
derived from a revision on the part of 
those authorities to which he seems to have 
deferred, This probability applies very 
strongly to the edition of 1744; for by 
that time at least, the text of 1712 would 
be likely to have been generally super- 
seded by that of 1726, Should this rea- 
soning be confirmed by the testimony of 
the edition of 1744, (and in the impossibi- 
lity of procuring a sight of it, nothing cer- 
tain can be determined), then not “ within 
a few months of his death,” but three years 
before that event, Ostervald will be shown 
to have accredited that rendering, which, 
from 1764 downwards, seems uniformly to 
have constituted a part of the version 
which bears his name, and which is so 
discriminated from the version of Martin, 
and the modern Geneva version of 1805. 
If, however, no advantage were taken of 
this assumed probability, and the authority 
of Ostervald for the disputed translation 
were left wholly out of the account, there 
would still remain, besides the authorities 
mentioned in my former letter (to which 
the intelligent and accurate defender of 
the Society, in the Christian Remem- 
brancer, adds, “ Calmet, the Zurich ver- 
sion, and others,”) that of the Pastors and 
Professors of Geneva, as above quoted; 
not in the period of their doctrinal dege- 
neracy, but in the most orthodox era of 
their religious history ; when their chair of 
Theology was filled successively by a Tur- 
retini, a Pictet, and a Maurice; and the 
supreme divinity of Christ was authorita- 
tively required to be sustained in their 
schools of disputation, as an essential 
article of the Christian faith. Now, as it 
would be manifestly unjust, to charge 
such a body of men with having admitted 
into their Bible what they deemed to be 
favourable to the tenets of Socinianism, it 
were certainly not less so to insinuate such 
an accusation against the Bible Society, 
which, if it bas erred at all, has been 
seduced into this error by following im- 
plicitly these orthodox guides, and printing 
a version of the Scriptures which had re- 
ceived the sanction of their authority. If 
any thing further were required to satisfy 
those who have questioned the propriety 
of the Society’s conduct, I would refer 
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them to the difficulty—a difficulty which 
no one can conceive, who has not turned 
his attention to tie subject—of fixing 
upon any edition of a French Protestant 
Bible which can be thoroughly depended 
upon, Secarcely any two editions of the 
same version, when carefully collated, are 
found to agree. The fact is, that from the 
want of a competent autkority to fix the 
standard of the text, individuals as well as 
religicus bodies have taken the liberty of 
making discretionary alterations either in 
the sentiment or the language, almost as 
often as new editions have been printed, 
The Editor of the Christian Remembraucer 
has mentioned a London edition of Martin, 
by Durand, in which the rendering com- 
plained of is introduced; and I have now 
before me a much earlier edition of that 
version, that of Hamburg and Leipsic, in 
1727, in which also the same rendering 
appears. Whether this be the case in any 
of the earlier editious printed during the 
life time of Martin, I am not qualified to 
say; but I may be permitted to observe, 
that if the Bible Society had been recom- 
mended to print Martin rather than Oster- 
vald, and had adopted for that purpose (as 
they might very innocently have done) the 
text of either the London edition by Du- 
rand, or the Hamburg and Leipsic of 1727, 
they would, with as little consciousness of 
doing wrong, have done precisely that 
which they have done in following the pre- 
sumed guidance of Ostervald, and subjected 
themselves to the same condemnation. 
After all, however, that has been adduced 
in vindication of the Socicty’s conduct, 
and of the objected construction of the 
passage itself, J retain unaltered the pre- 
ference I expressed in my former letter, of 
the fiteral rendering, as at once the safest 
and the best. In this preference the com- 
mittee of the Bible Society entirely con- 
cur; and as it has been proved to their 
satisfaction that this was the translation 
employed in his first edition by Ostervald, 
whose authority they professed and in- 
tended to follow, they have given direc- 
tions that it shall be adopted accordingly 
in all future editions of that version which 
may be printed under their direction. 
But what will the Editor of the Christian 
Remembrancer say, when I inform him 
(for of course he could not have known it 
before he wrote his letter) that, in the 
only copies of the French Testament now 
issuing by the Society for Promoting Chiis- 
tian Knowledge, one of which, printed in 
1808, and bearing on its cover the stamp 
of that Society, is at. this moment before 
me, the passage of which so much has been 
said, is not rendered “ car Dieu étoit en 
N2 
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Christ reconciliant le monde,” &c. but car 
c'est Dieu qui a reconcilié le monde avec 
soi en Jesus Christ. Nor will he find this 
to be the gravest deviation which that 
edition exhibits. For in 1 Jobn v. 20, 
which.in the Greek is Ovtos ECThY O GAN- 
Sivoe @zos nai Cun G@iwysos; in our autho- 
rised English version, “‘ This is the true 
God and eternal life;’ and in the Bible 
Society’s Version, ‘* C’est lui qui est le 
vrai Dieu et la vie eternelle ;” is, in that of 
the Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, C'est lui qui est la vie eternelle, 
How important this passage is, as a proof 
of the Divinity of Christ, I need scarcely 
say. Martin (whose text has thus been 
corrupted) has, oa the passage as it stands 
in one of the editions antecedent to this 
alteration, the following note, ‘* Ces mots 
ne se peuvent rapporter selon la nature de 
la construction des termes, qu’ a Jesus 
Christ; et sont une preuve formelle de la 
verité de sa nature divine,” &c. These 
words, according to the natural construc- 
tion of the terms, can only be referred to 
Jesus Christ; and are a formal proof of 
the truth of his Divine nature, 

And here, Sir, 1 would gladly take leave 
of the subject; but as certain particulars 
in my former letter have been referred to 
in a manner which shows that I have not 
been correctly understood, [ must request 
the indulgence of yourself and your readers, 
while I offer a brief explanation. 

1. I had stated that Ostervald’s version 
was adopted on the recommendation of 
the late Rev. Mr. Mercier and Mr. Des 
Carriéres ; the propriety of this step is 
questioned, because the former was “ a 
Socinian,” and the latter “* neither a cler- 
gyman nor a scholar.” Now it is to be 
observed, that these individuals were not 
consulted till the Society had accumulated 
mach information on the subject, by long 
and extensive inquiries ; thei7 business was 
ouly to determine between two versions, 
deemed equally orthodox, but differing in 
style and expression, and they decided in 
favour of Ostervald. In doubting which 
of these versions was most likely to be 
acceptable to the French Protestants, it 
was both natural and decorous to defer to 
the Pastor of the French Church in Lon- 
don ; and as the questien on which he had 
to decide, involved no particularities of 
religious opinion, his Socinianism, had it 
been as well known to the Society, as it 
was unknown, would scarcely have dis- 
qualified him for the limited otfiice which 
he had to perform; of Mr. Des Uarriéres it 
is sufficient to say, that he possessed the 
information which the Society looked for 
naman of lis character; he is admitted 
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to have been “a clever and respectable 
French teacher,” he must, therefore, be 
presumed to have understood grammati- 
cally the idiom and structure of his lan- 
guage; an as it was in reference to these 
points, and not to matters of Biblical criti- 
cism, his opinion was required, it will 
scarcely be denied that, though * neither a 
clergyman nor a scholar,” he was a proper 
person to be consulted on such an occa- 
sion. 

¢, I thought I had said enough to show, 
that in notifying on the title page that the 
Bible had been revised and corrected with 
care, according to the Hebrew and Greek 
texts, the Bible Society did not mean to 
take credit for more than had really been 
done. It seems, however, that I was not 
explicit enough to escape a somewhat un- 
ceremonious reproof, I would state then 
yet further, that in a language so phraseo- 
logical as the French, it is extremely diffi- 
cult to discriminate, in a translation of the 
Bible, the words which correspond to the 
sacred text, from those which are supplied 
for the purpose merely of completing the 
sense. [he confusion which exists of ro- 
man for italick, and italick for roman cha- 
racters, in many of the best printed edi- 
tions of the French Bible, are notorious to 
all who have had occasion to examine the 
subject. To adjust, among other things, 
these important distinctions, the diligent 
and conscientious Editor of the Society’s 
French Bible collated every part of the 
translation with the Hebrew and Greek 
originals ; and as the labour of this colla- 
tion was greatly increased by the incorrect- 
ness of the copy, which in the scarcity of 
French Bibles at the time, was perhaps 
excusable, but certainly, as it turned out, 
most unfortunately chosen, and to which 
reference was made in the title-page (re- 
imprimée sur l’edition de Paris de ’annee, 
1805), there was nothing asserted concern- 
ing the revision and correction, but what 
was substantially true, and conformable to 
the practice usually adopted in similar 
cases. 

3. As I had stated that the Foreign 
Clergy had now for the most part under- 
taken the responsibility of directing the 
priuting of the Scriptures for the members 
of their respective communions, it is there- 
fore inferred, that “ on Mr, Owen’s prin- 
ciples, the Geneva version of 1805 ought 
to have been adopted for the use of the 
Genevese, because it was published by 
the pastors and professors of the academy 
of Geneva.” Now the answer to this is, 
that, although the Bible Seciety, on a prin- 
ciple which has ever governed its conduct, 
in all its transactions both abroad and 
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at home (and which the Editor of The 
Christian Remembrancer would certainly 
not wish to discountenance), defers gene- 
rally to the authorities in Church and 
State, as to the versions of the Scriptures 
in the circulation of which it assists, yet it 
does not pledge itself to carry this princi- 
ple so far as not to reserve to itself the pri- 
vilege ofa discretionary exception. In the 
case of Geneva this exception was made ; 
and though it has not been possible alto- 
gether to prevent the circulation of the 
edition of 1805, not a little has been done 
to check and discourage it. When a new 
impression of it was projected in the year 
1806, and the Bible Society was applied to 
for pecuniary assistance, that assistance 
was peremptorily refused ; the project was 
accordingly renounced, and the Geneva 
sible Society, very much to its credit, 
consented, in lieu of it, to co-operate with 
the Lausanne and Neufchatel Bible Socie- 
ties in the edition of 10,000 copies of Os- 
tervald’s version, as specified in my former 
letter. I might adduce other instances of 
a similar discrimination exercised by the 
Bible Society, in their dealings with other 
Protestant States, where the spirit of 
neology and rationalism had been at work 
in corrupting, by spurious refinements, the 
sober text of their forefathers. In all these 
cases encouragement has been withheld and 
grants of money refused, till, by a better 
judgment on the part of the proper autho- 
rities, a sufficient security had been given, 
that nothing should be done but what was 
consistent with the acknowledged dogmas 
of orthodox Christianity. 

4. One more point remains to be con- 
sidered, and that respects the character of 
the Paris Bible Society. Speaking of this 
Society, the Editor of the Christian Re- 
membrancer says, that “ no one will be- 
lieve that Socinianism is excluded ‘rom it.” 
Now, if by this assertion, be meant that 
Socinianism exercises a sensible influence 
in its councils, [ must beg leave to appeal 
from such an insinuation to the matter of 
fact. The Paris Bible Society has been 
three years in existence, and during the 
whole of this period it has issued no copies 
of the Bible but in the versions received 
and accredited by the orthodox French 
Protestant Churches, and in its Second 
Report (many thousand copies of which 
have been circulated in different parts of 
the Continent), the doctrines oppugned by 
Socinianism are asserted with such dis- 
tinctness of statement and such force of 
demonstration, as to evince, that, what- 
ever may be the sentiments of private 
individuals, they in no degree affect the 
religious principles of the Society, or inter- 
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fere with the correctness of its Biblical 
operations. 

Having thus acquitted myself of a task, 
which, however repcgnant to my feelings 
and injurions to my convenience, [ felt 
that I could not with propriety decline, I 
have only to express my hope, that nothing 
has escaped me in the course of performing 
it, which can be fairly construed as intem- 
perate or disrespectful, In the pursuit of 
the same end, men equally wise and eqhally 
good, will differ in the choice of their 
means, In no case has this been more 
strikingly vevified than in the contreversy 
about the Bible Society ; and it would have 
been well if it had been borne more dis- 
tinctly in mind by the disputants on the 
one side and the other. For my own part, 
I desire, as I ought, to advocate the cause 
of the Bible Society (when called upon to 
do so), inthe spirit which its object and 
its connexions prescribe; and I trust I 
shall never so far forget what is due to its 
character, when prosecuting its defence, as 
to afford just occasion of regret to its 
friends or of triumph to its enemies, 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 


JOHN Owen. 


OUR principal object in reprinting 
this Correspondence, is to circulate 
the defence of the Bible Soviety as 
widely as we had circulated acharge 


against it. And having enabled Mr, 
Owen to state his case to our readers 
in his own words, we subjoin a few 
remarks upon his second letter. 

In the first place, we have to thank 
him for the candour with which he 
admits that the translation under 
discussion is incorrect; and to con. 
gratulate him on the credit which 
the Bible Society must derive from 
the resolution which has been adopt- 
ed by its committee. To correct an 
error as soon as it is pointed out, 
is the shortest and most satisfactory 
proof that it was unintentional. And 
this proof has been given in the 
case before us. 

Secondly, we have again to thank 
Mr. Owen for confessing his misap- 
prehension with respect to Oster- 
vald’s Bible, and the inaccuracy into 
which he was betrayed, in saying 
that he had seen an edition of that 
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work printed in 1716, or any other 
edition of an early date. 

Thirdly, we cannot help regretting 
the obscurity which still hangs over 
the words, ** revised and corrected 
according to the Hebrew and Greek 
texts.” In his first letter, Mr. Owen 
states explicitly that Dr. A. Clarke 
collated the Paris Bible of 1805, 
with the Bienne edition of 1774, 
before the Paris text was selected. 
He adds, that the text was a/fter- 
wards found to be very incorrectly 
printed, and that the trouble thus 
occasioned ‘“ may be considered to 
have had some influence in occa- 
sioning the employment of that 
strong language, in which, on the 
title-page of the work, the revision 
and correction are represented to 
have been made.”’? He now states, 
that “‘ the diligent and conscientious 
editor of the Society’s French Bible 
collated every part of the translation 
with the Hebrew and Greek origi- 
nals;” and that, consequently, 
“there was nothing asserted con- 
cerning the revision and correction 
but what was substantially true, and 
conformable to the practice usually 
adopted in similar cases.” We have 
no disposition to doubt the truth of 
either of these statements ; but the 
reader cannot fail to perceive, that 
they are not identical; that every 
part of a translation is an unsatis- 
factory phrase, and that no expla- 
nation is given respecting the time 
at which the incorrectness of the 
Paris text was discovered. The 
point is not without importance, 
since if Dr. A. Clarke collated the 
Paris edition either with the originals 
or with the Bienne edition, without 
perceiving the inaccuracies, his col- 
lation must have been very super- 
ficial. 

The fourth point to which we 
advert, is an error of our own, res- 
pecting the date of Ostervald’s 
death ; he died, as Mr. Owen states, 
in 1747, at the age of eighty-three, 
and, consequently, the first Neuf- 
chatel edition of the Bible was pub- 
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lished three years before its com. 
mentator’s decease. 

Fifthly, the corruptions which 
have been introduced into the text 
of the French Testament distributed 
by the Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge, were not unknown 
to us, when our letter was inserted 
in the newspaper, and the following 
circumstances will explain our rea- 
sons for taking no notice of the fact. 
We were sufficiently acquainted with 
the practice of the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, to be 
certain that it did not publish the 
work in question. It is accustomed 
merely to select books of which it 
approves, purchase them of a book- 
seller, and distribute them at re- 
duced prices. This is a matter of 
notoriety to its members and the 
public; and we presume that the 
errors which have been pointed out 
by Mr. Owen, got admittance 
through this channel. The version 
originally selected was that of Mar- 
tin, and the Society’s booksellers 
were directed to procure and circu. 
late that book. The Testament 
now sent out by them purports to 
be that book. It is published, not 
by or for the Society, but by respec- 
table private individuals*, and thie 
title is, Le Nouveau Testament de 
notre Seigneur Jesus Christ. Nou- 
velle Edition. Exactement revue, 
sur le Texte de M. Martin, par D. 
Durand, Min. de la Savoye. The 
truth therefore appears to be this. 
The Society, or rather its booksel- 
lers, have been misled by a deceit. 
ful title-page; and, intending to 
circulate Martin’s text, have been 
trepanned into the use of a cor- 
rupted edition of it. The discussion 
in which we are now engaged, led to 
the discovery of the imposition ;. and 
as it evidently was an imposition, 
and such an imposition as might 





* F. Wingrave; J. Scatcherd and C, J. 
Letterman; C. Law; Longman, Hurst, 
Rees, and Orme; T. Boosey ; and Dulau 
and Co, 
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mislead any man, Or any society of 
men, there appeared no necessity 
for bringing it before the public 
uncalled for. 

Lastly, before we take our final 
leave of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society’s French translation 
of the Bible, we have one observa- 
tion to make upon the result of the 
present controversy. Does it not 
prove the wisdom and propriety of 
the advice to the Society, * to look 
well to the revision and correction 
of their foreigu versions of the 
Scriptures ?” We are willing to ad- 
mit, with Gur Oxford correspondent, 
M. that the Bible Society pursues 
its object with zeal and activity, in 
every quarter of the globe. We 
have no doubt that Mr. Owen has 
given a correct account of the dili- 
gence and learning with which the 
Society’s proceedings are carried on. 
But what is the effect of all these 
valuable qualities in the case imme- 
diately before us? It is not proba- 


ble, that any two members of the 


Bible Society are more intimately 
acquainted with its proceediags, or 
more capable of vindicating it against 
objections, than the two gentlemen 
who have done us the honour to 
notice the letter from Caen. Yet, 
one of them was totally ignorant 
of the history of the French trans- 
lations of the Bible, until he had 
read our letter of the 7th of January, 
1822: and the other, in his first 
communication to the Remembrancer 
(vol. iii. p. 725,) speaks of Oster- 
vald’s version as if he supposed that 
it was an original work. Again, it 
is confessed, that after long and 
mature deliberation, the Bible So- 
ciety selected a very incorrect edi- 
tion as the standard from which 
they were to print, and were not 
aware of the heretical bias of the 
only French theologian whom they 
consulted ou the occasion, Now, 
if there is so much difficulty, ig- 
norance, and error, in a work of 
such comparative facility as the 
french transjation of the Bible, we 
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ask, What security the Bible Society 
has to give, that in other cases, 
where there must necessarily be 
greater difficulties and more ignor- 
ance, there shall not also be more 
numerous and more important er- 
rors ? If the Committee are so much 
perplexed by the most familiar of 
all foreign languages, may they not 
be much more misled when they 
advance into Asia, Africa, and Ame- 
rica? Without impeaching their 
zeal, their motives, their talents, or 
their industry, may we not fairly 
say, that they have undertaken a 
task which they are unable to per- 
form? M. admits, that the IJce- 
landic version of 1807 was altered 
and improved by the corrector of 
the press, to the great discomfiture 
of the natives. We are assured 
from various respectable quarters, 
that similar circumstances occur 
daily in the East, and the very na- 
ture of the undertaking renders it 
impossible to prevent them. The 
evil admits but of one remedy— 
contract the sphere of the Society’s 
operations ; sacrifice a little magni- 
ficence and a great deal of decla- 
mation, to practical and permanent 
utility; publish a few correct trans- 
lations ;—and those who disapprove 
of the constitution of the Bible So- 
ciety, will still be ready to admit 
that some benefits may result from 
its operations. Pursue the present 
system of universalism, and, in spite 
of the flourishing condition of the 
institution, we hesitate not to de- 
clare our conscientious and settled 
belief, that Secretaries and Com- 
mittees will have corresponded and 
laboured, editors will have collated, 
revised, and corrected, and what is 
more to the purpose, the Church of 
England will have been divided and 
endangered—for nothing. 

The following letter from Dr. 
Luscombe has arrived since these 
remarks were drawn up. He has 
so good a claim to be heard in his 
own defence, that we cannot hesi- 
tate about inserting bis communi- 
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cation. The reader will only bear 
in mind, that Dr. Luscombe had 
not seen Mr. Owen’s second letter. 

Another valued correspondent 
has favoured us with two letters 
upon the same subject; and we 
trust that the turn which the ques- 
tion has taken, and the unusual 
space which we have been compelled 
to devote to it, will be received as 
an excuse for not publishing the 
whole of his papers. Parts of them 
shall appear hereafter. 

To the Editor of the Remembrancer. 

Sir, 

In the Evening Mail of the 3Ist of 
last month, is a copy of a letter, 
addressed to “ one of the Episcopal 
Patrons of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society,” by the Rev. John 
Owen, of Fulham, in consequence 
of a letter (signed L. Caen,) which 
appeared in the Christian Remem- 
brancer of October last, and of 
which I beg leave to ackuowledge 
myself to be the author. 

“| have read Mr. Owen’s letter 
with attention, and I request a few 
pages of your publication, for some 
observations which I wish to make 
upon it, and upon the subject which 
occasioned my former letter, and 
that gentlemau’s reply. 

1. Mr. Owen observes that “ the 
ground of accusation against the 
Bible Society, is laid on an assump- 
tion that the French translation 
printed by them is either a version 
originally vicious, or that they have 
so corrupted it by their ‘ revisions 
and corrections,’ as to have made 
it substantially and responsibly their 
own; whereas, it is in fact the ver- 
sion of Ostervald, and the rendering 
complained of is to be found in every 
edition of Ostervald which he has 
seen,” &c. 

I reply that “‘ my ground of aceu- 
sation” rests on these assumptions. 
The Bible Society have printed aud 
circulated a translation not accord- 
ing to our authorized version, and 
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consequently “ vicious ;” and they 
have made this “ vicious” transla- 
tion their own, by circulating it, 

Mr. Owen tells us, that the words 
“ carefully revised and corrected 
according to the Hebrew texts,” 
which are placed in French on th 
title-page, and by which it seems 
probable I was misled, were adopted 
on the principle of general usage, 
and meant to be understood in the 
sense in which they are known to be 
generally employed.” 

I have now before me an Englis! 
Bible printed at the Clarendon press, 
and described, in the title-page, to 
be ‘* translated out of the original 
tongues, and with the former trans- 
lations diligently compared and re- 
vised.” Am I to understand that 
the University of Oxford is not as 
substantially responsible for this as- 
sertion, as.if their edition had been 
immediately translated from the ori- 
ginals, or that the above words ar 
merely a title of form and common 
usage ? 

The Bible Society’s French Bible 
may be correctly printed from Os- 
tervald’s, but this has nothing to 
do with my argument. The Bible 
Society boast (I repeat the word) of 
their circulating only the authorized 
version of the Bible. I maintain 
that this boast, of which Mr. Owen 
tells me that the Bible Society cau- 
not be deprived, is not founded in 
fact. Our authorized version gives 
the passage most literally and cor- 
rectly from the Greek; the Bible 
Society’s translation Mr. Owen him- 
self is “‘ far from approving,” and is 
rendered with ‘ @ paraphrastic li- 
berty” taken, Mr. Owen tells us, by 
Ostervald. 

2. ‘“* The accusation,” Mr. Owen 
continues, ‘* farther assumes, that 
the Society were influenced by 4 
feeling of unjustifiable partiality, in 
selecting the version printed in 
1805; they are represented by me 
as giving it the preference, ‘ not- 
withstanding it is well known that 
the French Protestants consider the 
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best French version of the Bible to 
be that of Martin.’’ 

Mr. Owen explains in what man- 
ner the version of Ostervald re- 
ceived this preference, and, by his 
own account, it is proved that the 
Bible Society adopted it, not hastily 
or unguardedly, but after deliberate 
consultation, and “ after a delay of 
twelve months.’’ 

To my assertion that ‘‘ the French 
Protestants consider the best French 
version to be that of Martin,” Mr. 
Owen opposes the ‘* judgment and 
practice of the French Protestants 
in Switzerland.” Has Mr. Owen 
never heard that Socinianism has 
taken deep root at Geneva and in 
other parts of Switzerland ? 

Mr. Owen allows that ‘‘ the Pro- 
testants in the south of France, of 
which Martin was a native, and 
those of Holland, in which he exer- 
cised his ministry in the latter years 
of his life, use, by preference, the 
version which bears his name ;” (a 
strange reason, by the way, for a 
preference on so important a sub- 
ject,) “ and, accordingly,” (I pray 
you, mark what follows) * and, ac- 
cordingly, on ascertaining the pre- 
dominancy of this attachment in the 
former of these countries, the Bible 
Society will be found to have shewn 
no backwardness to consult it, and 
no parsimony in providing for it the 

‘means of gratification. By their 
aid and encouragement, four edi- 
tions of this version have been exe- 
cuted at Toulouse, Montauban, and 
Paris; three of which consist of 
26,000 copies, and the fourth in 
stereotype, and therefore capable 
of being carried to an indefinite 
amount.” The Paris Bible Society, 
also, Mr. Owen tells us, circulate 
both the editions of Ostervald and 
Martin. 

To this I beg leave to add the 
authority of the President of the 
French Protestant Consistory in this 
Department, a gentleman of exten- 
sive knowledge and information, 
who assures me, that Martin’s edi- 
tion alone is universally preferred 
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and circulated by the numerous 
French Protestants throughout the 
whole of Normandy; and I am con- 
vinced of this fact from additio- 
nal proof, if any can be required 
after such respectable authority ; 
knowing that Socinianism has not 
made its way into my friend’s con- 
gregations. 

Am I not, then, justified in as- 
serting that Martin’s edition is pre- 
ferred by the French Protestants? 
Mr. Owen acknowledges that it is 
preferred “ in the south of France,” 
where the Protestants are considered 
to be very orthodox, and where the 
most numerous congregations are 
found ; that the Paris Bible Society 
have already published a very large 
number of copies of this edition, 
and have made preparations for “ in- 
definite numbers.”’ 

The British and Foreign Bible 
Society unites, it appears from Mr. 
Owen's letter, in the liberal practice 
of the Paris Bible Society. Oster- 
vald’s ‘‘ paraphrastic liberties,” and 
Martin’s more correct translation, 
are indiscriminately circulated by 
both these liberal institutions. To 
whichever edition a preference is 
given, “ the means of gratification 
are provided.” Is it an unwarrant- 
able inference to draw from this 
kind consideration of particular pre- 
ference, that the British and Foreign 
Bible Society may hereafter have 
claims upon it for further “ para- 
phrastic liberties,” from among the 
heterogeneous and discordant sects 
of which it is composed ? 

Mr. Owen is compelled to con- 
fess that he is “ far from approving 
the terms in which the passage 
under consideration is translated” in 
the Bible Society’s French Bible, 
though he thinks, “ from the high 
character of Ostervald,” that ‘‘ they 
have been construed in a lower aud 
less orthodox sense than that in 
which he employed them, or in- 
tended to be understood.” 

The words speak for themselves, 
and I repeat that they are not a 
correct translation of the Greek 

(a) 
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passage, nor according to our au- 
thorized version. 

After the admission of Mr. Owen, 
that he is ‘‘ far from approving the 
terms in which the passage is trans- 
lated” in the Bible Society's French 
Bible, it may be unnecessary to 
dwell longer on its incorrectness ; 
but, since I read Mr. Owen’s letter 
in the Evening Mail, I have found 
the following authorities to prove it. 

The Geneva Bible of 1560 gives 
the passage (2 Cor. v. 18, 19.) thus: 
—** Et tout est de Dieu, qui nous 
a reconciliez a soy par Jesus Christ, 
&c. Car Dieu estoit en Christ, se 
reconciliant le monde,” &c. 

The Elzevir edition of Amster- 
dam, fol. 1679, has “ Car Dieu 
estoit en Christ, réconciliant le 
monde 4 soi,”’ 

The Latin Vulgate—* Quoniam 
quidem Deus erat in Christo, mun- 
dum reconcilians sibi.” 

The edition of Gordon, Paris, 
1532, fol. has the same words. 

Expositio literalis :—‘* Quoniam 
quidem Deus erat in Christo, mun- 
dum reconeilians.” Arab. “ Qui 
est indesinenter Deus, per Christum 
reconciliavit; i. e. Deus qui non 
desinit esse Deus in Christo.”— 
** Erat enim Deus et homo in uno 
supposito: et sic Deus hanc recon- 
ciliationem fecit per humanitatem, 
tanquam per instrumentum sibi con- 
junctum : quod nulli alteri convenit: 
et hoc est quod dicit ; quoniam qui- 
dem Deus erat in Christo, non so- 
lum per essentiam, presentiam, et 
potestatem, sicut est in alts, sed 
per humanitatis assumptionem,’’— 
Lyrannus, 

Mr. Owen, in concluding his let- 
ter, adds, “* Nothing will be more 
acceptable to the officers of the 
Bible Society, and I am sure I may 
add, to all concerned in its manage- 
ment, than to be made acquainted 
with the circumstances in which it 
may be thought that their proceed- 
ings are liable to any just animad- 
version. We have, my Lord, no 


religious partialities to gratify; 
and, if we had, the composition of 
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our body would render the yrati- 
fication of them impracticable, It 
is our wish and our endeavour todo 
right; but we are too conscious of 
the infirmity of our nature, and of 
the magnitude and difficulty of our 
work, to flatter ourselves that we 
have always been successful. To 
those, therefore, who admonish us 
of our errors, whether real or ima. 
ginary, we shall ever be ready to 
pay a becoming attention ; and if, 
from the tone in which they reprove 
us, we may not be able to thank 
them as friends, we will at least 
take care by profiting from their re- 
proof, to use them as benefactors.’’ 

The ‘“ having no partialities” is 
an evil arising from the composition 
of the Bible Society, and gives one 
proof more of its compromising 
tendency. 

Mr. Owen, the “ voluntary advo- 
eate’’ of this Society, acknowledges 
that he is far from approving a very 
important passage in the French 
Bible circulated by the Bible So- 
ciety. He then Aas partialities, and 
partialities honourable to his judg- 
ment, as attaching him to the ver- 
sion authorized by the Church of 
which he is so well qualified to be a 
worthy and efficient minister; but 
the cause in which he is embarked 
divides his attention, and renders 
him more the zealous defender of a 
party, than the unbiassed maintainer 
of orthodox principles. 

Mr. Owen thinks it unnecessary 
to animadvert 6n the tone in which 
my former letter is written. I have 
read it over, and I cannot discover 
any mark of an uncharitable or un- 
christian spirit; neither will I now 
shew it by recriminating on the 
haughtiness whieh defaces the pages 


of more than one writer in behalf of 


the Bible Society. 

I will not take up the time of 
your readers by describing the feel- 
ings which dictated my former let- 
ter, notwithstanding its fone appears 
disagreeable to Mr. Owen; but to 
give that gentleman another oppor- 
tunity of ** profiting by my reproof,” 
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and using me as a “ benefactor,” I 
will point out for his attention ano- 
ther “* paraphrastic liberty,” in the 
French version of the Bible Society, 
and when I can find leisure to go 
through that version, I may possi- 
bly add to the number. ; 

The prophecy of Zechariah, (chap. 
xlll.) points to the death of Christ, 
and the sufferings of his followers. 
In our authorized version of the 
Bible, the seventh verse stands as 
follows : «‘ Awake, O sword, against 
my shepherd, and against the man 
that is my fellow, saith the Lord of 
Hosts,” &c, 

Observe how this passage is ren- 
dered in the French version of the 
Bible Society : 

** Epée reveille-toi contre mon 
pasteur, et contre ’ homme qui est de 
mon pays,’’ &c, 

Martin’s version and the Geneva 
Bible of 1560, have—‘ qui est mon 
compagnon.” 

From the Biblia Maxima, I quote 
as follows: 

Vulg.— Framea, suscitare super 
(pastorem) meum, et super virum co- 
herentem mihi, dicit Dominus,” &c. 

Pag.—‘* super socium meum.” 

Tig.—* super virum coequalem 
meum.’’ 

Aquila, — ** super contribulem 
meum.” 

Theodot.—“ super virum proxi- 
mum ejus,” 

Cald.—** super socium ejus, qui 
est similis ei.” 

Sy m.—*“‘ super virum populi mei.” 

Syr.—“ contra virum amicum 
meum., 

Calmet.—“ super virum cohe- 
rentem mihi,” i. e. “* contre Jes, 
Christ, qui est inseparable de son 
Pére.” 

Gordon, ed. Paris, 1532.—“ per 
virum cohxrentem Deo patri (qui 
hic loquitur) intellige Christum.” 

Menoch.—“ cohzrentem mihi et 
zequalem, quatenus Deus est.’’ 

Lyran.—“ et super virum cohe- 
rentem mihi, quia humanitas Christi 
inseparabiliter juncta est divinitati,”’ 

‘“‘ The man that is my ‘ fellow.’” 


» 
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In Hebrew my, which word Park- 
hurst says, “ is applied to human 
nature associated with the divine in 
the person of Christ, Zech. xiii. 7. 
where Vulg. ‘ coheerentem mihi,’ 
cohering with me.” 

“« Zechariah xiii. 7. ‘ My fellow,’ 
or, a8 the word means, ‘ my equal.’ 
The original word, exclusively of 
this passage, is found only in the 
book of Leviticus. There it is often 
used, and always so as to signify a 
fellow citizen, or one upon the same 
level in society. It appears, there- 
fore, with the greatest propriety, to 
be rendered in our Bible by the term 
‘ fellow’ in this place, where the 
Lord of Hosts, foretelling the suf- 
ferings of the Redeemer, speaks of 
Him as equal to Himself.””— Dr 
Eveleigh. 

Bishop Hall thus paraphrases the 
passage: “ O thou, my sword of 
affliction, awake, arise, and smite 
Him that is nearest and dearest unte 
me; even Him, that is my co-equal 
and co-eternal Son, the image of 
me the invisible God, saith the Lord 
of Hosts: smite thou this Great 
Shepherd of my Church; and his 
sheep, his disciples and followers 
shall be scattered, and shall both 
forsake Him, and be severed from 
each other; for even against those 
disciples also, as well as against 
their Master, will I stir up enmity 
and opposition in the world.” 

“« Here begins a new prophecy, 
importing that the Messiah, the 
great Shepherd, as He is described 
in this prophecy, chap. xi. 4. and in 
Isaiah xl, 11. Ezekiel xxxiv. 23. 
though with respect to his divine 
nature, He be ‘ equal with God the 
Father,’ Phil. xi. 6. yet shall he be 
delivered up to death, by God’s 
determinate counsel and appoint- 
ment; see Acts xi. 23. iv, 28.’’— 
W. Lowth. 

Although this, as well as my for- 
mer letter, may give displeasure’to 
Mr. Owen, and to other members of 
the Bible Society, | shall persevere 
in disclosing error wherever I find 
it. Retired most probably for ever, 
02 
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from a discharge of my profes- 
sional duties in my native country, 
my endeavour is still to be useful. 
I discovered what I still think very 
erroneous in the version of the Holy 
Scriptures circulated by the Bible 
Society. I made this known through 
the medium of a publication in 
which I take a lively interest ; and, 
if in this or in any future contribu- 
tion, the “‘ tone” in which I write 
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shall be misunderstood, or motives 
imputed to me which my heart and 
conscience disown, I shall look to 
them for approbation, and to the 
sound members of our truly Chris- 
tian Church, whose opinions alone 
I respect and value. 

I remain, Sir, your obliged and 
faithful friend, 

M. H, LuscomBe. 
Caen, Jan. 10, 1822. 


SACRED POETRY. 


ON THE EPIPHANY. 


GUIDED by the wond’rous Star, 
Wherefore come the Seers from far? 
Wherefore from their spicy store 
Present their offerings and adore? 


Haste, ye Gentiles, haste and bring 
Oblations to your new-born King ; 
With the sage, in reverend awe, 
Round the lowly Manger draw. 


Though among the sons of earth, 
Mean his parents, rude his birth, 
To his rising kings shall come, 
Letter'd Greece and mighty Rome. 


In Him shall the nations rest : 

In Him shall a world be blest: 

In Him mercy unconfin’d 

Embrace the whole of human kind. 


THE FOLLY OF ATHEISM. 


AROUND yon radiant orbs on high 
I silent lead my lifted eye, 

And musing say, The fool alone 
A sovereign Maker can disown. 





1822. ] Sacred Poetry. 


The Almighty band in full display 
Shines in the dazzling beam of day : 
The stars, that cheer the gloom of night, 
Present Him to our wondering sight. 


We trace Him through the rural bowers 
In vernal buds and opening flowers : 
And each low plant and waving tree, 
Great Maker, all are full of Thee. 


But chief in man Thy glories shine, 

Celestial speech, and thought divine; 
Affections warm with heavenly love ; 
And Hope, that rests on joys above. 


ON DIVINE LOVE. 
“ If ye love me, keep my Commandments.” 


AND didst thou leave thy seat on high, 
To save the world and me? 

And didst thou, O my Saviour, die 
Upon the ignoble tree ? 


With warm affections, gracious Lord, 
This conscious bosom move : 

And there preserve the sacred flame 
Of gratitude and love. 


And ah, let works as well as words 
My thankfulness display ; 

The faithful do their Father’s will, 
And, as they love, obey. 


Be then my sense of love express’d 
To God’s eternal Son, 

By sins renounc’d and passions check’d 
And deeds of mercy done. 


THE SAVIOUR’S INVITATION. 


“ Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 


CoE ye, whose tears in anguish flow, 
Sad sufferers in this vale of woe: 
Come, and the troubled heart shall rest, 
And pleasure re-illume the breast. 
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Come, mournful sinners, leave behind 
The burthen of a guilty mind: 

Bright Faith shall cast her cheering ray, 
And light you on your heavenly way. — 


Come ye, who mute with sorrow bend 
Desponding o’er the buried friend ; 
O come, and with prophetic eyes 
Behold that friend in glory rise. 


Come ye, from whose declining head 
Gay Health hath now for ever fled ; 
O come, and let the spirit rest 
In opening visions of the blest. 


TS 
FROM THE 9OTH PSALM. 


TxHovu wast, O God, in power sublime 
Before the mortal birth of time ; 

Ere Earth her flowery lap had spread, 
Or mountains rear’d their towering head. 


At thy displeasure, lordly man 
Contracts his being to a span; 
Closes his transitory day ; 

And passes like a dream away. 


At morn he glows with healthy bloom, 
At evening, drops into the tomb : 

As fades upon the river's side 

The verdant meadow’s grassy pride. 


And what awaits on added years 

But sickness, solitude, and tears: 
For with our age our sorrows grow ; 
And lengthen’d life is lengthen’d woe. 


O then, ere youth be pass’d away, . 
Prepare us for the mortal day: 

Our minds with heavenly lore supply, 
And fit us every hour to die. 


I 
HEZEKIAH AFTER SICKNESS. 


FROM ISAIAH xxxviii. 17, &c. 


RAISE my harp the grateful lay : 
Pale Disease hath passed away : 
God, omnipotent to save, 

Calls me from the dreary grave. 





1822. Archdeacon Pott’s Charge to the Clergy of London. 
Not among the silent dead 
Are his lofty praises spread ; 
"Tis the living, who inspire, 
Warm with gratitude, the lyre. 


From the confines of the tomb 
Up to light and life I come: 
Children yet anborn shall sing 
Of thy mercies, heavenly King. 


I, thy hallow’d courts among, 
Oft will pour my morning song : 
Oft my grateful heart shall rise 
At the evening sacrifice. 





REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The Rights of Sovereignty in Chris. 
tian States defended in some chief 
Particulars; a Charge delivered 
to the Clergy of the Archdeaconry 
of London, May 24th, 1821, with 
Dissertations and Collections il- 
lustrating the same Subject, with 
reference to the Works of Mr. 
Hooker and Bishop Warburton, 
together with those of Grotius, 
De Marca, and others. By Jo- 
seph Holden Pott, A.M. Vicar 
of St. Martin's in the Fields, and 
Archdeacon of London, Pub- 
lished by desire of the Clergy 
present. 8vo. 336 pp. Riving- 
tons. 1821. 


CATHOLIC emancipation, as it is 
familiarly, but most improperly de- 
signated, is a mixed question of po- 
litics and theology. The investiga- 
tion of its principles is the appro- 
priate office of the churchman, and 
the. practical application of those 
principles is the duty of the states- 
man, who will net remember the 
active part which was borne by the 
Clergy in the Reformation, and in 
preventing the revival of Popery 
under the Second James, without 
respecting the reasonings of the 
Divine, and will uot dishonour him- 
self by pretending, that it is a ques- 


tion in which the antipathies of the 
churchman impair his judgment, and 
in the discussion of which it is not 
his province to interfere. 

It is not without strict propriety, 
that arguments upon the whole 
or upon distinct parts of the ques- 
tion, have been offered to the con- 
sideration of the Clergy assembled 
at their solemn visitations. The 
point upon which Archdeacon Pott 
has fixed the attention of the Clergy 
of the Archdeaconry of London is the 
highly interesting and important doc- 
trine of the sole supremacy of the 
Sovereign in matters of a religious 
as well as of a civil nature, which 
the Scriptures have not restricted 
to the cognizance and administration 
of the Priesthood, that there should 
be any temporal head of the Church 
is a doctrine to which the Dissenters 
have strong objections, and although 
the Romanist has renounced the 
claims of secular dominion which 
he was wont to urge in favour of 
the Pope, he is not prepared to con- 
cede ecclesiastical supremacy to the 
Sovereign. The examination of this 
doctrine is peculiarly suited to the 
present time, because in the late 
Bill for removing the disqualifica- 
tions of the Roman Catholics, a 
certain power was challenged to the 
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King in the person of his commis- 
sioners, which ‘consistent Catholics 
maintain to be contrary to the dis- 
cipline of the Roman Church. 


* [ do not mean to make gratuitous as- 
sumptions in this place with reference to 
those restraints which have been so re- 
cently the subject of deliberation in this 
country, and to which my remarks will 
now bear some allusion. I shall not, I 
suppose, take too much for granted, when 
I say that those restrictions, against which 
such urgent pleas have been put forward, 
were once at least deemed necessary, 
They are not the fetters then, which have 
been forged by bigotry, or devised by head- 
long zealots; unless you will rank in that 
tainted class, the calmest and the wisest 
men in all departments, which this land 
hath ever bred. It is a generous senti- 
ment, no doubt, whichever way our judg- 
ment may incline at present, which disposes 
candid men to think and believe, that the 
season for new measures, where improve- 
ment is the object, is arrived, It isa vir- 
tuous feeling which inclines men to think, 
that restraints which are sufficiently de- 
plorable, and never warranted but by 
strict necessity, for preservation or defence 
may at length be laidaside, _It is, too, let 
me be allowed to say, a sentiment as pure, 
as free from bigotry and headlong zeal, as 
full of all ease for the public good, and 
above all for the best interests of religion, 
on which the public good must be estab- 
lished, which disposes others to use much 
caution and consideration ; to look well to 
those direful and unchanging principles, 
which first produced the sad necessity for 
civil and religious separations ; principles 
which admit no variation, and can suffer 
no abatement, since they bear the fancied 
seal, and plead the bold but unsupported 
challenge, of infallible authority.” P. 5,6. 


The steady adversaries of Catho- 
lic emancipation are not averse from 
any concessions which do not con- 
vey political power to their Roman 
Catholic brethren. A just recollec- 
tion of the fatal ethcacy of Catholic 
power upon the civil and religious 
liberties of England, produces no 
unnatural jealousy of the revival and 
re-establishment of that power, and 
renders them desirous of seeing none 
but Protestant governors of colo- 
nies, Protestant judges, Protestant 
legislators, and Protestant council- 
lors, as well as a Protestant sove- 
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reign with a Protestant consort. If 
the time has not arrived for admit- 
ting a Papist to the throne, they 
consider it necessary to surround 
the throne with a barrier of Protes- 
tant advisers, and not to expose the 
king, whose Protestantism 1s indis- 
pensable, to the influence of Popish 
counsellors. The offices which con. 
sistent Protestants would withhold 
from their Catholic brethren are in 
number few, and in dignity such, 
that but few can be aggrieved by 
the exclusion: and if it should be 
argued that the exclusion of the few 
is a stigma upon the religion of the 
many, the same stigma is implied 
in the restriction of the throne to 
Protestants, which none has yet pro- 
posed to supersede. 


“It is far from my purpose to recall 
discussions which have found no end, or to 
perpetuate controversies, which have pro- 
duced no good accord. But there is no 
tomb for controversies, but mutual for- 
bearance ; and that prudent temper must 
be fatally obstructed, even on the cogent 
pleas of charity, where those high conceits 
prevail, which limit the whole hope of sal- 
vation, and confine the Christian name 
itself to one portion of the Christian 
Church. Who would not strive for prose- 
lytes, if such a notion could be true? You 
may frame laws and grant indulgences in 
the generous hope of promoting union in 
the land, but where can be the point of 
mutual forbearance, where the warmest 
feelings of the heart are thus engaged on 
settled grounds of mispersuasion ; not 
roused to contend for victory or power, 
but to snatch men from perdition, Will 
you say, that restraints on temporal rights 
cannot prevent this, and ought not to be 
framed or applied with this design? It is 
true: but the question is not altogether of 
this simple ancompounded nature, for who 
can deny that the same zeal, which we 
know cannot be restrained by human laws, 
and is not the proper object of them, will 
not be abundantly assisted and find its 
strength renewed by the influence of pub- 
lic credit, by the share to be acquired in 
legislative powers, and by wide and inti- 
mate participations in the public councils 
and mixed government of the country, It 
is not, 1 suppose, the wish to lend such 
strength to be employed against the Pro- 
testant establishment, with which the best 
interests and acknowledged basis of the 
government in this land are essentially 





Archdeacon Pott’s Charge to the Clergy of London. 


connected. ‘Take these things together, 
and the question is more formidable than 
it may appear to be on partial views, 
round perhaps of truth, 
cent arguments are 
No argument could indeed be 

ry formidable, that had not such a mix- 
truth and reason to commend it,” 


vhich have a real g 


for which «¢ 


ture of 
i. 0, ee 
In the judgment of the Archdea- 
con there are but two methods of 
preserving peace and security. The 
first is a change of principle, a 
change hardly to be expected in a 
Church professing to be infallible, 
and admitting the authority of tradi- 
tion, and the 
of hope is seen in the retraction of 
the temporal dominion of the Pope. 
The other means is a change of feel- 
ing, of which the promise is far 
more favourable, although it is the 
unhappy nature of religious divi- 
sion, that the sect remains, when its 
original character is forgotten. 
Without querulous remarks on 
past offences, without a timid or an 
angry policy, without indifference to 
the common interest, and with that 
personal will to all men, 
“which is always possible and al- 
ways proper,” it is the duty of men 
to stand tast in defence of the main 
principles of union, whenever acci- 
dental combinations or direct at- 
tacks may be formed against them. 


only consolatory ray 


rood 


* The ground of union in this land; 
under the good care of Providence, derives 
its chief stability from that well defined 
and fundamental rule of government, by 
which in eve ry state and im eve ry country, 
things sacred and things civil should be 
subject to one sovereigu supremacy. This 
was the first poimt, which at the dawn of 
reformation in this land was rescued from 
the gradual encroachments which had been 
made by those who traversed rocks and 
seas, the natural limits of the states of 
this world, in order to fix a visionary 
throne of more than magic power and 
mystic influence, in the bosoms of far se- 
vered empires.” P. 10. 

The doctrine of the Pope’s su- 
premacy has been for ever refuted 
in the masterly Treatise of Barrow, 
whose reasoning it would be lost la- 
bour to attemp to strengthen or 
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improve. The Archdeacon’s argu- 
ment is more simple, and is restrict- 
ed to the sure grounds upon which 
the bond of union or single sove- 
reiguty in one state subsists among 
us, and binds all things together in 
these realms. 

“ Itis of the nature and essence of all 
governments, of what kind soever they 
may be, and whatever societies they may 
include, to have all things subject in some 
measure to the sovereign authority. From 
this subjection nothing is exempted but 
what belongs indeed to some rule, over 
which no control of man can be rightfully 
exerted; such as the privilege of con- 
science the duty of servation ; 
the regard to public welfare, as that forms 
the main end of Jaws and government; 
and more especially the things which are 
prescribed by express and indubitable 
precepts of divine authority clearly and 
sufficiently made known, With these re- 
strictions the principles of sovereiguty in 
our own land are applicable to all things 
and persons, They have been traced ac- 
cordingly by our best writers to this four- 
fold ground; to the common right, which 
I have just named, of sovereignty in all 
states, and under every dispensation; to 
the pattern of the Jewish state, particu- 
larly sanctioned as that was by the divine 
appointment; and displayed in a manner 
which was neither local nor peculiar; to 
the plain intimation of the will of God, 
declared on this head inthe page of Scrip- 
ture, first.in the word of prophecy con- 
cerning Christian states and rulers, and 
then in the subsequent directions which 
were given with immediate reference to 
the civil power by Christ himself and his 
first witnesses; and to the laws of this 
realm before they were overborne by fo- 
P. 13. 


reign usurpation.” 


It is the right and duty of Sove- 
reigu Princes to sustain the religious 
together with the civil interests and 
obligations of their subjects, for re- 
ligion is the foundation of the com- 
mon welfare, and the bond of peace 


and order in society. The separa- 
tion of religion from the civil go- 
vernment has no precedent but 
in America, which is certainly not 
suflicient to counteract the argument 
from its connection with every dis- 
pensation which has the sanction of 
divine authority. The chief objec- 
tions to this doctrine are two; Ist, 
P 





106 


That the civil sovereign can affect 
no more than the outward action; 
but can he always affect the outward 
action without the aid of the reli- 
gious principle? 2d. It is objected, 
that power may be abused: bat this 
is an objection which would lead to 
the rejection of all government civil 
as well as religious; it would su- 
persede the authority even of the 
infallible Church ; and it would 
have operated under the government 
of Jeroboam and the Jewish Princes, 
whose sovereignty in religious affairs 
was not therefore annulled. 

The Archdeacon confirms his own 
‘easoning by an appeal to the au- 
thority of the judicious Hooker, 
who shews that although there is a 
necessary separation perpetual and 
personal between a Church and 
commonwealth, and although they 
be differently defined and distinct 
in nature, yet are they not in sub- 
stance perpetually severed, but one 
and the same person may in both 
bear perpetual sway. It was thus 
among the Heathen, and it was thus 
among the Jews, and some sufficient 
reason must be assigned why it 
should be otherwise in the Church 
of Christ; why Christian Kings 
should be deprived of the weighitiest 
part of their sovereignty; why in- 
fidels should possess power in reli- 
gion, which believers should not 
possess; and why in respect of re- 
ligion they should be in subjection 
either to their own subjects or to a 
foreign power. It is the record of 
all history from the time of Con- 
stantine, that kings have exercised 
this authority ; and “if it be de- 
manded by what right from Constan- 
tine downward the Christian em- 
perors did so tur intermeddle in the 
Churches’ affairs, we must therein 


? 


condemn them as being over pre- 
sumptuously bold, or else judge that 
they did it by a law which is termed 
regia, that is to say, regal.” 

This was the reasoning of Hooker, 
but Warburton whose character it 


was, that he would never tread in 


any man’s steps, opposes this rea- 
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soning of Hooker and the best 
writers, and contends for a voluntary 
compact, in which the Church re- 
signs her independence upon condi- 
tion of protection, and of which the 
supremacy of the king in ecclesias- 
tical causes is the result. 

“ This is the peculiar feature of his 
scheme, and constitutes its marked dif- 
ference from that of Hooker. It lies open 
to much inconvenience, and is entangled 
wit} some inconsistency, when he comes 
to replace, as he does in every point, the 
leading principles which he professes to 
neglect; for whoever will look with atten- 
tion through the work of Bishop Warbur- 
ton, will find, that after much shew of va- 
riation from preceding writers, and some 
marks of contempt too for their judgment, 
he replaces one by one, in remoter parts 
of his treatise, every stone, which he pro- 
fesses to cast out from the first founda- 
tion of his own design, Thereis this main 
inconvenience in his scheme, that what 
rests upon no fixed ground of common 
right, may be disputed without end.” 
P, 20. 

The benefit, and even the indis. 
pensable necessity of this civil pro- 
tection of the Church by the civil 
government, are admitted by War- 
burton, at the same time that he 
denies its divine origin and appoiat- 
ment: and although its practical 
influence has been restricted at one 
time, and not restored at another, 
and although the uncontrolled pas- 
sions of men will lead them to op- 
pose the ends of government, the 
principle nevertheless retains its 
pristine force, uninjured and unim- 
paired; and it is of chief moment 
to defend this principle, and to re- 
gulate the points of favour and in- 
dulgence by this standard. Mr. 
Hooker does not deny that there are 
peculiar laws of divine appointment 
for the government of the Charch, 
and powers, which the spiritual 
pastor alone can exercise; and he 
lays down the just distinction, that 
it is the province of the Sovereign 
to maintain, and not to counteract 
these laws and institutions of the 
Church. 


“ He draws this conchision, ‘ that for 
the received laws and liberties of the 
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Church, the King hath supreme authority, 
but against them, none.’ 

‘“‘ In a word, the personal union of the 
Church and Commonwealth, where the 
compose both, cannot 
be «lenied: bat this does not destroy the 
natural distinction of societies, or cancel 
those rights which belong essentially to 
each. The spiritual pastor retains his pri- 
vilege of which he cannot be divested, and 
the sovereign power keeps its supremacy 
within those limits which the word of God 
and the known ends 
always put. It is impessible te deny that 
this supremacy may be exercised in thing 
relating to religion by the sovereign power 
in Christian states, unless we will take 
one of these opinions, either that the Chris- 
itself includes all such do- 


same individuals 


of government must 


tian charactei 
minion, or restrains it to a faucied reign 
of Christ on earth, distinct from his uni- 
versal rule ; or confines it to his ministers 
alone, or vests it in some suppose d vicege 
rent, to whom it is thought to be derived. 
All these notions have had their turn in 
the world, and are most opposite to Scrip- 
ture, reason, and the judgment (conform- 
able to both) upon which the model of 
our own happy and well settled govern- 
ment in Church and State, hath been esta- 
blished. 

“ Thas by defending the capacity and 
privileges of Sovereign powers to bear 
sway in all causes, that are left free to 
discretion, and by shewing at the same 
time the perpetual exception as to things 
determined and provided by divine autho- 
rity, Mr. Hooker has for ever overthrown 
both the wild suggestions of Erastian theo- 
rists, and the groundless claim of a per- 
petual empire in the Church, independent 
even in Christian countries on the Sove- 
reign power.” P, 24. 


The Arcdeacon makes his last 
appeal to the testimony of Arch- 
bishop Wake, in establishment of 
the doctrine for which he contends, 
and concludes his charge with that 
judicious moderation and true can- 
dour, which distinguishes his cha- 
racter. 

“* Whatever may be the wish of any 
man to grant indulgences, for which no 
man feels more heartily inclined than 1 do, 
even to the utmost point beyond which it 
may be impossible to go further, and at 
the same time to preserve the limits which 
have been so hardly won from inroad and 
encroachment, yet let us look well to 
fixed and laid principles, for if they 
should be weakened and conceded, it may 
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cost a bitter strife for their recovery. The 
value of things once yielded is ill learned 
by the loss itself which takes place, and by 
the consequences which ensue.” DP. 27. 

It will naturally be conceived, 
that the charge occupies a sinall 
aud disproportionate part of the vo- 
lume, and is followed by a consi- 
derable bulk of supplemental mat- 
ter; an arrangement for which the 
just apology on the present occa- 
sion is its unavoidable necessity. 

“ A prejudice arises at the first view, 
and operates unfavourably, when a short 
discourse is coupled with a considerable 
bulk of supplemental matter. The porch 
and the building, in such cases, have no 
natural proportion, and the first impres- 
sion is not advantageous, But, in tle pre- 
instance, this inconvenience could 
not be avoided, since the Dissertations 
and Collections, which are now subjoined, 
could not make part of a discourse con- 
fined to narrow limits; whilst the sugees- 
tions which were furnished in the Charge 
itself made it necessary to produce some 
ptoof of what had been intimated. ‘Thus 
a longer investigation of the subject has 
succeeded to the first address. It will be 
found, however, that these additions, al- 
thoughthey assume the form of an Appen- 
dix, contain a connected prosecution of 
the chief objects of consideration.” Pre- 
face. P, v. vi. 


sent 


The Collections and Dissertations 
which are subjoined to the Charge 
are exhibited in seven sections, and 
comprise a faithful abstract of the 
most distinguished treatises on civil 
and ecclesiastical government, in- 
terspersed with: appropriate obser- 
vations, as these treatises corrobo- 
rate or impair the argument, which 
it is the purpose of the Archdeacon 
to maintain. These collections are 
highly valuable, not only in guiding 
the researches of the inquisitive stu- 
dent, but in presenting to the ge- 
neral reader the substance of large 
volumes, which could not be col- 
lected without considerable expence, 
nor studied without uninterrupted 
leisure. From their nature, how- 
ever, they do not admit of analysis, 
and it is not in our power to do 
more, than to specify the materials 
of which they consist, 
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In the first section, the doctrine 
of sole supremacy, for which the 
Archdeacon contends, is sustained 
upon the authority of Whitgift, 
Bancroft, Jewell, Bilson, Andrews, 
Carleton, Bramhall, J. Taylor, 
Falkner, Barrow, Usher, King 
Charles I, and Mason. These are 
the Fathers of our Church, and we 
owe them reverence: to their testi- 
monies are subjoined those of others 
of our own country, unhappily di- 
vided from us in communion, but 
bearing a like suffrage in this re- 
spect, namely, the London minis- 
ters in 1647, Baxter, Prynne, Nye, 
Marshall, and Firmin. His first 
collection is concluded with the tes- 
timonies of the distinguished lay- 
men, Sir R. Twysden and Lord Cla- 
rendon. 

Having supported his principal 
position of a single supremacy by a 
host of witnesses, the Archdeacon 
proceeds in his second section to 
examine the arguments of those 
who have advocated the opposite 
doctrine, or drawn the same con. 
clusion from diffefent and _ less 
stable premises. In this investiga- 
tion a cursory notice is taken of the 
remarks of Blackstone, but the au- 
thor’s principal attempt is to expose 
the inconsistencies of Warburton, in 
upholding upon one argument, what 
he professes to destroy by another; 
and to refute the reasoning of Mr. 
Plowden, in opposition to the eccle- 
siastical supremacy of the civil so- 
vereign, and in defence of the full 
indefeasible authority, in all religious 
matters, of the spiritual pastor. ‘This 
important and elaborate investiga- 
tion is conducted by the Archdea- 
con with a singular discretion, and 
with exemplary temper and libe- 
rality, taking advantage of the 
ingenuity of his adversaries, to 
strengthen the cause for which he 
pleads, at the same time that he re- 
futes the sophistry by which that 
cause is opposed, 

“ Enough then has been produced from 
this able and ingenious work, (the Alli- 
ance between Church and State,) to show 


(Fes. 


that its author has not taken the civil su- 
premacy entirely from its old foundations, 
though he builds after his own fashion. 
Allowing him his privilege, we find that 
he is never far from the truth, as it sub- 
sists in practice; and when he seems to 
decline acknowledged principles, it is by 
means which have a ground of truth, and 
may be usefully applied. He abounds 
with excellent remarks, and has made 
good, in the main, a vigorous defence oi 
the establishment against many different 
kinds of adversaries. What has heen said 
has not been marked, I trust, with disre- 
spect or any want of deference for supe- 
rior talents, but has had for its aim to 
guard against the mischiefs of departing 
from those solid and consistent principles, 
the grounds of which the learned prelate 
could not but admit. Iu attempting this, 
I shall not, I hope, be taxed with arro- 
gance or indiscretion, when I have kept 
closely to authorities, which even Warbur- 
ton might have been well satisfied to fol- 
low, and which he certainly has not been 
able to supersede.” P.99. 


To the testimonies of British, the 


Archdeacon adds the testimony of 


foreign divines, which he introduces 
with the arguments of Grotius on 
the plenitude of the sovereign power, 
its universality and necessity, under 
proper restrictions, in conjunction 
with his refutation of the pretence 
of the Romanist, that the emperor 
is within, not above the Church. 
The low opinions which Grotius 
entertained, or rather his total de- 
nial of ecclesiastical authority, are, 
with the usual discrimination of the 
Archdeacon, placed in a strong con. 
trast with his irrefragable argument 
in defence of Episcopacy. 

Grotius is supported im the fol- 
lowing section by Puffendorf, whos¢ 
argument is abundantly sufficient to 
establish the civil supremacy on the 
grounds which our writers have 
maintained, and who gives his testi- 
mony, as what could not be denied 
or avoided, and whose suffrage is 
therefore the more valuable. Puf- 
fendort is followed by Burlamaqui, 
than whom few writers have ex- 
pressed themselves with more clear- 
ness and simplicity, although, in 
the conclusion of his argument, he 


has neglected to mark the true and 
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necessary distinction between a 
civil jurisdiction, and the spiritual 
authority which has its foundation 
and limitation in the word of 
God. 

The circumstances under which 
De Marca wrote in defence of thy 
liberties of the Gallican Church, 
were peculiar, end it was a point of 
no ordinary difficulty to secure his 
own interest in the Bishopric of 
Conserans, and to conciliate the fa- 
vour of the Pope, without forfeiting 
the favour of his rightful sovereign. 
His great work was the bulwark of 
the liberties of the Gallican Church, 
and was but partially weakened by 
the concessions and retractions 
which he was required to make in 
accommodation to the will and in 
obedience to the authority of the 
See of Rome. 

“ Yet notwithstanding this embarrass- 
ment, which De Marca felt on every side, 
and which might almost discourage us 
from wading through a large folio written 
under such impressions, and with such 
provisions made for stifling or dissembling, 
what was stubborn and intractable, we 
shall find him establishing, with sufficient 
clearness, many grounds of truth upon this 
subject. He aflirmed enough, indeed, to 
draw tim into great difficulties ,fronf which 
he could not extricate himself without some 
sacrifices, of no advantage to lis own name, 
or to the cause which he had undertaken,” 
P. 212. 

The substance of his treatise is 
drawn out at considerable length in 
the fifth section, and the reader 
will not only ‘‘ excuse,” but be 
thankful for the pains taken in trac- 
ing the opinions of so eminent a 
person, and will not neglect to im- 
prove the obvious and important 
lessons which he teaches, nor refuse 
to subscribe the powerful convic- 
tion which is the result of his dis- 
course, 

* I have reserved for this” (sixth) “* sec- 
tion some connected extracts from the 
treatise of the learned, accurate, and judi- 
cious Barrow, It had not his last band, 
but, together with the piece by which it is 
attended, the Discourse on the Unity of 
the Church, was published after bis death. 
They display the powers of an eminent 
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and very able writer, and deserve the 
character which Archbishop Tillotson has 
given, as ‘ having exhausted the subject, 
and said enough to silence the controversy 
concerning the Pope's supremacy for ever, 
and to deter all wise men, on both sides 
from meddling further with it.’ I 
shall leave that branch of the 7 
therefore, to the reference of those who 
may find in it such complete and cepious 
information ; but it may not be unaccept- 
able to the reader, nor inconsistent with 
the chief design of these collections, to 


any 


subject 


pr duce some te stimonies, which lie scat- 
tered in the treatise and discourse, and to 
subjoin them to what has been already fur- 
nished on the subject of Church govern- 
ment and the civil sovereignty, in doing 
which, it will appear sufficiently that this 
acute and excellent divine did not leave 
the Church without its rightful powers, 
and just authority, when he exposed and 
utterly destroyed the false pretensions of 
the Papal Sovereignty.” P. 251. 

The extracts from Barrow are il- 
lustrated and confirmed by the au- 
thority and arguments of Archbishop 
Usher and Dr. Hammond, in which 
is incidentally contained a view of 
the origin and primitive indepen- 
dence of British Episcopacy, a 
point which has been recently ar- 
gued by Dr. Hales and the Bishop 
of St. David’s, and which it is not 
more important than interesting to 
sustain. 

The last section exhibits the sen- 
timents of Mr. Charles Leslie, a 
view of the antient form of episco. 
pal government retained in the re- 
formed Churches of the Continent, 
and of the acknowledged right of 
the civil sovereignty in those 
Churches, extracted from the Ox- 
ford Papers, a collection now not 
easy to be met with . and the argu- 
ments of Bishops Bull and Stilling- 


fleet. 


“ The labour has not been light to trace 
this subject. Its application to the cir- 
cumstances of our day is no otherwise 
material than as the want of right con- 
ceptions of the principles, at any time 
under discussion, may lead to very mis- 
chievous determinations, and to 
quences no less injurious in their influences 
and effects.” P. 336. 


conse- 


The doctrine of the king's supre- 
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macy is not a doctrine which de- 
rives a factitious and transitory im- 
portance from the popular discus- 
sions of the day: it is a doctrine 
always important, of the grounds 
and principles of which no man 
ought, at any time, to be ignorant. 
It is the doctrine of the Canonical 
form of bidding prayer; it is the 
doctrine of the Thirty-seventh Arti- 
le of our Church, which attributes 
to the king’s majesty the chief go- 
vernment, and maintains that Chris- 
tian Princes should rule all estates 
uid degrees committed to their 
charge by God, whether they be 
ecclesiastical or temporal ; it is the 
doctrine recognized in the prayer, 
that the king may study to preserve 
the people committed to his charge 
in wealth, peace, and godliness ; 
and it is the doctrine of the Serip- 
tures, upon which all prayers, all 


articles of faith, and all canons of 


discipline are founded, to pray for 
kings, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, in all godliness and 
honesty. The grounds and _princi- 
ples of this doctrine are laid down 
in the Charge; and the succeeding 
Collections, while they confirm the 
author's reasoning, are a manual to 
guide the reader through the most 
important treatises in which the same 
subject is discussed. It is not pos- 
sible, without examination, to form 
a just value of these materials. 


aT 


A Charge delivered to the Clergy 
of the Diocese of Llandaff, at the 
Primary Visitation in August, 
1821. By William, Lord Bi- 
shop of Llandaff. 4to. pp. 24. 
Parker, Oxford ; Rivington, Lon- 
don. 1821. 


Tuis Charge contains a complete 
account of the state of the Diocese 
in which it was delivered, and com- 
ments most judiciously upon the ge- 
neral situation of the Church and 
the country. 

\fter a handsome compliment to 


Bishop of Llandaff’s Charge. 
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the vigilance and ability of his pre- 
decessor, the Bishop of Llandaff 
declares himself peculiarly indebted 
to that valuable body of Clergy 
the Rural Deans, by whose inqui- 
ries into the condition of the pa- 
rishes placed under their superin 
tendance, his Lordship has been 
enabled to judge what improvements 
are requisite and practicable in points 
of real importance. Upon a compa- 
rison of the returns made iu the year 
1817 with those in the years 1819 
and 1820, a manifest and progressive 
improvement is The 
Churches in most parts of the Dio- 
cese have undergone considerable 
repairs, and every reasonable ground 
of complaint is in a fair way to be 
removed, Church-room is still de- 
ficieat in the populous parishes, 
But exertions to supply it have been 
successful in two recent instances, 
and the same laudable spirit is ex- 
pected to manifest itself in another, 
The state of glebe houses of resi- 
dence for the Clergy is not so fa- 
vourable. More than two thirds ot 
the livings have none whatsoever— 
**and of those which have any, a large 
portion are so mean and so unim- 
proveable as to afford but too good 
a plea for non-residence.” The 
poverty of the benefices opposes a 
most serious obstacle to the remo- 
val of this crying evil. The bene- 
fits of education upon the principles 
of the National Society, have been 
widely extended through the Dio- 
cese, and there are schools which 
might justly be holden up as models 
of excellence. But the Bishop re- 
commends an increased attention to 
the establishment of those humble 
village schools, by which some por- 
tion of instruction may be imparted 
to every individual, and which are not 
now to be seen in more than one third 
of the parishes. Dissenting places of 
worship are found to be numerous 
and increasing, and in the aggre- 
gate nearly equal the sum total of 
churches and chapels under the es- 
tablishment. 

Having dwelt thus far upon local 


observed. 
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topics, his Lordship proceeds to 
others of more universal interest. 


‘“¢ Within the short period that has elap- 
sed since I was appointed to my present 
official station, much has occurred to mark 
the character of the times we-live in, and 
to awaken our earnest attention to the du- 
ties we are more particularly called upon 
to discharge. Public occurrences of an 
extraordinary kind have called into action 
a great variety of conflicting passions and 
interests, and have developed views and 
sentiments among a certain portion of the 
community, which it is impossible to con- 
template without much solicitude. With 
events merely political, the ordinary strug- 
gles of men coveting wealth, power, or 
distinction, and looking not beyond their 
own personal aggrandizement, we have, 
indeed, little concern; nor does it become 
us officially to intermeddle with matters 
of State-Policy, whether external or in- 
ternal, where no great moral or religious 
principles are at stake. But when the 
very foundations of Piety and Virtue are 
shaken, then it surely behoves us, as the 
conservators of Religion, and the constitu- 
ted guardians of public Morals, to put 
forth our best energies in their defence, 
and to watch with tenfold zeal and assi- 
duity over those who are entrusted to our 
care, 

“ It can hardly have escaped the ob- 
servation of any of us, that for several 
years past,—even from the commencement 
of that revolution in a neighbouring coun- 
try, which, in its desolating progress, up- 
rooted every principle, every sentiment of 
Religion, of Loyalty, and of Social Order, 
—an extensive and formidable party in 
this country has been either openly or co- 
vertly, endeavouring to effect among us a 
similar catastrophe, This disposition has 
been manifested, even with increased ma- 
lignity and virulence, since the cessation 
of Continental warfare. As if rendered 
desperate by that blow, which the return 
of peace and the restoration of legitimate 
Sovereigns to their thrones had inflicted 
upon them, the disaffected among us ap- 
pear to have been doubly impatient to in- 
volve their country in all the 
popular licentiousness and revolutionary 
phrenzy. Experience, moreover, had taught 
them, that to such nefarious projects the 
Religion of their country presented an in- 
superable obstacle. So thoroughly have 
they found it to be interwoven with all 
our Civil Institutions ; so manifestly, have 
they perceived, is the entire fabric of our 
Constitution, our Laws, and our Govern- 
ment, upholden by its influence on the 


evils of 


ili 


pablic mind; that no reasonable hope 
could be entertained of subverting the one, 
without undermining the other. Hence it 
is, that Infidelity and Disloyalty, Scepti- 
cism and Sedition, Blasphemy and Trea- 
son, have so invariably coalesced and co- 
operated in the labours of these infatuated 
disturbers of mankind. The leaders in 
these councils know full well that their 
progress must be slow and uncertain, 
until the multitude can be brought to mock 
at religious scruples, and to cast off moral 
restraints. But let these be once discard- 
ed, and their work is sure. Give the na- 
tural man free and unbounded scope ; let 
loose his passions, his appetites, his inordi- 
nate affections; teach him to regard the 
Fear of God as an idle bugbear, and the 
hope of Futurity as a superstitious dream ; 
—and where is your hold upon his reason, 
upon his undertaking, upon any one feeling 
of his nature which shall control his evil 
propensities? From that instant, he is pre- 
pared to realize and exemplify in himself 
whatever the Apostle to the Gentiles has 
set before us, in the hideous character he 
pourtrays of the Heathen world, during its 
last stage of moral depravity. 

“ It is this prominent feature of the 
present times, which is more immediately 
the object of our concern, In the ordi- 
nary results of political warfare we have, 
indeed, an interest, in common with the 
rest of our fellow-subjects, and cannot be 
supposed to view them with indifference. 
But as our conditions and habits of life, 
our pursuits and occupations, may be sup- 
posed to disqualify us in some measure for 
taking an active part in them; so does the 
peculiar sanctity of our profession call 
upon us rather to withdraw others from 
unnecessarily or intemperately engaging in 
them, than to be ourselves partakers in 
the disputes to which they give occasion, 
Not so, however, when we see those over 
whom it is our duty to keep a watchful 
eye, heedlessly or perversely putting them- 
selves under the guidance of men who 
would bereave them of their best hopes in 
another world, as well as of their truest 
interest in this ;—of men, who would teach 
them to ‘ call evil good, and good evil, to 
put darkness for ligit, and light for dark- 
ness, to put bitter for sweet, and sweet 
for bitter.”’ P. 12, 

The other prevailing evils which 
the Bishop of Llandaff enumerates 
and deplores, are attributable prin- 
cipally to fanaticism. And in his 
own Diocese he observes with re- 
gret, that besides numerous con- 
gregations of Calvinists, Wesleyans, 
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Independants, and other sects of fre- 
quent occurrence, there are found 
in the remoter parts of it some few 


Socinian or Unitarian places of wor- 
His Lo Ishi 


li 
i 
aN 


sup. » is inclined to 
believe that e not met witu 


had, 


they h 
uw they 


justly observes, it would excite an 


much SUCCeSS ; as he 


apprehension that infidelity itself 
; 


The false 
liberality which 


is gaining ground, can- 
dour and spurious 
inclines men who are not actually 
hostile to the Church, to support 
and encourage Sectarianism, is the 
last of the prevailing evils oa which 
the Bishop comments. ‘* Hence,” 
he observes, ‘* popular and capti- 
vating associations have been form- 
ed on the acknowledged principle 
of obliterating every mark of religi- 
ous distinction,’ and the indifler- 
ence to important tenets, winch is 
thus infallibly fostered, proves that 
under the specious shew of conci- 
liation, the views of our adversaries 
are in fact promoted by the dimi- 
nished respect and attachment which 
is felt tor our venerable Church. 
The remedies recommended by his 
Lordship, for such opposite and 
complicated diseases, forins the con- 
clusion of his valuable address: and 
we present the principal part of it 
to our readers, in full confidence 
that they will agree with us in 
thinking that the Bishop of Llan- 
daff’s example and advice must 
prove a signal benefit and blessing, 
uot merely to the Diocese which has 
the happiness of his immediate su- 
perintendance, but to the Chur h 
at large of which he is so bright an 
ornament, 


‘¢ T have touched upon these topics, my 
Reverend Brethren, as cursorily as miglit 
be, chiefly for the purpose of recurring to 
those points of your professional duty 
which such meetings as the present are in- 
tended more especially to enforce. The 
remedy for all these evils, the preservative 
against all these dangers, so far as we are 
personaliy responsible, will be found in 
that diligent, faithful, uncompromising, and 
undeviating discharge of our respective 
functions, which, while it must raise us in 
the estimation of all impartial observers 


[FEp, 


of our conduct, will also lay the best-founda- 
tion of our own individual satisfaction, and 
of the general welfare. Even the retired 
your profession 

vance the public 
your sphere of usefulness may 
be more widely extended, by uniting your 
vith others of the Cle rey and Laity 


he } - 
and unobtrusive labour 


‘ 
cannot but greatly ad 


good, But 
efforts 
who are now carrying on, with a zeal aud 
energy proportioned to the exigency of 
the times, the great works of National 
Edueation, and of promoting Christian 
Knowledge, both at home and abroad, 
The establishment of Diocesan and Dis. 
trict Committees, in union with the Pa- 
rent Societies instituted for these import- 
aut purposes, has of late years been suc. 
cessfully adopted throughout thjs, as well 
s of the Principality, The 
contributions, too, which have been raised 
in your respective parishes, towards the 
support of the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, be- 
speak a liberal spirit, and ap ardent desire 
of doing good. While this spirit prevails, 
we need not be dismayed by any efforts 
of our adversaries. These great public in- 
Stitutions, together with the Society for 
the enlargement and rebuilding of 
Charehes and Chapels, may be regarded 
as main bulwarks of our Ecclesiastical 
Establishment. ‘Tuey provide for the in- 
struction of the great miass of the com- 
munity in every way in. which it can be 
administered ; by training the infant mind 
to a knowledge of Christian duty ; by sup- 
plying the adult with every assistance to a 
right faith and practice ; by providing for 
the wants of our fellow countrymen se- 
parated from us in distant countries ; by 
scattering the seeds of Cliistianity in every 
climate and in every soil ; and by afford- 
ing to those among ourselves who miglit 
otherwise be debarred of such benetits, 
the means of attepdance on the public mi- 
nistrations of the Church, 

“ With these advantages within their 
reach, let us Lope the time is at hand, 
wien nove of us need complain that 
Evangelical light and truth must be sought 
elsewhere than within the pale of the 
Church of England, Not that we would 
depreciate the good that is done by others, 
nor regard them with an invidious eye. 
Towards our Dissenting brethren, intent 
as many of them undoubtedly are upon 
promoting in common with ourselves the 
great purpose for which the Gospel was 
imparted to maokind, it behoves us to 
demean ourselves with charity, with good- 
will, with respect, But while ¢hey pursue 
their course unmolested and unreproved, 
Jet it be_allowed to us to do the same. 


7 


as other part 
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We concede toleration freely and fully: 
we claim only to be equally unmolested in 
our own privileges, and thus to preserve 
the relations of peace and amity. What 
more does Christian Charity require? Or 
vhat further advances can be made to- 
wards an interchange of good offices, with- 
out a compromise on one side or the 
ither, or perhaps on both, of sincerity and 
truthe” P, 21, 


er GR 


1 Remonstrance addressed to Mr. 
John Murray, respecting @ re- 
cent Publication. Rivingtons. 

$22. 

THIs is a well-timed and excellent 

pamphlet, and states and answeis 

the question between Mr, Murray 
and the public in the shortest 

and most satisfactory manner. A 

full and free expression of our 

opinion respecting Lord Byron’s 

Poems would carry us beyond 

the limits of the present number. 

We said, two years ago, that the 

author and the publisher of Don 

Juan deserved to be treated pre- 

cisely as the author and the pub- 

lisher of The Deist ; and our readers 
have been put in possession of Mr. 

Southey’s admirable remarks upon 

the Satanic School of Poetry. It 

will be sufficient, therefore, upon the 
present occasion, to let the Remon- 
strant speak for himself: but as it 

would be difficult to say more in a 

shorter compass, it is not easy to 

omit a part without doing injustice 
to the whole. 

The reason which the writer as- 
sigus for addressing Mr. Murray, 
rather than the nobleman by whom 
he is employed, is, that he recog- 
nizes in the latter no principle of 
conduct, but an arrogant and all 
mastering self-love, and does not 
think that an appeal to his lord- 
ship’s reason or pity would be 
likely to prove effectual. He pro- 
ceeds thus— 


“ But in addressing you, Sir, I am 
persuaded I shall have much better chance 
of success; as my object simply is, to 
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prevent you henceforward from becoming 
the agent of so much mischief as must re- 
sult from the wide dissemination of works 
like § Cain, a Mystery.’ You have been, 
as I am informed, successful in business in 
a very uncommon degree; now I would 
ask, can you answer it to the society which 
has thus aided your advance to wealth, and 
protects you iv the possession of it; if 
such be the use you make of the influence 
you have acquired; and your ample deal- 
ings as a tradesman, are thus to be made 
available for the worst purposes. You may 
urge, perhaps, generally, that as a pub- 
lisher, you do not hold yourself responsible 
for an author’s peculiar opinions ; or you 
may plead as an extenuation in this parti- 
cular instance, your feelings of gratitude to 
Lord Byron for favours formerly received. 
Be assured, neither excuse will serve; you 
have cut them both from under your feet 
by your conduct on a recent occasion, 
when you proved your conviction that a 
publisher had, and could exercise, a discre- 
tionary power; and in consequence your 
name did not appear in the title page of 
‘ Don Juan,’ whether you were deterred 
by conscientious feelings, or only by the 
salutary fear of a Middlesex Grand Jury, 
I do not stop to inquire; nor shall I do 
more than advert to the report that this 
piece of mischief was loaded under your 
own eye, though you left it to your Printer 
to pull the trigger. It is enough for my 
purpose, that you have distinctly recog- 
nised this discretionary power in a book- 
seller on some occasion; and was not the 
publication of ‘ Carn’ one of these occa- 
sions? Itrust, Sir, you will yet feel, or 
be made to feel, that it was. It is not for 
an anonymous writer to point out to the 
Attorney-General the line of conduct he 
should pursue; but I am persuaded no- 
thing but an over cautious deference to the 
peculiar temper of the times would allow 
the prosecutor of Hone to permit the pub- 
lisher of ‘ CAIN’ to escape with impunity. 
In the mean time, there is another method 
by which I anticipate in the ordinary 
course of things, you must be made to feel 
severely, You are supported by the great 
and powerful; and they in turn are sup- 
ported by religion, morality, and law: can 
we suppose that they will continue their 
countenance to one who lends himself to 
be the instrument, by which this triple 
pillar is shaken and undermined? ‘There 
isa method of producing conviction, not 
to be found in any of the treatises on logic, 
but which I am persuaded you could be 
quickly made to understand; it is the 
argumentum ad crumenam ; and this I 
trust will be brought home to you in a 
Q 
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variety of ways; not least I expect in the 
profit you hope to make by the offending 
publication. Asa bookseller, I conciude 
you have but one standard of poetic excel- 
lence ;—the extent of your sale. Without 
assuming any thing beyond the bounds of 
ordinary foresight, I venture to foretel, that 
in this case you will be mistaken; the 
book will disappoint your cupidity, as 
much as it discredits your feeling and dis- 
cretion. Your noble employer has de- 
ceived you, Mr. Murray; he has profited 
by the celebrity of his name to palm upon 
you obsolete trash, the very offscourings of 
Bayle and Voltaire, which he has made 
you pay for, as though it were first rate 
poetry and sound metaphysics, But I tell 
you (and if you doubt it, you may consult 
any of the literary gentlemen who frequent 
your reading room) that this poem, this 
Mystery with which you have insulted us, 
is nothing more than a Cento from Vol- 
taire’s novels and the most objectionable 
articles in Bayle’s Dictionary, served up 
in clumsy cuttings of ten syllables, for the 
purpose of giving it the guise of poetry. 
That this assertion is entirely borne out by 
the fact, any one may convince himself, 
who will take the trouble to wade through 
the authorities enumerated in the margin®. 
Now it happens very curiously, that Lord 
syron has lately taken to pique himself on 
his claims to originality, and to repel, with 
no small indignation, ceitain criticisms, 
in which those claims have been impugned. 
P, 6. 

The Remonstrant then comments 
upon Lord Byron's whimsical boast, 
that he not read Milton since 
he was twenty—and we hope that 
his lordship will favour us, in some 
future puff, with a list of the books, 
saving and excepting his own, which 
he has perused during the subse- 
quent period. His object in the 
present publication is justly pro- 
nounced to be three-fold ; financial, 


has 


for his lordship is neither rich nor 


economical ; — blasphemous, which 
seems at present to be the pre- 
vailing habit of his mind +;— 


*« In Bayle: Cain, Adam, Eve, Abel, 
Manicheus, Paulicius, Marcionites, All 
the novels of Voltaire have been put under 
contribution, especially Micromegus, Ba- 
bone, &e.” 

t We know that there is at this moment 
a Manuscript of Lord Byron's in London, 
which even his lordship’s publishers are 
not boll enough to print, 
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malevolent, an epithet which, if 
he had never thought or written 
harshly of any other, he would still 
richly deserve, for his ungentleman- 
like unmanly allusions to the lady 
who has the misfortune to be his 
wife. His character and perform- 
ances as a poet are summed up by 
the hand of a master. 


“In stating what Ihave myselffelt, Ihave 
no doubt that I speak the sentiments of a 
large class of his readers, We hailed his early 
(though not perhaps his earliest efforts) with 
great delight ; and though we did not join 
in the general exclamation, ‘ Behold a first- 
rate poet,’ we persuaded ourselves that we 
could perceive in him all the qualifications 
which would enable him to become one, 
Here was the error both of Lord Byron 
and his more zealous admirers, They 
mistook the demonstrations of poetic ta- 
lent for the real fruits of poetry ; and were 
willing to give him the prize, not because 
he had won it, but because he had con- 
vinced them he could win it if he chose, 
Now we do not call a man a first-rate 
painter, unless he has produced a first-rate 
picture; ner will the admirers of Raphael 
and Titian be satisfied to refer to their 
outlines and drawings only, however vi- 
gorousand masterly they may be, but they 
will send you to the Transfiguration, and 
the Peter Martyr. So it should be in 
poetry; those who can really estimate the 
peculiar excellencies of the masters of the 
art should be careful to oppose the intro- 
duction of that new standard which has 
lately been set up; by which vigour of 
conception is regarded as all in all, even 
when taste and judgment are wholiy want- 
ing. Ithas been said of La Rochefoucault 
that though he was an admirable writer of 
maxims, he could not have composed a 
regular treatise on morals, and that the 
form of detached reflections was adopted 
fur the sake of sparing himself the labour 
of transition and arrangement, to which 
his powers were in fact unequal, so also it 
miglit have heen with the author of Childe 
Harold aud the Giaour; the desultory 
style in which they were composed, ena- 
bled him to make a display of the strength 
of bis fancy, and to conceal his want of 
taste in the selection of incidents and of 
judgment in the conduct of astory. This 
might have been the case; there was not, 
however, any disposition manifested to 
withhold from the noble candidate for poe- 
tical renowu his full share of praise. We 
were all eager to do honour to this display 
of early talent, and not the less so, as the 
honour was paid to one who was placed 
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by the circumstances of his birth in the 
foremost ranks of society. But there was 
a cloud on the horizon; a moral gloom 
hung over the most brilliant effusions of 
the imagination which every one was ready 
to lament, though most of us were san- 
guine enough to hope that it would be 
dispersed by the improving influence of 
reason and religion, How deplorably lave 
their hopes been disappointed; this por- 
tentous cloud has spread itself on all sides 
and involved his whole intellect in its fatal 
gloom, Nothing can pierce it, the flashes 
of wit and the bright blaze of imagination 
are alike ineffectual; and the name of 
Lord Byron, who might, (it would bea 
cruel effort of the imagination even to sug- 
gest what he might have been) serves now 
only to point a moral. 

** He seems to have been possessed of 
all the gifts of nature and fortune, only 
that he might prove how vain such posses- 
sions are to those who know not how to 
use them rightly. 

*“ He was gifted with the highest intel- 
lectual talents, but he has ‘ profaned this 
God-given strength,’ to the worst purposes: 
he was born a Briton, and inherited the 
honours and privileges of a class to which 
the proudest might have been proud to 
belong, yet when does he allude to his 
country or her institutions; without an ex- 
pression of scorn or hatred? He did not 
scruple to contract the most solemn obli- 
gations which society can impose, and 
which usually call into exercise the ten- 
derest feelings of our nature; those feel- 
ings he has wilfully thrown from him; and 
trampled on the ties from which they 
sprung: and now at last he quarrels with 
the very conditions’ of humanity, rebels 
against that Providence which guides and 
governs all things, and dares to adopt the 
language which had never before been 
attributed to any being but one, ‘ Evil be 
thou my good.’ Such as far as we can 
judge is Lord Byron.” P. 14, 


The concluding address to Mr. 
Murray is calculated to make an 
impression upon that gentleman's 
nerves, which we trust that he will 
be unable to shake off. 


“ In conclusion, Mr. Murray, I would 
bid you ask yourself, are you prepared to 
go all lengths with him? It is not to be 
supposed that the author of Cain will stop 
there; he already resembles the wretched 
Carlile in so many points, that we reason- 
ably expect he will imitate him in his per- 
tinacity also: will he find in you a willing 
instrument, a publisher ready to dissemi- 
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nate all the moral poisons he may think fit 
to prepare? Deliberate, Sir, before you 
decide this question in the affirmative, for 
be assured, that you challenge a heavy 
responsibility: I speak not of the respon- 
sibility to which the actions of every one 
of us shall be liable; on the deeds done 
in the body, whether they be good o1 
bad, let no mortal be so presumptuous as 
to pronounce a judgment, or so deceived 
as to hope to escape one, But you are 
responsible to that society whose institu- 
tions you contribute to destroy; and to 
those individuais whose dearest hopes you 
insult, and would annihilate. Hone, it is 
true, escaped with legal impunity; but 
Carlile and his miserable associates are in 
gaol. I trust you will not persevere; but 
if you do, neither your courtly locality 
and connections, nor the demi-official cha- 
racter with which you are invested, will 
avail to protect you.” P.19, 


The writer signs himself Oxonien. 
sis, and his secret hitherto has been 
so well kept, that we shal] not even 
pretend to know him under any other 
name. But of this we are certain 
that the proudest name of which 
Oxford can need not be 
ashamed of acknowledging the Re- 
monstrance to Mr. John Murray. 

We conclude our remarks by tran- 
scribing a passage from Mr. Sou- 
they’s Letter, which has recently 
appeared in the Newspapers, and 
which merits something more than 
a Newspaper existence. The attack 
upon that gentleman is coupled with 
praises of Lady Morgan, and while 
the one is reviled on account of his 
religion and loyalty, the other, and 
that a female, is extolled to the 
skies for the fearlessness with which 
she scoffs at Christianity. ‘* Lord 

syron,” says Mr. Southey, ‘* has 
thought it not unbeccening in him to 
call me a scribbler of all work. Let 
the word scribbler pass ; it is not an 
appellation which will stick, like 
that of the Satanic School. But, if 
a scribbler, how am I one of all 
work? Iwill tell Lord Byron what 
I have not scribbled—what kind of 
work L have not done, I have never 
published libels upon my friends and 
acquaintance, expressed my sorrow 
for those libels, and called them in 
Q 2 


v 


boast 





116 


during a mood of better mind—and 
then re-issue them, when the evil 
spirit, which for a time has been 
cast out, had returned and taken 
possession, with seven others more 
wicked than himself. I have never 
abused the power, of which every 
author is in some degree possessed, 
to wound the character of a man, 
or the heart of a woman. I have 
never sent into the world a book to 
which I did not dare affix my name ; 
or which I feared to claim ina court 
of justice, if it were pirated by a 
knavish bookseller. I have never 
manufactured furniture for the 
brothel. None of these things have 
I done; none of the foul work by 
which literature is perverted to the 
injury of mankind. My hands are 
clean; there is no ‘ damned spot’ 
upon them—no taint, which ‘ all 
the perfumes of Arabia will not 
sweeten.’ 

** Of the work which I have done, 
it becomes me not here to speak, 
save only as relates to the Satanic 
School, and its Corypheus, the au- 
thor of Don Juan. I have held up 
that school to public detestation, as 
enemies to the religion, the institu- 
tions, and the domestic morals of 
their country. I have given them a 
designation to which their founder 
and leader answers. I have sent a 
stone from my sling which has smit- 
ten their Goliah in the forehead. I 
have fastened his name upon the 
gibbet, for reproach and ignominy, 
as long as it shall endure. ‘Take it 
down who can !” 
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The Necessity of being in a State of 
Preparation for Death; a Ser- 
mon, preached in the Parish 
Church of Somersham, in the 
County of Huntingdon, on Tues- 
day, October 16th, 1821, at the 
Funeral of the Rev. T. Wilson, 
M.A. Perpetual Curate of Wil- 
burton, and Curate of Colne and 
Pidley, in the same County. By 
the Rev. T. Bourdillon, M.A. 
Viear of Fenstanton, cum Hil- 


Bourdillon’s Funeral Sermon on Rev. T. Wilson. 


(Fes. 


ton, Hunts, and formerly Fellow 
and Tutor of Trinity Hall, in 
the University of Cambridge. 8vo, 
32 pp. Rivingtons. 1821. 


WE ventured a few months ago to 
make some general observations 
upon funeral sermons, and to con- 
demn the discourse of a well-known 
preacher, on account of the party- 
spirit which it unequivocally dis- 
played. The little work before us 
is written in a very different strain, 
and the account which it gives of 
a deceased clergyman, is so ju- 
dicious and satisfactory, that we 
cannot refrain from laying it before 
our readers. 

The subject of the sermon is the 
sudden death of the Rev. T. Wil- 
son, who lost his life im conse- 
quence of being thrown from a gig, 
after having passed the afternoon, 
in company with some other cler- 
gymen, at a friend’s house. The 
discourse, therefore, naturally turns 
upon the necessity of preparation 
for death; and after having en- 
forced this necessity, in a plain 
but convincing mauner, especially 
by shewing the certainty of eternal 
punishments, the preacher gives the 
following sketch of the character 
of his departed friend. 


“To render his example conducive to 
your spiritual good, I will proceed, as 1 
purposed, to set some features of his 
character before you: that you may be 
led to consider how far you resemble it, 
and what hope you have, should your 
days be cut short by any such unexpected 
accident, of closing your eyes in the 
same peace, and of becoming partakers of 
that happiness which we trust he is now 
inheriting. 

“In taking this review of the charac- 
ter of our departed friend, I would ob- 
serve, in the first place, that he was a per- 
son of unaffected humility. Though pos- 
sessed of a sound judgment, and with a 
mind enriched by study of the best kind 
—the study of the Holy Scriptures, and 
of subjects connected with his ministerial 
duties—yet was he lowly in his own eyes ; 
firm in maintaining what he thought right, 
he* was more disposed to listen to the 
opinions of others, than forward to ad- 
vance his own. 
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“ The like temper shewed itself in his 
outward manners. This the poor of his 
villages will be ready to testify. There 
was nothing harsh, nothing overbearing, 
nothing arrogant in his behaviour towards 
them, but an engaging and affable ad- 
dress, accommodated to their habits, and 
which, as it bore the marks, so did it pro- 
ceed intrinsically from a spirit of love and 
kindness, 

“ This leads me to notice, as another 
Christian-like and amiable quality be- 
longing to him—his disinterested bene- 
volence—his ready and active charity. 
His pecuniary means were not great, but 
he made a wise and liberal use of them. 
Not only was his house always open to 
those who stood in need of such comforts 
as it afforded, but he was in the habit of 
making advances of small sums of money 
to poor persons, to enable them to pay 
their rent *, and for other beneficial pur- 
advances which, from various 
causes, we may suppose were in many 
cases never replaced, and in many others 
never required or expected to be so, It 
has been truly said of him, by those who 
knew him well, that by the judicious ap- 
plication of his limited resources, con- 
nected with his own frugal and inexpen- 
sive habits, he had the art of making a 
little go a great way—a happy art when 
so employed, and full of the most bene- 
ficial consequences, 

** Not that his benevolence was ex- 
erted only in acts of small assistance. 
This some of his own more immediate 
connections well know, who will be 
ready cheerfully to acknowledge the very 
important and lasting services they de- 
rived from bim. 

“ As he was thus charitable in the em- 
ployment of his pecuniary means, so like- 
wise did his benevolence and eense of 
duty mauifest themselves in the use which: 
he made of another important talent—/is 
time. 

** It is well known that many persons 
are ready to give money towards the fur- 
therance of any useful or charitable insti- 
tutions, who would be loth to sacrifice 
much ¢ime in their behalf. This, perliaps, 
is in few things more strikingly exem- 
plified than in the care and superin- 
tendance of schools; those, I mean, 
which are established for the benefit of 
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the poor, Such was not the case with 
him of whom I am now speaking. He 
* “ One act of benevolence of this 


kind he had performed on the morning of 
the very day when the fatal accident befel 
him.” 
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gave not only his money but his drouble ; 
he put himself not only toj expence, but 
to inconvenience. Two or three times a 
week did he go, in the evenings of the 
winter half-year, to the night-school at 
Colne, a distance, you well know, of full 
a mile, that he might afford help and su- 
perintendance. His other labours in his 
parishes were of a corresponding nature, 
Though he had no opportunity of residing 
in either of his villages, yet, like a true 
pastor, he was much among his people, 
visiting their cottages, learning their 
wants, assisting them with his advice, 
composing their differences. 

** The mention of this last particular 
leads me to notice another feature in his 
character, of a truly Christian stamp, that 
of a peace-maker. How blessed this 
quality is in the sight of God we have 
our Saviour’s own declaration to assure 
us; and for this he whose character we 
are considering was particularly distin- 
guished; so much so, that he was con- 
stantly referred to by those who had any 
disputes to settle, or differences to heal ; 
such was the opinion entertained both of 
his disposition to do good in this way, 
and of the judgment and uprightness with 
which he would discharge the trust re- 
posed in him. How much good he ef- 
fected in this respect, we may, in some 
measure, appreciate, if we consider the 
cabals and jealousies, the rancour and the 
heart-burnings, the strife and divisions, 
which frequently prevail where there is no 
such benevolent person at hand to pre- 
vent them. 

“ And now if we enquire what gave 
rise to this humility, this benevolence, 
this desire and disposition to promote the 
peace and happiness of those around him, 
to what, my brethren, shall we ascribe it, 
but, under the influence of divine grace, 
to a sincere belief in the Holy Scriptures, 
and to a pious wish and endeavour, thence 
arising, to frame his heart and life ac- 
cordingly, and to imitate, not in word 
only, but in deed, that divine pattern of 
all virtue set before us in the person of 
Christ our Saviour.” P. 17. 

“ The next and last particular which I 
will mention as belonging in an eminent 
degree to our departed friend, and which 
was among the most obvious as well as 
the most excellent parts of his character, 
is his “ devotedness to his profession,” 
the almost exclusive attention which he 
paid to the business aud duties of his 
ministry. 

“ He was, strictly speaking, a clergy- 
man : the constant current of his thoughts 
was towards religion. Those who en- 
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joyed, even in a slight degree, his society 
and friendship, know how truly this may 
be said of him. To talk upon religion 
and religious subjects was his great de- 
light. His reading and studies lay all that 
way. In his most familiar intercourse he 
seemed always gratified when he could 
give the conversation a profitable turn, 
and lead it to his favourite theme. 

** My reverend brethren, who are come 
to pay the last tribute of regard and af- 
fection to his memory, may I be excused 
if I respectfully advert to the solemn 
obligations we have taken upon ourselves 
as to this important matter, and pray that 
in this great and distinguishing part of our 
lamented friend’s character, his example 
may be so considered by us as to lead, 
through God’s blessing, to the same fruits 
in ourselves. We know the pledges we 
gave at our ordination, may they be re- 
membered by each of us as they were by 
him ! 

“ Having dwelt so long on the several 
particulars already mentioned, I have but 
little time to say any thing further ; neither 
indeed is it necessary. For after what 
has been stated, it would be almost need- 
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less to add, that he fulfilled all the rela- 
tive duties of life as a Christian ought to 
do; that he was a dutiful son, an affec- 
tionate brother, a steady friend, a kind 
relation to all connected with him. To 
these things the feelings of some here 
present, and the knowledge of many more 
bear sufficient testimony. P.23.  ~ 

We trust that there is nothing 
extraordinary or singular in the 
amiable character here pourtrayed. 
But taking for granted, as we most 
readily do, the accuracy of the 
portrait, its author is entitled to 
our best thanks. There is nothing 
strained, affected, or exaggerated, 
in his description. He gives us the 
history of a pious parish priest, 
which ought to interest and im- 
prove his hearers, He tells a plain 
tale in plain language; and his ex. 
ample may be copied in more quar- 
ters than one, with manifest and 
important advantage. 
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SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


Madras District Committee. 


In a very important despatch re- 
cently transmitted by Richard Clarke, 
Esq. Secretary to the Madras District 
Committee, the following passages oc- 
cur: 

“The establishment of local deposits 
of Books at the principal stations of this 
Presidency, under the superintendence 
of the resident Chaplain, has been at- 
tended with all the success which had 
been anticipated from the measure. The 
distribution of Bibles, Prayer Books, and 
religious Tracts, has been increased ; the 
benevolent designs of the Society have 
become more generally known, and their 
operations more extensively useful. In 
the absence of the Chaplain of Bellary 
(who is in England on a sick certiticate) 
the Committee have accepted the pro- 
posal of Captain Clarke, of his Majesty’s 
46th regiment, (and one of their mem- 
bers), to form a depét at that extensive 
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station ; and the Books have accordingly 
been placed in charge of that gentleman, 
on the same terms as at the other depéts, 
until a Minister shall resume the clerical 
duties of the station.” 

“The District Committee have re- 
ceived a letter of advice from the Rev. 
Mr. Parker, respecting a supply of books 
shipped on board the Lady Kennaway, 
and the books have also been duly re- 
ceived. The Committee have taken into 
consideration the letter of the Rev. 
Archdeacon Owen, Chaplain General to 
his Majesty’s Forces, and of the Rev. 
Mr. Parker, relative to the grant of 
books for the use of his Majesty’s regi- 
ments serving under the Presidency of 
Madras ; and the supply of these books 
for the years 1818 and 1819 having been 
received, they have instructed the Select 
Committee to distribute them according 
to the directions given in the Rev. Mr. 
Parker’s letter. The Society shall be 
apprized of their special appropriation.” 

** The Society will be gratified to learn 
that the Vipery Mission Press has been 
successfully re-established. The Mis- 
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sioparies have evinced considerable judg- 
ment in the selection of the works edited 
by them, as well as very praiseworthy 
exertions in their speedy completion. 
The District Committee have admitted 
on their local list the following transla- 
tions into Tamul, of works approved by 
the Society, which have lately issued 
from the Vipery Mission Press, viz. 

“ The Psalter of the Church of England. 

“ The Parables of our Blessed Saviour. 

“ The Miracles of our Blessed Saviour. 

““A Series of the National Society’s 
Reading Books, from the Alphabet to Book 
Vo. 2,in Tamul and English. 

“ Copies of these works are presented 
to the Society, and in the binding of them 
a fair specimen is displayed of the skill 
and industry of the Society’s servants at 
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the Vipery Mission House. The District 
Committee anticipate the Society’s entire 
approbation of what has been done, on 
account of the benefits resulting from 
the measure that has been adopted. For 
in making this purchase, the Committee 
have afforded such pecuniary aid to the 
Mission Press, as will materially contri- 
bute to discharge the outstanding de- 
mands against it, and ensure its future 
operations from embarrassment. And 
what is still more important, the Com- 
mittee have been enabled to send a much 
needed and most seasonable supply of 
Tamul reading and School Books to the 
several Missionary stations in southern 
India, in order to relieve the pressing de- 
mands of the Congregations and Schools, 
for elementary works of Education.” 
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Alten, Charles Jefferies, to the rectory of 
Stocklinch Ottersey, Somerset ; patron, 


Jerrerys Atiten, Esq. of Bridg- 
water. 
Barlow, John, B.A. to be one of the 


chaplains to the Right Hon. Lorp 
Viscount TorRINGTON. 

Bellett, George, to the vicarage of Samp- 
ford Arundell; patron, Witt1am Ber- 
Lett, Esq. 

Blomberg, F. W. M.A. to be a Canon re- 
side ntiary of St. Paul’s Cathedral ; pa- 
tron, Tne Kina. 

Blomfield, C. J. D.D. of Trinity coliege, 
Cambridge, rector of St Botolph’s, Bi- 
shopsgate, and of Chesterford, Essex, to 
the Archdeaconry of Colchester; pa- 
tron, the Brsnor or Lonvon. 

Boscawen, Hon. J. Evelyn, rector of Wot- 
ton, Surrey, and late fellow of All Soul’s 
college, to a prebendal stall in the 
Church of Canterbury ; patron, Tur 
Kine. 

Boyse, John, to the rectory of Kitnor, 
alias Culborne, Somerset ; patron, THE 
KING 

Carr, very rev. R. J. D.D to the pre- 
bendal stall of Pratum Majus ; patron, 
the Bisnor or IlererorD. 

Carr, Samuel, M.A. of Queen’s college, 
Cambridge, to the perpetual curacy ot 
St. Mary Key, Ipswich; BY THE Pa- 
RISHIONERS. 

Corrington, Richard, to be minister of 
the new auriliary chapel to the church 


at Boston. 
Ellis, 


Francis, 7.4. 


to the rectory of 
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Lasham, Hants ; patron, Guo. Pure 
roy JERVoIsE, Esq. 

Evans, William, M.A. to the rectory of 
Kingsland, Herefordshire ; patron, Ep- 
warp Luioyp, Esq. 

Francis, Robert John, to the rectory of 
Carleton St. Mary, Norfolk ; patrons, 
the ConvoraTion oF NoRwicu. 

Greenly, John, M.A. of Christ Church, 
Oxford, to the perpetual curacy of St. 
Thomas, Salisbury ; patrons, the Dean 
and Caaprrer of Sarum. 

Harding, William, to the perpetual cu- 
racy of Sawley, with the chapelries of 
Long Eaton and Wilne, annexedin the 
county of Derby. 

Hogarth, John Henry, of Emanuel col- 
lege, Cambridge, to the rectory of 
Stifford, Essex; patron, — Ilocarrun, 
esq. Dorking, Surry. 

Holcombe, G. D.D. to the dignity of a 
prebend of Westminster Abbey; pa- 
tron, THE KING. 

Hoste, James, M.A. of Christ college, 
Cambridge, to the vicarage of Emping- 
ham, Rutlandshire. 

Huntingford, H. to the rectory of Hamp- 
ton Bishop. 

Ingilby, Henry, to the livings of Swallow 
and Rigby, Lincolnshire ; patron, Sir 
W. Inertsy, Bart 

Ingle, Charles, M.A. to the vicarage of 
Orston, Nottinghamshire ; patron, the 
Very Rev. the Dean of Linco. 

King, 8. M_A. to the perpetual curacy of 
Lattimers, Bucks ; patron, Lorp G.H. 
CAVENDISH. 
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Luttrell, Thomas Fownes, to the vicar- 
age of Minehead, Somersetshire ; pa- 
trons, J. F. Lurrrem, E. M. Piey- 
DELL, and W. Drewe, Esqrs. 

Martyn, ‘Thomas, to the rectory of Lud- 
gershall. 

Marwood, T. M.A. to the rectory of 
English Bicknor, Gloucestershire ; pa- 
trons, the Visitors of QuxrEN’s CoL- 
LeGu, OxrorD 

Newman, John, to the vicarage of Wit- 
ham, Essex; patron, the Bisuor of 
LONDON. 

Owen, Hugh, M.A. rector of Stapleton, 
Salop, to the archdeaconry of Salop ; 
patron, the BisHop or LicurieLp and 
CoveNTRY. 

Powell, William, to be chaplain of Cos- 
ford House of Correction. 

Thompson, T. to the vicarage of Adling- 
fleet, Yorkshire; patron, the Loxrp 
CHANCELLOR. 

Whitelocke, William Spencer, M.A. to 
the vicarage of Gedney, Lincolnshire ; 
patron, THE KING. 

Williams, D. to the living of Wigmore ; 
patron, the Brsuor of Hererorp. 


UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD. 
Degrees conferred January 14, 1822. 

Masters or Artrs.—Frederic James 
Parsons, Demy of Magdalen college ; 
Geo. Crabb, Magdalen hall; rev. John 
Cookesley, Exeter college ; rev. John 
Brown Hawkins, Exeter college; rev. 
Henry Thos. Attkins, Wadham college ; 
Joseph Pitt, Christ church ; John Allen, 


Christ church. 


Bacuetors or Arts.— Thos. Harrison, 
esq. St. Mary hall, grand compounder ; 
rev. George Winnock, Magdalen hall; 
Iienry Richards, Exeter college; John 
Roberts, Jesus college; Owen Anwyl 
Owen, Jesus college ; William Kaye Hett, 
scholar of Lincoln college ; Thomas Bur- 
bank Holt, Queen’s college ; John Peel, 
Christ church ; John Whittington Ready 
Landon, scholar of Worcester college. 


January 24. 


Master or Arts.-—Rev 
nington, Lincoln college. 


Richard Co- 


BacueLors oF Arts.—David Denne, 
Exeter college ; Thomas Foulkes, Jesus 
college; William Hamilton Burroughs, 
Magdaten hall. 

Dec. 21, 1821.—Mr. John Whitmore 
Wall was admitted fellow of New college. 

Dec. 29.—The names of those candi- 
dates, who at the close of the Public 
Examinations this Term, were admitted 
by the Public Examiners into the first 
and second classes of Litere Humaniores 
and Discipline Mathematice et Physica 
respectively, according to the alphabet- 
ical arrangement in each Class pre- 
scribed by the statute, stand as follow : 
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In the First Clase of Liter@e Humaniores, 


Dodgson, Charles, of Christ church ; 
Harington, Richard, of Christ church; 
Heathcote, William, of Oriel college ; 
Proctor, Thos. of Jesus college ; Wood, 
Charles, of Oriel college. 

In the First Class of Discipline Mathe- 
matice et Physice. 

Dodgson, Charles, of Christ church ; 
Dyke, Henry Grey, of St. Alban hall; 
Ross, Charles, of Christ church ; Wood, 
Charles, of Oriel college ; Wortley, Stuart 
John, of Christ church. 

In the Second Class of Litere Humanieres. 

Balfour, Blayney Townley, of Christ 
church ; Bosanquet, Robert William, of 
Baliol college ; Bullock, Edw. of Christ 
church ; Chaplyn, James Robert, of Tri- 
nity college; Chapman, John M. of 
Exeter college ; Coleridge, Edward, of 
Corpus Christi college ; Escott, Brick- 
ham Sweet, of Christ church; Green, 
John Wm. Egerton, of Baliol college ; 
Harding, William, of Wadham college ; 
Porcher, Chas. of Oriel college ; Ross, 
Chas, of Christ church ; Tomlinson, John 
Wickes, of Trinity college; Wiggett, 
William Lyde, of University college ; 
Wortley, Stuart John, of Christ church; 
Yarker, Robert, of Queen’s college. 

In the Second Class of Discipline Mathe- 
matice et Physice. 

Candy, Charles, of Lincoln college; 
Stevens, Henry, of Oriel college ; Wal- 
pole, Thos. Henry, of All Souls? college. 

Litere Humaniores. 

Besley, John, of Baliol college ; Bowen, 
John St. Vincent, of Brasenose college ; 
Candy, Charles, of Lincoln college ; 
Cave, William Astley Brown, of Brase- 
nose college ; Cooke, Joseph, of Magda- 
len hall; Elliott, George Percy, of St. 
Mary-hall ; Hawkins, George, of Corpus 
Christi college ; Hett, William, of Lin- 
coln college; Jones, Henry, of Exeter 
college ; Luke, Geprge S. of Queen’s col- 
Owen Owen, of Jesus college ; Ro- 
binson, Christ. Thomas, of Brase-nose 
college; Simcoe, Henry Addington, of 
Wadham collece ; Stowey, Augustus, of 
Christ Church; Wood, John, of Christ 
Church. 


lege ; 


Dise. Mat. 

Bissland, Thomas, of Baliol college; 
Cartwright, William Henry, of Trinity 
college. j 

Jan. 15, 1822.—John Trenchard Pic- 
kard, esq. late fellow of New college, was 
admitted Doctor in Civil Law, grand 
compounde re 

January 17.—The rev. William Page 
Richards, late fellow of New college, and 
master of Tiverton school, Devon, was 
admitted Doctor in Civil Law, grand 
compounder. The rev. Chas, Parr Bur- 
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ney, Of Merton college, was admitted 
Bachelor in Divinity, grand compounder. 

January 18.—The said rev. Charles 
Parr Burney was admitted Doctor in 
Divinity, g7 

January 22.—T ix - 
M.A. oj Baliol college, and Prebe 
of Moreton Magna, in the Cathedral 
Church of Hereford, was admiited Ba- 
chelor and Doctor in Divinity. 


nd compounder. 
rev. Chas. Taylor, 
ndary 


UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 

January 19.—This being Bachelors of 
Aris’ Commencement, the following 212 
gentlemen were admitted to that degr: 

[ Note— The names are arranged al 
betically ] 

Tewnimy Cortece.—Messrs. Allan, 
Ansley, Bennet, Bower, Ethelstone, Far 
ley, Frampton,Gillichan,Godfrey Guest, 
Hall, Hamilton, sen. Hamilton, jun.Hene- 
age, Holgate, Jepson,Kemp,Lloyd, Long, 
Macaulay, Malden, Marriott, Marten, 
Matthe ws, Mortoa, Norman, Perry, Raw- 
son, Reynolds, Richards, Robley, Sim- 
mons, Taylor, Thomas, Thornton, Un- 
thank, Walsh, Ware, While, Wilmot. 40 

Sr. Joun’s Coxre.—Messrs. Backler, 
Barker, Baleman, Battersby, Bell, Birkett, 
Bullock, Calvert, Clay, Collins, Colvile, 
Fenn, Folliolt, Gage, Gibbon, Giraud, 
Gough, Green, Grey, Griflith, Hawkes- 
ley, Hargreaves, Heberden, Henderson, 
Hodgson,Huntiey, Hut hinson,J.Jarratt, 
R. Jarratt, Jenyns, Kennaway, Kirk, 
Laycock,Margetts, North, Parr, Payne, 
Pidcock, Robinson, Schneider,Silvester, 
Simpson, Smith, Smyth, Spitta, Taylor, 
Thompson, Trafford, Turner, Vaughan, 
Villiers, Wilkinson, Wiun, Wood. - 54 

Sr. Petrr’s Coitt.—M Adcock, 
Alder, Cardale, Davenport, Gape, Hogg, 
Lawe, Maule, Norman, Paley, Peters, 
Scoit, Trench. - - - - - - - B 

Crane Hart,—Messrs. Agar, Browne, 
Cobbold, Coliver, Haggitt, Harris, Heath, 
Leicester, Nicholis, Thornton, Ward, 
Whalley, White, Winthrope. 14 

PemBaoke Hatit.—Messrs. 


ssrs. 


G. Alder- 
son, J. Alderson, Blunt, Brookes, Byde, 
Campbeil, Everest, Head, Palmer, ‘Trol- 
lope, Warburton, Wybergh - - - 12 
Caius Cottece.—Messrs. Arnold, Ba 
ker, Burt, Carves 
ditch, Jick‘ing, I 
Stafford, Wight See. Ae . 
Bene’t Cort.—Messrs. Burroug 
Browne, Cremer, Driver,Gooch,Huches, 
Hutchins,Kinu,Peacock,Phillpot, saven, 
Roper, T« mple, Wallace, Wood 15 
Somae 8 Cotuece.—Messrs. Ellaby, 
Farish, Furniva!, Mousley, Serres, Wil- 
liams. > - 7 . - 6 
Catuakine Haut.— Messrs. Dudding, 
Eliaby, Fisber, Gleadall, Jones, Nussy, 
Robson, Terrington. - - 5 
Jrsus Cout.—Messrs. Brown, Corn 
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son, Perry, 
is 


lies, 


of Cambridge. 
well, Croupten, Croughton, Fendall, 
Greenwood, Hinde, Hutchinson, Owen 
Radford, Walters, Wilson, Worship. 13 
Curist’s Cort —Messrs. Baker, Bellas, 
Blackburn, Burney, Blyth, Gould, Por 
ter, Royds, Steel, Taylor. - - - 10 
Macpaven Coun. — Messrs. Chiche 
ter, Fendall, Turner. - - 3 
Emuanvuet Coin. — Messrs. Drake, 
Gore, Hyde, Mason, Miller, Milner, 
Salmon, Whitaker. - 8 
Sipney Coii.—Messrs. 


S~ 


Alford, Stons 


> 


Williamson. . “ P » 3 


The following gentlemen obtained 
Academical Honours on the above oc 
casion 

Weraneiers.—Ds Holditch, Caius col- 
lege, Peacock, Bene’t colle ge; Birkett, St. 
John’s college ; Thornton, Trinity col 
lege ; Harris, Clare hall ; Alderson, Pem- 
broke college; Farish, Queen’s college ; 
Holgate, Trinity college; Porter, Christ 
college; Ware, Trinity college ; Arnold, 
Caius college, Gooch, Bene’t college ; 
Greenwood, Jesus college ; Perry, Trini- 
ty college ; Kennaway, St. John’s college ; 
Blunt, Pembroke hall; Simpson,St.John’s 
college ; Turner, St. John’s college ; Allan, 
Trinity college ; Wamilton, sen. Trinity 
college ; Taylor, St. John’s college; Fe n- 
dall, Jesus college ; Lloyd, Trinity college ; 
Raven, Bene’t college ; Paley, Peterhouse 
college ; Giraud, St. John’s college ; 
Hamilton, jun. Trinity college ; Morton, 
Trinity college ; Cornwell, Jesus college ; 
Long, Trinity college. 

Senior Orriues.—Ds. Law, Peterhouse 
college; Walters, Jesus college; Thornton, 
Clarehall; Margetts, St John’s college ; 
Ward, Clare hall; Coliyer, Clare hall; Hut- 
chins, Bene’t college ; White, Trinity col- 
lege ; Williamson, Sidney college ; Maiden, 
Trinity college ; Gleadall, Catharine hall ; 
Warburton, Pembroke hall ; Brookes, 
Pembroke hali ; Alder, Peterhouse co 
lege; Mousley, Queen’s college ; Colvill 
St. John’s college, eg. Stone, Sidney col- 
lege, eq. Burt, Caius college ; Hutchin- 
son, Jesus college; Smitb, St. John’s 
college ; Burroughes, Bene’t college ; 
North, St. John’s colle, Blackburn 
Christ college 


; 


Junior Orrimes.—Ds. J. Jarratt, St. 
John’s college ; Fenn, t. John’s ex llege P 
Radford, Jesus college; Bellas, Chr Ch F 
Adcock, Peterhouse college ; Blyth, Christ 
college, eq: Wallace, Bene’t co les @, @a 
Wilson, Jesus college; Thotipson, St. 
John’s college ; Robiey, Trinity college 
R. Jarratt, St. John’s college ; Schneid 
St. John’s college ; Gibbon, St. John’s 
college ; Hogg, Peterhouse college ; Nur 
soy, Sidney coilege. 

December 27, 1821.—G.W. Hallam,esq. 
L.L.B of Trinity hall, was elected intu 
the fellowsbip, vacated by the resignation 
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of the rev. Dr, Geldart, regius professor 
of civil law. 

Jan. 10, 1822.—The rev. John Lamb, 
M.A. fellow and tutor of Corpus Christi 
college, was elected master of that So- 
ciety, in the room of the late rev. Dr. 
Douglas. 

Robert Woodhouse, esq. M.A. F.R.S. 
fellow of Caius college, and Lucasian pro 
‘tessor of Mathematics, is elected Plumian 
professor of Experimental Philosophy , in 
the room of the late Archdeacon Vince 

The Rev. John Lonsdale, M.A. tutor of 
King’s college, iselected Christian Advo 
cate, in the room of the rev. Thomas 
Rennell. 

The rev. Christopher Benson is con- 

tinued Hulsean lecturer for the present 
year. 
" ‘The Hulsean prize for the year 1821, 
has been adjudged to William Trollope, 
B A. of Pembroke college.—Subject, The 
expedients to which the Gentile philoso- 
phers resorted, in opposing the progress 
of the Gospel, described, and applied in 
illustration of the Truth of the Christian 
Religion 

The subject of the Hulsean prize dis- 
sertation for the present year, is—7'he 
argument for the genuineness of the Sa- 
cred Volume, as gene rally received by 
Christians. 

January 11.—The rey. ThomasTurton, 
B.D. fellow of Catherine hall, was unani- 


mously elected Lucasian professor of 


Mathematics. 

Samuel Fennell,esq. B.A. of Queen’s 
college, is elected a fellow of that So- 
ciety. 

January 23.—At a congregation this 
day, the Rev. Henry Godtrey, B.D. Pre- 
sident of Queen’s college, was created 
Doctor in Divinity by royal mandate. 

On the same day, the Rev. Thomas 
Burnet, of Christ college, was admitted 
Bachelor in Divinity ; and John Lewes 
Pedder, Esq. of Trinity hall, Bachelor 
in Civil Law. 

Sir William Browne’s Gold Medals 
The subjects for the present year are— 

Greex ODE Pyramides A:gyptiace. 

Latin ODE Mors Napoleonis. 

GREEK Epicram ‘Epa Te dir, x’ ove tga. 

Latin Epicgkam —nuge seria ducunt 
In mala 

The subject of the Seatonian prize 
poem for the present year is Antiochus 
Epiphanes. (1 Mace. cap. i. &c.) 

ORDINATIONS. 

The following gentlemen of the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, were ordained 
Priests on the 16th of December, by the 
Lord Bishop of Salisbury :— 

Prirsts,— E. H.C. Williams, 47.A, St. 
John’s college ; Loftus A. Cliffe, B.A. St. 
John’s college ; Charles J. Allen, of Ca- 


Ordinations, 


[ Pus, 


tharine hall; Richard Winsloe, B.A. 
Sidney college ; Joseph C. Bradney, B.A, 
Trinity college ; Charles G. R. Festing, 
B.A. St. John’s college; John George 
Turner, M.A. Jesus college. 


At an ordination holden by the Lord 
Bishop of Gloucester, on the 23rd. ot 
Dec. Chas. Covey, B.A. of St. John’s col- 
lege, was ordaincd Deacon. 


On Sunday, the 23rd of Dec. the Lord 
Bishop of the Diocese of Exeter held a 
public ordination in that cathedral, 
when the following gentlemen were ad- 
mitted into holy orders :— 

Deacons.—Joseph Broadhurst, B.A. 
Wadham college, Oxford ; John Gillard, 
B.A. Oriel college, Oxford ; Frederick 
Le Grice, B.A, Clare hall, Cambridge ; 
Francis Hole, Queen’s college, Cam- 
bridge; Johu Wrey, B.A. St. Peter’s col- 
leye, Cambridge ; Henry Bouchier Wrey, 
M.A. Balio! college, Oxford. 

Priests.—Wnm. Ponsford, B.A. Trinity 
college, Oxford; John Roberts, S8.C.L. 
Jesus cullege, Cambridge ; Jos. Thorne, 
B.A, Exeter college, Oxford ; John Ja- 
cob, Jesus college, ¢ ambridge. 

On the 28th af December, the following 
gentlemen were ordained by the Lord 
Bishop of Bristol, in the chapel of 
Christ’s college, Cambridge. 

Deacons.—Edward John Ash, B.A. 
fellow of Christ college, Cambridge ; John 
Cantis, B.A. fellow of Christ college, 
Cambridge ; Thomas Tayler, B.A. Tri- 
nity college, Cambridge; Wm. Burkitt, 
B.A. St. Edmund hall, Oxford ; Jonathan 
Chase Matchett, B.A. St. John’s college, 
Cambridge, (Lett. Dim. from Bishop “of 
Norwich,) Benjamin Guest, Trinity col- 
lege, Cambridge, (Lett. Dim. from Bishop 
of Chester.) 

Prizsts.—Edward Murray, B.A. Tri- 
nity college, Cambridge ; Samuel Emery 
Day, B.A. St. Edmund hall, Oxford ; 
William Garrard, St. Edmund hall, Ox- 
ford, (Lett. Dim. from Bp. of London. ) 

The following gentlemen were or- 
dained by the Lord Bishop of Lincoln, 
in the church at Buckden, on Sunday, 
the 13th inst. , 


Deacons.—Theodore Bouwens, B.A. 
Merton college, Oxford; John Balfour 
Majenis, B.A. St. John’s college, Cam- 
bridge ; Chas. Smith Bird, B.A. fellow of 
Trinity college, Cambridge; Join Bar- 
low, scholar of Trinity college, Cam- 
bridge; William Whitmore Greenway, 
S.C.L. Trinity hall, Cambridge ; Edward 
Irish, Magdalen college, Cambridge ; Ba- 
sil Beridge, late of Magdalen college, 
Oxford ; Andrew Donald, St. John’s col- 
lege, Cambridge. 


Prizsts.—Henry Rycroft, B.A, Tri- 
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Johnson 
Oxford 


college, 


nity hall, Cambridge; John 

Hodson, B.A. St. Mary hall, 
Thos. Pearse, BA. St. John’s 
Cambridge ; Jas. Boardman Cartwright, 
B.A, Queen's college, ‘ ambridge : Joseph 
Dodsworth, Lincoln college, Oxford ; 
Chas. Thos. Gladwin, S.C. L. Jesus college, 
Cambridge ; Chas. Shoflield, B.A. Christ 
Church, Oxford; Wm. Mellard, Magda 

len college, Oxford; Henry John Gun- 
ning, B.A. Raliol college, Oxford, (Lett. 
Dim. from the Bishop of Peterborough 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 
Married.— The rev. Henry Wrey 
Whintield, rector of Battlesden and 
Potsgrove, to Sarah Arabella, youngest 

daughter of Wm. Praed, Esq. 


BERKSHIRE. 
Married.—The rev. James Sherman, 
of Reading, to Miss Marv Grant 
Died.— At Wallingford, the rev. Ed- 
ward Barry, D.D. rector of St. 
and St. Leonard’s, in that town. 


CAMBRIDGE. 


Married.—The rev. John Fishpool, of 
Sawston, to Miss Sarah Cock. 

Died.— Aged 63, the rev. Philip Doug- 
las, D.D. master of Corpus Christi col 
lege, and vicar of Gedney, in the county 
of Lincoln. He proceeded B.A. 1781; 
M.A. 1784; B.D. 1792; D.D. 1795; and 
was elected to the mastership in the 
vear 1795. The vicarage isin the gift of 
the crown. 


Vary’s, 


ESSEX. 

Died.—At Witham, the very rev.Joseph 
Jefferson, archdeacon of Colchester, rec- 
tor of Weeley, and vicar of Witham 

Died.—At Castle Hedingham, the rev. 
Mr. Stevenson. 


HAMPSHIRE. 


Married.—The rev. Mr. Kingsmill to 
Miss Powell of Southampton. 

Married.—The rev. H. R. Draper, 
LL.D. of Southampton, to Miss Chalkley, 
of the same town, 

Died.—At Lymington, aged 57, 
rev. William Pickering Reid. 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Died.—At his house, at Hampton, near 
Hereford, the rev. J. G. Hannington, 
D.D. one of the prebendaries of that 
cathedral, and many years rector of that 
parish. 


the 


HERTFORDSHIRE. 


Died.—The rev. Maurice Phillips, of 


Harpenden. 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 
Died.—At the vicarage, Great Staugh 
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ton, the rev. James Pope, B.D. 
Vicarare 
lege 


The 
is in the gift of St. John’s col 
Oxford. 


KENT 

Married.—The rev. J. Stokes, vicar 
of Cobham, to Miss Franks, of Ro 
chester. 

LINCOLNSHIRE, 

Died.—At Gainsborough, the rev. Jas. 
Fothergill, prebendary of Corringham, 
vicar of Gainsborough, and vicar of Dal 
Dale, Durham. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Died. —The rev. Thomas Parker, B.D. 


curate of St Peter-le-Poor, London, and 


fon le 


fellow of Emanuel colle ge, Cambridge. 


Died. —In George-Street, Portman- 
square, the rev. Gilbert Mathias. 

Died.—At Stoke Newington, in the 
68th year of her age, deeply lamented 
by her family and friends, and the poor 
around her, Elizabeth, the wife of the 
rev. George Gaskin, D.D. rector of St 
Bene’t, Gracechurch, London, and of 
Stoke Ne wington, Middlesex 


NORFOLK. 

Married.—The rev. Willam Frost, to 
Miss Anne Codd. 

Died.—In the 74th year of his age, the 
rev. John Deacon, rector of Carlton St. 
Mary, Norfolk, and perpetual curate of 
St. Ethelred, Norwich, bothin the patron 
age of the mayor and corporation of that 
city. He was formerly of Caius college, 
Cambridge ; B.A. 1770, M.A. 1773. 

NORTHAMPTON. 

Married. —The rev. James Biddle, 
M.A. to Dorothy, youngest daughter of 
the late John Forster, Esq 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

Married.—The rev. Henry Evans, cx 
rate of Eastwood, to Sarah, only daugh- 
ter of the late Thomas Walker, Esq. of 
that place. 

OXFORD. 

Died. — The rev. Frodsham Hodson, 
D.D. principal of Brasenose college, Re- 
gius professor of divinity, and Canon of 
Christ Church, Oxford. 

SOMERSETSHIRE. 

Died.—At Bath, in his 63rd year, the 
rev. Thomas Fothergill, D.D. formerly 
vicar of Tiverton, near that city. 

STAFFORDSHIRE. 

Married.—At Codsall, the rev. John 
Hilyar, to Charlotte, daughter of the late 
Sir John Wrottesley, Bart. 


SUFFOLK. 
Marricd,~At Ixworth, the rey 
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René Payne, rector of Hepworth, to Miss 
Boldero. 

Died.—The rev. William Cross, rector 
of Hasleworth, and late fellow of Pem- 
broke Hall, ( umbri lye, B i 1731, M.A. 
1794. 

Died.—The rev. Thomas Bolton, rec- 
tor of Nedging, ana perpetual curate of 
St. Mary Key, Ipswich. 

Died.—The rev. Wm. Howell, rector 
f Felsham, and minister of St. John’s 
lege, Portsea, I! 

SURRY. 
Died.—At Albury Cottage, near Guild- 


red 72, the rev. Sidney MaHhu 


“oS 


cot 


SUSSEX. 

Died.—Tie rev. Drake Hollingbery, 
rector of Winchelsea, and upwards of 40 
years chancellor of the diocese of Chi- 
chester. 

WARWICKSHIRE 

Married.—The rev. James Chambers, 
curate of Willoughby, to Eliza, eldest 
daughter of Mr. Chambers, of Milcote, 
near Stratjord-upon-Avon 

Married.—The rev. J. C. Cockle, B.D 
to Mary, eldest daughter of Mr. James 
Cockle, of Bradford-street. 


YORKSHIRE. 

Married.—At Hall, the rev. Richard 
Cecil, of Harpenden, Herts, to Miss 
Goodricke, of Hull 

Died —At York, in his 67th year, the 
rev. Robert Benson, M.A. 40 years vicar 
of Heckington, Lincolushire, and formerly 
of Christ College, B.A. 1778, M.A. 1782. 


WALES. 


Church Union Society in the Diocese 
of St. David’s.—The Prizes for the year 
1821, are adjudged as follows:—To H. P, 
Tebbs, of Dector’s Commons, the premium 
of fifly pounds (by benefaction) for the 
best Essay “ on the Scripture Doctrine 
of Adultery and Divorce, and on the 
Criminal Character and Punishment of 
Adultery by the ancient Laws of England 
and vuther countries ;’—to the rev. R 
Polwhele, of Nenyon, near Truro, for 
the second best Essay on the same sub 
ject, twenty pounds ;—to the rev. Sam, 
Charles Wilks, Regent’s Park, London, 
the Society’s premium of twenty-five 
pounds, for the best Essay “ on the In- 
fluence of a Moral Life on our Judgment 
in matters of Faith.” John viii. 17.; If 
any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the Doctrine whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself, 
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Suggestions on Clerical Elocution. By 
John Lettice, D.D. Prebendary of Chi- 
chester, &c, 3s, 6d. 

An Essay on the Connection between the 
Jewish and Christian Dispensation. By 
the Rev. Wm. Trollope, B.A. of Pembroke 
College, Cambridge. 2s. 

‘The Office and Duties of the Christian 
Minister Considered, in a Sermon deliver- 
ed in the Cathedral Church of Chester, 
upon Sunday, December 23, 1821, at an 
Ordination of the Right Rev. George 
Henry Law, Lord Bishop of that Diocese, 
By the Rev. Lawrence Gardner, D.D. 
F.A.S. Canon Residentiary of Lichfield, 
and Rector of St. Philip's, Birmingham. 

An Introdaction to the Holy Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. By the Rev. T. H. 
Yorke, Vicar of Bishop's Middleham, in 
the County of Darham, and Rector of St. 
Cuthbert’s, Yorke. is. 

The Village Preacher; a Collection of 


short plain Sermons, partly Original, partly 
Selected, and adapted to Village Instruc- 
tion. By a Clergyman of the Church of 
England. Vol. Il. 5s. 

A Summary of Christian Faith and Prac- 
tice, confirmed by, References to the Text 
of Holy Scripture, compared with the Li- 
turgy, Articles and Homilies of the Church 
of England ; and Illustrated by Extracts 
from the Chief of those Works which re- 
ceived the Sanction of Public Authority 
from the Time of the Reformation, to the 
final Revision of the Established Formn- 
laries. By the Rev. E. J. Burrow, D.D 
F.R. and L.S. 3 vols. 12mo. 16s, 

Plain Reasons why Political Power 
should not be granted to Papists. By 
Samuel Wix, A.M. F.R. and A.S. Vicar 
of St. Bartholomew the Less, London, 
8vo. 1s. 

Virgil, literally Translated, for the Use 
of Students, By William Smart, M.A, 
i2mo, 5s, 
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An Inquiry into the Opinions, Ancient rection for the Accommodation and La- 
and Modern, concerning Life and Organi- bour of 280 Persons, By ‘Thomas Le 
zation. By John Barclay, M.D. Lecturer Breton, (late Captain in the 71st Regiment, 
of Anatomy, &c. 8vo, 14s. and Paymaster of the Detachment of 

Rivingtons’ Annual Register ; or, a View Forces,) Keeper of the County Goal, and 
of the History, Politics, and Literature, for Governor of the House of Correction at 
the Year 1820, being the First Year of his St. Augustine’s, near Canterbury, 8vo. 
present Majesty’s Reign. 8vo. 14s. 7s. 

Thoughts on the Defective State of A Remonstrance addressed to Mr, 
Prisons, and Suggestions for their Improve- John Murray, respecting a Recent Publi- 
ment, together with Hints for the Disci- cation by Lord Byron, entitled, “ Cain, 
pline, Police, and Labour of Prisoners, a Mystery.” 
with the Plan of a Gaol and House of Cor- 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Debrett’s Peerage of the United King- Definitions of all Terms of Science and 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, cor- Art, drawn from the most approved 
rected to the present Time, witha set of writers, ancient and modern, By Mr. 
Plates entirely new, and a Portrait of his Crabb. In two Quarto Volumes. Illus- 
present Majesty in his Coronation Robes. trated with numerous Plates, Diagrams,&c. 


A Tour through Belgium, by His Grace The Martyr of Antioch; a Tragic 
the Duke of Rutland, embellished with Drama, By the Rev. H. H. Milman, Au- 
Plates after Drawings by the Duchess. thor of the Fall of Jerusalem. 

A Comparative View of the Mineral The First Volume of Mr. Southey’s 
and Mosaical Geologies. By Granville History of the late War in Spain and Por- 
Penn, Esq. 1vol. 8vo. tugal, is nearly ready. 

The Beauties of Jeremy Taylor; with a The Beok of Genesis and the Mosaical 


Memoir of his Life, and Observations on History of the’ Creation, vindicated from 
his Genius and Writings, By Mr, Mel- Unitarian Misrepresentation; in a Letter 
moth. to the Lord Bishop of St. David's, and in 

Mr. Bridgens’s Work, containing co- Reply toarecent Discourse of Mr. Tiiomas 
loured Representations of the Customs and Belsham, delivered at Warrington, August 
Manners of France and Italy. with a de- 19th, 1821, and published at the Request 
scriptive Account of the Plates, by the of the Ministers and Congregation. By 
late Dr. Polidori, is now complete. It John Garbett, M.A. Curate of St. Bartho- 
forms an interesting Volume of 50 colour- lomew’s, Birmingham. 1s. 6d. 
ed Plates, and is particularly illustrative of A Synoptical Review of the Religious 
Italian Customs. Systems and Opinions, propounded and 

Elements of Self Knowledge ; or,a Fa- dvocated by the Philosophers of the an- 
miliar Introduction to Moral Philosophy, cient World; intended for the Use of the 
in 1 Volume, 12mo., principally adapted Junior Students in the Universities. By 
to Young Persons entering into active Life, 2 Graduate of the University of Oxford, 
By the Rev. Thomas Finch. ato. 4s, 

A Technological Dictionary ; containing 





POLITICAL RETROSPECT, 


ALL eyes are fixed upon the ap- We shall confine ourselves to the 
proaching session of Parliament,and humbler task of shewing what, in 
politicians busy themselves in pre- our opinion, ought to be done. 

dicting the course of future events. The loudest and most important 
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discussions may naturally be ex- 
pected to arise upon the subject of 
agricultural distress ; and the great 
weight of the landed interest in both 
Houses of Parliament, the language 
that has been held at various county 
meetings, the rumours that are afloat 
of taxes to be put on, and taxes to 
be taken off, together with the na- 
tion’s entire ignorance of the plan 
of its rulers, have combined to fill 
one portion of the community with 
hope, and another with alarm. We 
trust that the uncertainty which pre- 
vails upon these subjects will be 
removed by the united protest of 
our statesmen against every pro- 
posal for giving relief to one sort of 
property at the expense of the rest, — 
against every recommendation of 
breaking the public faith by the plun- 
der of the public creditor. LordCoch- 
rane was the first man who recom- 
mended such a scheme in the House 
of Commons; the advice was worthy 
of a ruined and convicted swindler, 
and to such we would fain hope 
that it may be restricted. 

What then, it will be said, are tne 
farmers to get no relief? By no 
means ; we heartily desire that they 
may be relieved with the least pos- 
sible delay—and we believe that 
though not immediate, their relief 
is certain. All we mean to affirm 
is, that it will not and cannot come 
from an Act of Parliament. In courts 
of justice such acts are omnipotent; 
but it would be as reasonable to 
expect that tides and eclipses might 
be arranged according to the will 
and pleasure of the legislature, as 
that the country gentlemen and their 
tenants may be released from their 
embarrassments by the fiat of the 
House of Commons. 

Whence do those embarrassments 
arise?—From taxation? In _ that 
case they should have been most 
severe when taxation was at its height 
—not now when the nation has been 
relieved from considerably more than 
a third of its burdens. From gene- 
ral impoverishment and distress ?— 


Then distress should have been most 
conspicuous four years ago, when 
the poor were starving, the revenue 
failing, and commerce and manufac- 
tures were at a stand. From im- 
portation of foreign grain?—Then 
it could not have been concealed 
until that importation ceased. All 
these explanations are unsatisfac- 
tory, and futile. The real cause of 
the agricultural difficulties must be 
traced to the resumption of cash 
payments by the Bank of England. 
They were foreseen and foretold by 
the most enlightened advocates ot 
that necessary measure; and they 
will be gradually removed by the 
accumulating capital, and returning 
commerce of the country. 

As long as country bankers could 
rely upon procuring paper at the 
Bank of England to answer any 
sudden demand, they were ready 
and willing to make advances to the 
farmer. His rick-yard was consi- 
dered an unexceptionable security ; 
and when it did not suit him to gell 
his corn, he borrowed the amount 
of his rent, and waited till he could 
get a better price. This practice, 
however, had its danger. It enabled 
him to employ the whole of his ca- 
pital on his land and so far it was 
beneficial; but in many instances, 
he proceeded to employ more than 
his whole capital and became accus- 
tomed to draw upon his banker not 
only for temporary but permanent 
loans. If high prices had continued 
twenty years, he might have secured 
his profits, and repaid what he had 
borrowed. But when the country 
with one voice demanded a return 
to cash payments, it became the 
duty of the Bank to diminish their 
issues of paper. Ten millions were 
withdrawn at once from the circula- 
tion of the country, and it was evi- 
dent that the Bank would be obliged 
to regulate its issues, not merely by 
the responsibility of the party bor- 
rowing, but also by the quantity of 
its notes already in circulation. 
Being no longer at liberty to ex- 
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change paper for paper, but being 
bound to pay in gold, it had to con- 
template the possibility of a run 
upon its Treasury, and was com- 
pelled not to put out more than it 
would be able to pay off. Hence 
the country bankers were deprived 
of that safe and commodious har- 
bour which had enabled them to 
weather so many storms ; and were 
obliged in their turn to limit their 
issues and loans, and to receive the 
farmer who was disposed to borrow 
with a coldness to which he had long 
been unaccustomed. He had now 
no choice but to sell his grain, and 
his cattle, and his woul—and, as 
soon as this operation commenced, 


the banker invited him to clear off 


former scores; as it was obvious 
that when the ricks disappeared, 
the security which had been relied 
on failed. Here, therefore, the 
distress commenced. Rents had 
been paid for several years in anti- 
cipation; borrowed capital had 
been sunk on the land, and could 
not be got out again within a rea- 
sonable timé. Alarm and doubt 
began to spread—every creditor 
was in a hurry to be paid; and the 
unfortunate debtor could neither 
borrow nor sell. Numbers who have 
been placed io this situation are ir- 
retrievably ruined. Their property 
is seized in default of payment, and 
sells, as a matter of course, for one 
fourth of its value. Where rent only 
is due, the farmer may escape at the 
expence of his landlord, Let the 
latter renounce the arrears, which 
in all probability are irrecoverably 
gone; and the tenant, setting out 
afresh, may be able to pay a re- 
duced and moderate rent. Any 
thing more than this, we confess, 
that we can see no ground to ex- 
pect—our reasons for expecting thus 
much shail be stated. 

The cry against the exorbitant 
profits of the merchant, and the 
tundholder, is, at this moment, loud. 
We forget that both the one and 


the other have been on the brink of 
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ruin three times within the memory 
of many of us. The American War, 
the French Revolution, and the last 
Peace, beggared more mercliants, 
manufacturers, stockholders, and 
artizaus, than there are distressed 
or complaining farmers in the land. 
The individuals were ruined—but 
the class survived, increased, accu- 
mulated wealth, and flourished. 
And why should it be otherwise 
with the agriculturist ? He is re- 
duced now, for the first time, to a 
degree of distress, decidedly less 
severe than that from which others 
have thrice recovered. Four years 
ago, there seemed some pretence 
for saying that our manufactures 
would not flourish again, under the 
severe pressure of our taxation— 
the other nations of the world could 
work cheaper, and therefore they 
were expected to undersell us. This 
was very plansible—and very falla- 
cious. For already our exports are 
greater than they were during the war 
—all the looms are employed—and 
there is a demand for more hands. 
The error arose from underrating 
the united effects of British capital, 
skill, and enterprise, which enable 
our manufacturer to sell his goods 
cheap, although the wages of his 
workmen are comparatively high. 
And is not the same thing true of 
agriculture? Is it not at least pro- 
bable, that the predictions which 
threaten its permanent depression, 
will prove as unfounded as those 
more reasonable predictions which 
have been so happily falsified by 
theevent? Do the taxes cramp a 
farmer in a greater degree, or in 
half so great a degree, as they 
cramp a master-manufacturer? Is 
it not certain, that the artizans who 
have recently returned to full work, 
and full wages, will return without 
loss of time to full meals? We re- 
member an unfortunate working- 
cutler, who was recommended, three 
years ago, to have patience, and 
trust that times would mend. He 
replied, “‘ that he had set up with 
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a considerable stock of patience, 
but that it was nearly all gone.” 
For having been accustomed, during 
the war, to earn three pounds a 
week, (of which he had never laid 
by a farthing,) he had been reduced 
by the decay of his trade to some- 
thing very like starvation. Now if 
this honest cutler, and the mil- 
lions who were similarly situated, 
once begin to receive, not three 
pounds, but, let us say, one pound 
a week, will they not infallibly con- 
sume more bread, more meat, more 
butter, cheese, gin, and every other 
article that the earth produces? 
The general employment of the poor 
will afford as good a market to the 


farmer, as the opening of South 
America has afforded to the mer- 
chant. Consumption will soon be 
raised to the level of production: 
old times will come round—and all 
classes, and all parties, enjoy the 
blessings of peace. 

With this view of the internal 
state of the country, we need not 
say that we deprecate parliamentary 
interference, as worse than useless. 
Our senators, no doubt, will pro- 
duce plans in abundance, and each 
will admire and extol his own. The 
wisest thing that ministers can do, 
will be to declare that they are all 
excellent, but all inconsistent; and 
so to postpone them en masse. 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Remarks on the Life of Brainerd ; and A. shall appear. 


I. P. has been received, and is under consideration. 


We do not understand the precise grounds of Catholicus’s objection ; if 


he will be so good as to state it shortly, and give the necessary references 


to the passages upon which it is founded, his communication shall receive 


our best consideration. 
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